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To 
the Firft Mimfter of 
STATE, 
for the T'ime being. . . 

"JTrAIL inighty Piir/w/ ififctng wkkmitofFetice 
•*• "*• Thus hail the firft codrt dtfd in eminence. 
Thou in whonix kings find oft the fov'reign fway j 

A For 
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vi D E D I C A T I O Nt 

For kings at loo the leading knave obey : 

Or if, content to play an humbler game. 

Plain Jack we ftile thee, more familiar name^ 

Thou, wboie fly blows the lower party feels^ 

While bent the high to catch thy tripping i&^^/jj 

Great in thyfelf, whatever thou art call'd. 

Nations by thee enfranchised ot inthraird, ' 

Holland to day to Palace-yard along. 

Flattered at once in metzotint and fong ; 

Or piqu'd, perhaps, while chimes the prefent line, 

Ere yet turridout^ as ufud, to refign^y 

Branded by th' bcmeft i£»tire of the times 

Wi^h all a mintfter's myflerious crim^ 1 

To 
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DEDICATION; vli 

^o thee I pay my court, till In difgrace^ 
And then as humbly to the ntxi in place; 
For know, what private worth foe'er thy hoaft| 
i not addrefs thy perfonj but thy poft4 

Is there .a tiine when ftateftoen^ good or gr^af^ 
look down with pity on the toils of flatc i 
Superiour to the boafl: of boafted things^ 
The petnp of titles, and the fmile of kings i 
When, in the private hour of focial eafe, 
Ambition lleeps, and truth itfelf may pleafe^ 
At fach an hour, when eV'n politcncfs deigns 
To tafte the rudenefs of familiat ilrains^ 

A a Pm 
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viii DEDICATION. 

Prcfumiog thou, in hoiK)ur to the mufe. 
Indulgent os^:e h^r labours m^ perufe. 
To thee thofe honeil kboura ihe ccn^mends 9 
At court while hon^il dbubtlefe findlog friends. 
But, through thy levee if forbid to prefs^ 
la freqdom^s plain and anti-courtier's dcdk, / 
*Light of her rhimes as of petitbm& made. 
Should they be loft, forgotten or naiflaid, 
If notfo vain to think thou feouldft conjmend^ 
In either cafe permit me to defend* 

Too well I know iovputed as a^crima 
The gift of reafdn to the man of rhime^ 



To 
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D £ D I C A T I O N. be 

To chHdifh Fiilion gingling numbers tied. 
As bells that dangle by its infant fide ; 
To ufclefs wfaims poetick worth confined. 
To ftrike the fenfe but not improve the mind. 
Should on the daring verfe, then, cenfure fall. 
From prieft or prelate, wakened in the ftall ; 
Or fhould the learned jurors take in hand • 

To burq the books they may not underftand j 
Scorn'd the loud torrent of the mob's abufe, 
. With thee I leave my errour ^d ex:cufe. 

Know then, my patron, once upon a time. 
While yet a boy, I caught the itch of rhime : 

i: ' 

A 3 - ' But, 
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IE D E P I C A T I O Nt 

But, born with hatred to the fing-fong train, 
Whofe numbsfs ch^rm, jjke efppty notes, .in v4pi 
While ftrange tq then^es t • eipplpy ^hc mufe ?^bout, 
The peccant humpur broj^e but littje out; 
Till lafp, in waking dreams that trouble youth. 
On one fide prudence urg-d, on ^^otljpr trmtl> i 
Jprudence^ g worldlyrcpinded dao^e, and fly, 
Who fi:^'d on earth ilill kept her pautiojjs eye j 
While trutby whofe open breaft di4 mine inflame. 
Looked up to Hcay'n; to heav'n, from whence (he camp. 
When now my eager heart her pow'r confe&'d. 
And thu§ her willing captive truth ^ddrefs'd, 
** Art thou, iny friend, that cntcrprizing yputh 

-M !*Whq 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC . 



DEDICATION, xi 

" Who make pretenfions to the fong of truth; 
" By reafon taught to leavp, in early life, 
" The wanton miftrefs, for the faithful wife ? 
** Among the.feienccs ihy fubjeft chufe. 
*' Pbibjbph/s the fifter of the mu/e. 

Prudence^ who heard, made various hems and haws; 
And, after due> deliberating pattfis. 
Shaking her head^ " beware rafti youth/' (he cried, 
*' Let pradence here your early footfteps guide, 
^ Art thou fo ignorant as not to know 
" Truth leads us oft to poverty and woe ? 
.^* Let me advife— wquldft thou fucqeed in rhime? 

A 4 '' Mark, 
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/ 



*' Mark, at the proper feafop, well thy time ^ 

** Taking tbis.maxin> as a geijVal rifle, 

f* The knave is boneft till be plays the fool: 

^f For tiipes fhere ?re of fuch malignant feq.Cj^ 

f' That fharpers ooly rife tq pow^ and place ; 

" Times, when the mere huzza for publick good 

<f Breaks down all ranks of honour and of bloqd j 

f * When facred chara^Sers like bawds are us-d, 

^* And princes with inapunity abus^ : 

f * The throne of majcfty a vulgar thing ; 

f* While George^ the cobler, damns great Geoi^ge, 

the king. 
ff In times likethefc, behold on evVy fide 

'' What 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DEDICATION. wM 

f What {)ains^ we take ofl^^ve truth to hide: 
f ' Afham'd to (how her ba(hful fecc at court, 
5' See her fimplicity the mob's rude fport; 
" Her lovers ftigcnatiz*d by genVal hate, 
'' As bold difturbers of the church and ftate. 
" Wouldft thou to this abandoned tribe belong? 
" What bard e'er heeded yet the truth offong ! 
^* Again, 'tis certain there may. come a time, 
" When impudence finds no eycufe in rhime ; 
" When even prudence may herfclf be juft ; * 
5^ Her int'reft more to keep than break her truft ; 
^* Wbea crowns arc honpur'd, and, in proper feafon, 
^\ Sb'M-re, disad patriot, may be hang'd for trcafon: 

"A 
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xiv dedix:ation. 

" A time, perhaps (yf^ars wwk the ftnmgeft .things) 
** When the bravj5 Scots m^y k*^ejthcir beft of jkjpgs j 
** When flighted fcience oiay- gp|)rofK:h the throne; 
** And Britons make true policy, th?ir own* 
** What th'o' their patriot hearts atfc knolro to fai^ 
When dearth of barley threatens want of ak 
What tho* religion^ arnj'd bycommon-fenfe, 
" Breaks but its weapons in its own defence; 
" Ev*n yet jmy piety be kept alive^ 
** And half expiring /^riW^/^ revive, 
^^ At fuch>a feafoHi ihould die mule infpire, 
^^ If touched with caution^ mayft thou ftrike the lyre, 
\^ Perhaps uncenfur'd) but to IqqI^ for praife ! 

^^ Know 



cc 



<c 
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PEDICATION. xy 

^^ Know thefe^ young bard, are no poetick dajrs. 

'^ But {houl4 the age^ as probably k may, 

*^ Turn its loofe politicks another wayj 

^* While, in religious mood, f^puQ^'d the fchemes 

** Of true born Britons^ always in extremes, 

** Th? times naay yet return when frantick ff <a/ 

^^ Shall give its wooden fword an edge of ftcpb 

** When coirooc(ntiot^s fhall in judgment fit,j 

*^ To canvafs th* infidelity of ^/V$ 

^^ On wicked knowledge Britain's guilt to lay^ 

^* And drive the deftio'd viftim for away* 

f^ O, thus if ignorance (hould rule, in turn, 

'^ B/jri& lofethcjr ears, aqd martyr /|?>^^^ 

'' Ready 
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XVI DEDICATION. 

*^ Ready reforming conftables, at hand, 

^^ Oifcientifick vice to cleanfe the land ; 

*^ Have thou with truth nor morals aught to do. 

*^ Things are not always ft that may be true^ 

lUtTt Prudence ended--^her advice was good: 
But T'rutb had charms that could not be withilood. 
Hers then the mufe— ^how far fuccefs will {hovf 
In times like ours her fong be apropos^ 
So much indeed oi prudence did I learn, 
My fingers ne*cr in politicks to burn* 
Silent I fat, amidft the party rout. 
When late the miniftry turn'd in and out j 

I When 
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DEDICATION. xvli 

When rag'd the forifjjw goofe-q^iills pf the times,. 
To fhame their countiTyi with their. 'fl^raeleis thimes.; 
Carelefs wha* tqrtk-eatiflg fon of ^Aif^'s . r 
Might fet the biaoJers 0C the flatf^ta rjght% 
If Pollio^ Qdlus^ TuUy^ or hif grme^ , 
Shottl^allkeep out, or who gctintOt place* 
I carU not, I, tho' the<e, o^ noae erf" thde. 
The king, the bonfe/or npcightier mob might pleafe* 
Blamed I the: peer> yfiss>v& ad^efjfe wiQd$ had blowa 
Rqiuk} t^ wi^'^irafl(^« tof^a mooardbi^s thronej 
Taught> in d«: hemGafi#& of-fouthern feas. 
The ftatefman^a wifdoon ^d the courtier's eaie; 
By plundered S^aniardSi the conikmoa^b fkill 

To 
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acViii DEDICATION 

Ta ftcer a klhgdoniiifkc a bark, at will ? . 
Tho* made tdo plain the Iec*-way of the rcalmj 
Did I prefume to bid him mind the hfelm ? 
Nay, when the guardian genii of the land 
To fave our defpVatc fortunes took in hand ; 
I fung them not^ tho' crowned, by half the nation^ 
With civickeWreaths, from town and corporation! 
I ne^cr, officious, cracked my bmms t'ameiid 
Errours, the great alone might comprehend j 
Plagu'd, with no fongs of praiib, our Lord the Kingi 
Nor gave one faggot to the blaze of Byng t 
But, fnce from panegyrick as abufe^ 
Put all my little wit to private ufe* 

Thus 
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Thus far of temfrai politicks Till clear j ^ 
Nor has fbcjj^rittml had-todre t6 fcaf • ^ - * 
Since go^ moknejjh in form* were tricd^ 
Their valid evidence I ne^ demod y 
Ne'er intermeddled With die jury'ii queft^ 
Nor contradifted Litilitm or Wefi. . ^ 

WhtticburcbzwAJlafi learnM IfFahUrton vtoxAA joii^i 
Tho' fad th'affair, I made it none of mine : 
Nor did .1 e'er, 'gainft Leland's pen, prefume 
To vindicate Lord Bolingbroke or Hume : 
Made no pretence to freedom of debate ^ 
NcM- rilk'd, like harmlefs — n— rt. Wool/ion's fate: 
And tho' for once, in this, a trick of youth, 

Prur 
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ii i> E D i c; A t i c^ N. 

Prudential views jtf e fecrific'd ta tmtb ; . . 
Could I (hake off thofe vices rbime zsAfet^ 
TlAsfirJl might Ukdly prove mj hji olSm^^j 
Oti in thy caufc enlifired. oncfe mjr peti^ 
I never motcyfm^ trouhk tnitj^ i%6tii : 
But to thy purpofe turn my ready hatod j . 
Triie tothtlaw and go/pel kA the XiMH^i 
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A i> VERT I S E M E N T* 

^rnilE groum work of the following Eptfiki 

being the fruif of a private ^cotrefpondence^ 

it wasfdundnecejfary^ in preparing them for the 

prefs;^ to adapt them t&rhore general ufe and a^ 

mufement. It may not^ tberefore^ be improper to 



mujl be confefsd that perfpicuity and argument 
have been frequently confulted^ at the expence 
bdtb of the dignity and harmony of his numbers. 
Elegance^ I^Qwever^ would have been more at- 
tended 
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tended to^ bad the author's kifure permttedy er, 
had hii defign been f Sfiinguifh inmfelf us m 
poet; a charaffer he4s tttucb lefs ambitious a^ 
than that of a fhilofophcf * ' ' ' 
' . Unmov'd by/ophifityt unaivid by «Hfe, 
. Ifo dttpe tfi 4o3rimSt and nofotltfifam* 
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GONTENT& 

* , , . . ... . ■ • 

JEpistle ^iJ« fliE*P -r' P<^ 5«-4» 

CJ. lation .to oHni^.-r-jThe uncertainty- ^ of 
tlfcjaifer.---K^;<^2% that tjotR ihpiiM jcbncur 
iiiS^ienc6. 



EfelSTLE TriE SECOND — ^ ' '/tf^tf 47-rf88 

Oif^dtiK^ vas ottr gddarto: ttWt^Li^lthd 



knowledge, * , : . a 



^;|Oni tl»crialtttva^fcnL of rt^^nlwdj. ;tcipcj^ 
pMad<» ftod liayft^^ e^iSaana'caufes. 

ox foqh. iofoivati(>».^---'ITx6 aWwditj^ of iuppcv. 
fing ignorance and folly the means to promote: 
the caufe of truth; or that the freedom of fcien- 
t]fi£^4aqpir3ris^ incompatible with the politicalr 
welfare of fociety,, 

EpISTLEf 
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EpisTtE THE FOURTH Page 131 1^4 

-^Tne aoftraa exigence "of the Deity-— The 
incomprehenfibility of the divine nature, and 
riic-4ftcongru(ity of-pi«ctendedlthelfffii: -^t ih i 



tjclation to ourphyfical and moral cpnftitution^.^ 




EJpisTli^^ Tki 4E VE jrra 1^ - ^^^^* -i6 j-^i)^ 

- <in ffl6raf prinei^^ ihftli^ 

(Jncii' of r^i!?/&J7 and tlTe^^<7^o;7j----i-Trheim 
6(^tgnt}rance i^hd tlfe ihdil|>enfable duty of fcek*- 
in^ incmleH^e. ^'^ ' t ; ; . 

EPISTLE THE EicfHTH — page 303-*-33£* 

On the immortality of the foul 5 ind the arv 
m^nts for^ and againfl, a future flate. 
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ARGUMENT. 

0( truth in general. — ^Its criterion. — ^Its relation 
to opinion. — The uncertainty of the latter.— r 
Ncceflary that both (hould concur in Science* 
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S U M M A R r. 



T TNiverfat belief beingj in fa{ty an undifputed criterion of 
' truth J and all mankind necejfarily believing thofepofi* 
tions which they conceive demonjirable ; fcience^ or demonjira* 
tive knowledge^ is fuppofed to be the leaji exceptionable teji of 
what is true or falfcy in general. — The ahJlraSi certitude of 
thefchoolsisj therefore ^ exploded. But^ as particular opinions ' 
are not always the effeSf of knowledge^ nor are fyjiems con^ 
Jlantly founded on fcientifick principle Sj it is inquired if there 
be no other criterion^ fufficiently obvious to relieve the doubts 
and reconcile the oppoftte fentiments of maniind.'^The difpen^ 
fations of providence^ as well as the diSiates of revelation j apm 
pear inadequate to thepurpofe j theologijis being found too un* 
fucccefsfuly in clearing up the f^cred page ^ and phifiologijis too 
ignorant of the fyjiem of nature^ for either to form opinions^ 
equally adapted to the credulity of individuals, -^Divines and 
philofophers are cenfured^ indeed^ rather as^ mercenary wrang<^ 
lerSf or bigots to particular fyjiems^ than fair inquirers after ^ 
or teachers^ of the truth. — A fair and ingenuous inquirer 
chard fferiz^d.-^Such not frequently to he found \ few being 
capacitated for fo arduous a tajk. — fFortittfde and moderation 
the grand requifttesx the fear city of which in the minds of 
men^ in general ^ ferves to account for their want of fuccefs in 
the attempt \ as well as for their promptitude either to embrace 

Bz Jkep^ 
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/tiptidfmy as an aniidoU to irrour^ er eotiformttj^ to avotu 
tbi trouble of thinking, ^-^Dogmatijis and Skepticks cenfuredi 
Tie former on account of their abfurd dependence on> tradition 
and futile authorities : the latter for ftfpercilioufiy rejeSiing^ 
M the other handy all authority and tradition^ without dif 
tin^ion.-'^In our inquiries after truths however ^ our belief is 
to befufpended in regard to points beyond our knowledge.'^ In 
/cientifiek refearcheSj alfoy the fubtilty of metaphyfcal argu- 
ments Jbould be with caution trufted^ as infenfbly leading us 
into err our and perplexity % 



E- 
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THE 



F I R ST. 
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^HILE zeal, beyond the grave, purfues 
Whom prieft and patriot abufe. 
With fome the foftcr-fire of lies, 
Extoird by others tQ the ikies, 

B 3 St. 
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6 EPISTLES. Ep.l 

St. John % thus fav*d and damnU by fame, 5 

An honour'd and a blafled name ! 
enuous youth, 
o believes, the truth. 

friend, wouldft leam of me ? 
*Tis that wherein mankind agrec» 10 

At leaft no fafer truth we know 
Than tliat the world will grant us fo. 

" But when and where?" — the fages tell. 
Of yore 'twas buried in a well, * 
So deep, tliat hid, for want of light, i^ 

From evVy peeping mortal's fight. 
The more fufpicious than the reft 



• The late Lord Vifcoi;nt BoHnglroki. 
^ A trite faying of Dimocritus^ 



Con- 
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Ep. 1. E P I S T I. E 8. 7 

Conceived the ftory was a jcft i 

And, as no foul could find it out. 

That truth itfclf was all.a doubt, 2Q 

Philofophizing train of thought ! 

Since by improving modems caught j '^ 

Who tell us nature tricked fnankind, ^ 

When giving eye^ fhe left us blind : 

Heav'n making fdbls/ahd thinking fit' Z$ 

To play upon their w?int of wit. 

But fure we bddly n¥iy. receive i , _;; ;, 
As truth what all manfednd believe 5 ... 
Such vfniverfal faith a guide , 
In fkepticifm itfelf implied . 3 (| 

" Yet fay in what the world unite, ' * 

• We know not, fays Defcartes^ whether God hath not 
created us, in fuch a manner, that we are conftantljr dc- 
ceiv'd, even as to Aings the moft palpable and evident. 

' « Elfc 
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8 E P I S T L E 1 'Ep. I. 

" Elfc ufelefs this our rule of right ; 
" Elfe ftill irtquiryVat a paufe; ' ' 
'^ Still vague inveftigatioix*s laws." 

LorenzQ^ all, with you and me^ .35 

In points demonflrable agree : 
Convidion,. right, or wrong, the teft* 
•Of truth' in ev Vy human brcaft : 
While truths, demonftratively fb. 
Who once believe profcfs to know» 40 

On Science hence our fearch muft fcft j 
That univeiTal rule confefs'd. 

. Laid then thofe fubtilties afide . 
Where hvmi^n certitude's denied, 

, ^ As the fuppos'd deraonftration may be either falfe or 
true: it being AifEcient, to our argument, that ail mankind 
agree to cail that truth which but appears to be demon- 
ifa-ated. 

In. 
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Ep.t. EPISTLES. 9 

Inquiry fafcly may proceed 45 

To form its Icicntifick creed. 

Doth Solomon himfelf profefs 

HiJ( fcience all uncertain giiefs^ • 

Th' egregious fophifter affirms 

A coritradiiftion, ev'n in terms. 50 

Who can his ignorance fuppofe 

Of that he's confcious that he knows ?* 



\ 



Say ft thou (low knowledge faith outflies; 
Believers fpurning at the wife j 
Opinion, wing*d, feet, hand and head, 55 

• Forc'd by refle6Hve rcafon^ I confe&» 

That human fcience is uncertain guefs. Pftiott's Sokmon. 

' Or, according to Monfieur Huet^ if we do not allow 
^hat to be evident which a£hial]y appears fo, truth and falfe* 
hood are equally demonftrable: and we may add, knowledge 
and ignorance fynonymous terms. 

la 
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10 E.'P I S T L E S. Ep, I 

In haile, without her errand, fpcd ; _ 

Or driven, inadive, here apd there. 

With ev'ry vagrant breath of air^ 

Wouldft, therefore, know what fjrftemserr. 

To whom opinions to refer, 60 

Where trembling doubt and errour blind . 

At once a guard and guide may find ; 

At once fuccefsfuUjr apply. 

And give' to falfhood's face the lie ? 

No fed, alas !. profcfs the rule . 6 c 

That reconciles the knave and fool ; 
Unites the ignorant and wife : 
Revering thefe what thofe defpife. 
Whether from nature's general law 
The outlines of our creed we draw, 70 

Or think the truth be only given 

la 
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In revelation pure from Heaven, 

It matters not^ unlefs we find 

Some adive index in the mind. 

Some ray of Heaven's unerring light, yt 

To point, or here or there, aright 

Let Chrifiianity difplay 
Its wondVous volume to the day j 
The facred lines, however true. 
Alike afie<a i^ot vat and, you : 8o 

Th* accepted fenfc of holy writ 
Still refting on th' accepting wit. 
For who that read but comprehend 
As taught by father, prieft or friend. 
Or tenets new, more nice than wife, % 

Peculiar to themfelves, devife. 
How then prevails the facred text. 

If 
\ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



14 JS P 1 S t L E S. Ep. L 

If by the comnient thus perplexed j 

If hereticks, of evVy kind. 

Their tenets in the gofpel find ; 90 

tfthus the^ fpirit hide the flaw 

That mars the ktter of the law ! 

Let Nature'^ ftriKing fcenes engage 
The lettered and unlettered age j 
Various as ev'ry^ varied tribe g^ 

^tht notions hence the world imbibe. 
When meteors glow and comets blaze. 
How wondVing ignorance doth gaze ; 
Foretelling, ^v*n in errour wife. 
The judgments gathering in the fki^s ! i oo 

Th' aurora^ ^x!t^m\tig from the pole. 
What groundlefs fearsthe weak control 



« Bcnalif, 



Hear 
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Hear tfaietn address th^lr angry God, j 

And take his mercies for his rod : > 

Whilft thine, or BriidUfs carious, eyes lo * 

As calmly view the threatening /kics. 

The plagues, the famines, wgw they yield. 

As Colin drives his team a-field. 

Rolls the big thunder o'er the plain. 

Melt the fierce lighfniogs clouds to rain, * ^ 

Ah me I hovif impious, Crito cries. 

To lift thy hand agabft the ikies ; 

Thy lines of magick fteel to form. 

To brave the fury of the ftorm j 

With Franklin^' madly to defy 1 1 c 

The thunderer's red right-arm, on high. 

Bold Titan ! to ereft thy Hand 



* B, Franklhi £% ot Pbikdflphia, 



T9 
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i4 EPISTLES. Ep. L 

To wreft the light'nings from his hand ! * 

Yet thofe in phyficks better read 

At honeft Oifo fhake the head ; j go 

In pity, or derifion, fmile 5 

Nature and truth their guard the while. 

Thus, by unlike experience taught. 
Peculiar are our modes of thought ; 
Explained, by Cuftom's partial nod, 125 

The voice of nature and of God, 

Doft thou apply to faint or fagc. 
The guides of each believing age, 
The truths, which myfteries conceal. 
Or thofe of fcience to reveal? 130 

* Alluding to the manner of preventing the damage ap, 
prehended from thunder*clouds, difcover'd by our late im- 
provenients in eledbicitj^. 

From 
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Ep. I. EPISTLES. 15 

From far and near, what tales abfurd 

Adulterate the written word ! 

How oft the pure, and perfect, text 

Have bafc Theologifts perplexed ! 

What tranfcripts ! what interpolation ! 135 

Eternal fource of difputation ! 

Alas, Lorenzo^ few believe, 
|n faift, the doiSxines they receive. 
How few of ev -n the reverend tribe 
The very canons they fubfcribe I 14Q 

Do fuch their mother-charch defend ? 
On her pluralities depend : 
The mitre and the fine-cure 
Preferving beft her tenets pure. 
For, rob the priefthood of its gain, 145 

What pillar vtrill the church fuftain; 

What 
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,i6 EPISTLES. Ep. 1. 

What cement binds the crazy wall, 

Whofe fapt foundation threats its fall. 

Do fuch profcfs to turn the kej 

On my ftVies, hid from you and me j 1 50 

Or of the oracles of old 

The dubious phrafes to \infol4 ; 

To teach the truth to vulgar minds. 

Which Heav*n*s own blaze of rhetorick blinds? 

Ah, think not thefe will e'er difplay 155 

Their fecrets to the eye of day. 

Tell me what artift will impart 

To thee th' arcanum of his art. 

Not one — but all, refftv'd and fly, 

AfFed: to cheat th' obferver's eye : 160 

Their flighteft knacks important inade. 

To raife the wonder of their trade. 

Thus oft the. reverend tiro, taught 

That 
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That none may fcrvc their God for naught, 

Cafls o'er his ignorance a veil^ i6c 

Or mafks the moral of his tale ) 

Securely laughing in his fleevci 

When fools the tale itfelf believe* 

To fave his calling from abu£st 

His caution here, in fadl, of ufe# lyp 

For once his art Mid mift'ry* known 

Who churchy-authority would own ? 

As, when fublime conundrums hit, 

We laugh to fcorn the quibbler's wit j 

So, in rever;d enigmas wife, 175 

His riddling reverence we defpifc* 

Sayft thou, finde reformation's hand 
From fpiritual flavVy freed the land. 
The facerdotal hydra chain'd, 

^ Mijiery not Mj/iiry. See Johnfon's Dia. fol edit. 

c Sjr 
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i8 EPISTLE & E^J^ 

By truth opinions 4re rcftrain'd ? i8b 

Look round, believiog friend^ and fee 

How pious Protcftants^ agree. 

In what lefs fickle do. we find 

The daughter's than the mother's «iM ! 

For know th' abanddo'd fcarlet wbcxis' iSj 

Our prefent alma-matdr borcj 

Whofe beauty, modcfty and truth 

Were all debauched in nearly youth, 

While in fcraglio, dbfe confin'd. 

Sly priefi$ concealed her from mankind* 196 

And tho', when zeal to hide her fin. 

* The church of Rmi — of vfiAzYi ^ Ac ^rforito^a 
churches may be call'd the deifceiidftnts : tt lesift^, ib far as 
diey ufurp an ecclefiaftical authority and require implicit 
obedience: In which light only, fuch prefumption being 
deftru£Hve of their infikiitioR as ieauiiaiies of tmA-aiid 1^ 
%ibn, they arc ccnfur'd in the text* 

Had 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Had almoft flript het tdtiie'flan'i ' 

To flcrcen her battet'd ctikriiis JFrotri ftame, 

She laid to truth hW artful claim j "'^ "' ' 

Yet, once Cecure, thte Guiiiaing jade * ' 105 

Gave up its temporary aldj^ 

Playing again her mother's game ' 

With priefts of ev*ry church the fame** 

For tho'j in^ pure fexcefs of grace, 

Mifs perlc'd it in her mother's face/ aoo 

Her difobedienc6 felt the fmart. 

When ftabb'd her intVeft to the heart* 

What tho* fhe flaunt no longer gay ) ^ ^ 



J ^ i . 



. I 



« As the wprd prkft ^s not frequeiitljr uiM |tv.pm9)0|t 
difcourfe ti^fignifie a Proteftant divine, fo neither hath it 
here fuch an indifcriintnate impticatioA ; imalUng/filtii^ Of){)r 
as lay claim to that title by ^hejr maintiaining thfi tpeyts of 
church-authohty, and their endeavours rather to Keep the 
^tt4d in ig^u)?aflqe ftaa to jiJiSiife j^t >Wlv*W^:crf tf* 
trmth. 

C 2 Her 
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Her tawdry trappings caft away 5 

Her trim firaplicity, at bcft, 205 

Is vanity but fprupcly drefs'd. ^ 

What tbo' forbid, to patch and paint, 

And pafs the finner for a faint. 

Yet ftill the holy dame, afraid 

That truth and reafon ipoil her trade, ,, 210 

Her pulpit-trumpet founds to arms,, ; ^ 

And fills the zealot with alarms. 

Awaken'd by her fearful cries. 

Behold her doughty champions rife ; 

Arm'd cap-a-pie each, mother's fon, 215 

To fave their parent, roaring run ; 

Confcious how greatly to their coft 

Might church-authority be loft. 

While thus the orthodox in grain, 
•In fpitc of fate, their church maintain ; 226 

The 
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Ep. 1. EPISTLES. 21 

The truth, a term of meaning wide, 

To all the pricft affirms applied 5 

No lefs the hetVodox than they, 

From pride or av'rice, go aftray : 

As motives fimilar prevail 225 

With thofe who brew or broach the talc. 

Say, clfe, if feif-convidtion true 

The confcientious Henley knew i 

Fir'd by a pure religious zeal. 

That champion of the publick weal, 230 

For pence, the primacy to flight," 

To jeft with ev'ry facrcd rite, 

To trample, with avow'd dcfign. 

On laws both human and divine. 

Say what his aim, whole dread rebukes^ 235 

" If I would have changM my principles for intereft, I 
might have been Archbifhop of Canteriury before now. 
Henley, viva vdce. 

C 3 Craz'd 
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22 EPISTLES^ Ep, I 

Craz'd his poor neighbours of St. Luki*si^ 

Who, godly warfare proud to feck, 

In fufFrance turns the fmitten cheek ; 

As knavifli Jews, to fell their w^ure^ 

Abufe and infult tamely bear. 240 

No worldly gain to WbitJ^ld yields 

The plenteous hzx^tikQi ^oor-Fields y 

While from the gift of fterling gold. 

Like offrings to thjC Lord of old,** 

The coatlefs jprieft with Aaron yiesi^ 24^ 

And modern taberna^ks rife ? 

Or, are fanatick weavfirsL led- 

Becaufe his vanity is -fed j . 

• St. Luke^s hofpltal, for lunaticks, in Mow^Piehh^ 
near the Tabcmiicfe and Foundesy* 

» Sec Exod, ch, 35. 

« Alluding to their admitting coblcrt, pprtfersj and beg* 
^s as well as regular divines, to the oiinjiby. 
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A tickling traofport that he feels,, 

To find hU thcmfands at hU heels ; 250 

To hear the Jh p^0m rlngt 

Due to the hwo, faint or king j 

Which, ne'erthelefs, the mob beftow. 

On faintecj pick-pockets, below. 

If then, by pov^jrty or pride, 255 

The prieft and parfun Ipd alide ; 
While thcfe, th* inftrufl:or$ of mankind, 
Our ignorance their intereft find ; 
O fhun, Lcrens^o^ ihun the flreet 
Where difputgint theologues mect^ 260 

See the wipg'd (;ork> firom fide to fide 
Rebound, the truant fchool-boy's pride. 
With equal warmth, with eqyal noife. 
So thefe, by turns, like truant boys, 
Between what faint or father faith, 265 

C 4 Bang 
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Bang the light fliittlc-cock of faith; 

But hark ! what jargon ftrikcs our car ? 

What hebrcw madnien have we here ? 

What pen the frenzy fhall defcribe 

Of Hutcbinfon's or Bebmen's tribe ;• 270 

Who, fcorning reafon's vain pretence. 

Make war, a dire croifade, on fenie ? 

If reafon, thcpi reprizals make, 

At once their caufe and them forfakc, 

What wonder ? yet, in truth, -twere well zy^ 

Might Bedlam fpare one vacant cell ; 

Sinte no good chriftian, yet, for Law^^ 

Hath ftrown his darkened room with ftraw, 

Theologifts fo prone to err, 

^ Two of the mdft incomprehenfiblc writers that ever 
(rcflefted fcandal on the fciei^ce of diyini^. 

^ The Reverend Mr. PFilliam Law^r^z writer little in- 
feriour to Bihmen himfelf. 

Doft 
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Doft thou philofophers prefer ? 280 

Thefe oft^ an interefted fed» 

Like poverty or pride afied:« 

XjOgifians^ cafuifts by trade. 

At random draw their furious blade 3 

Taking, in gladiatorial pride, 2S( 

The cudgels up on either fide. 

To them indifPrent wrong or right; 

Swifs champions ! theirs the talk to fight : 

And ihare, with venal art, the prey 5 

The golden gettings of the day. 290 

So BrougbtonY heroes bruised and bled, 

At once for honour and for bread : 

And Ptmeti* virtuous thirft of fame 

Inur'd his iron lips to flame. 



..^ 



^ A famous boxer. 

* An cmii^cnt toad-eater. 
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Whether as near, from Change to Kew* 
To crofs the old bridge or the new, 
" Could neither wheel nor chain decide ?" 
Alas, my friend, they never tried. 33d 

For neither of thefe learned youth 
Car'd one brafs farthing for the truth : 
But each, to make his judgment out, 
Would drive fuU-fpeed ten miles about. 

Thtfrji^philofaphy^ in ufe 335 

Thus argumentative abufe : 
While truth and falfehood, right and wrong, 
Serve as the burthen of a fong : 
With fophifts, as with fcolding wives, 
Quarrel the bufinefs of their lives. 340 

* Brundljitfmminuci miiitts via ducaty an AppL HoR, 

** A term in vogue, given, by way of eminence, to the 
philofophy of the prefent age. 

I Leave 
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Leave then, LorenzOy vain diipute. 
Empty the trimnph to confiite. 
Nor thofe for truth's dcfbidcrs take. 
Who cavil but 'for cavil's fake* 

But is there^ lay-man or divine^ 345 

In whom good fenfc and .temper join; 
A prieft of honcft ^^Cl^her'^ mould. 
Or theift moderate as bold, 
To whom indulgent He^v'n affij^'d 
A truly ethick turn of mind j / 3 50 

Who dares the mob in fcorn to hold ; 
Hath weighed the happinefspf gold; 
Hath found the pond'rdus cheat fo lights 
That avarice gets nothing by't ; 
Who rates the value of a name , 355 

*^ The late Bifliop of Clogher ; an honour to his profeC- 
lion, as well as to the age and country in which he Hv'xL 

From 
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From th' infigatfictnoe of fame ) : 

Not vainly feeking moce to :k|iow - ' 

Than God,, hm gbr'n to mm, lacbW ; 

Yet, whercfoe'er dUplay^d Jvei? chat*jfe, ' 

Pmbracing twf^ with >o|i*efi urtns^ — - ' ^ 60 

On fuch ii.tf^^<;»80L mt^^c^Rd, 

For guide,, pfeBofophefian^ friend. ' . - 

" But where fuch friend aftd guide'* you cry* 

Knowft thdtt ijp fudi P alas, ti&tL ' 

For O, the truth, in to, how few 365 

HavepoW'r or talents, to purfiic. - 

Alike th' afoilitica imfit 

Of pediant dull or fprightly wit. 

Of captious critiqks, ifchdiafts v«n, '^ 

lOf ^ev'ry fuperficiai ibram* ' ^37^ 

Indeed too oft ey'n genius gains , , 

Ittlabcoir only ifor ks. pains: 

Im- 
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Iamioita31w(kiKA:ieldom her^ 
Dupes, from itmt nrnthet:'^ miBc, to &ar; 
Tho'fmooddyxqn tfaeliackneyVlky ' 375 
Along the beaten, moTBl way 1 
Should truth 00 cufiom tarn its bad;:, 
Or^deviate from the ndgar tnck^ 
Like crabs, with retrogreflim iiuc^ 
iSuchtem^risingbacdssDetEeat^l fSo 

To worn-out tunes th' old ca6c^ agaia. 

^v*n thus tbyfeylritc bard tctir^. 
Whom ev'ry mufe at once infpir'd. 
Whole ftrains jmtnqrtaiize the j;uide jS^ 

fKs fdi&liaflrpiotiflrd&rfe^^ ■ 

In leading-ftrin^.,ran bold and wilier; 
But, fes*iol^4iirafetf1oMiid- 

Seiz'd 



Digitized by Google 



32 EPISTLES- Bpi I. 

Seiz'd his old^ tottering ih6dier's bahd*"^ 390 

]Look back> Loreni^^ never Aou^ 
When fet thy hand unto the ploughs 
In vain we facrifipe to truth 
The fportive giddinefe of youth. 
If falfhood's painted charms engage • 395 
The doting levity of age. ' 

Truth's thorny paths who fear to run. 
Should e'er her dang'rous portal ihun : 
Nor fet like heroes boldly out. 
To founder in the deeps (rf* doubt. 400 

^^ The church of Rpmey to which Mr. Pop0 returned, 
after having written his effaj on man : for, that he was a 
true romah-catholick at the time of his writing that eflay is 
a tale, adapted merely to the credulity and ignorance of a 
Racine. Ui^els in<leed we havt as Jittle opinion of his . 
judgment as his friend Bolingbroke had : who is faid to 
have ridicuril him as one who underftood nothing of his 
pwn principles, nor law to v^at they naturally led. 

1 Yet 
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Yet ne'er forget— tho' boldnefs thine^ : . 
TempVance that boldnefs. muft refihe. < 
Triic temp'rance, rational and brave 5^ '^ ^ 
To ftoick pride no fallen flave : - - 
Not fuch as, gently meek and mild, 405 

Betrays the weaknefs of a child j : ' 

Nor that, without or fear or wit, i 

By chance, ev'n blunderers may get. 

The rajh^ too angry to be bold, ^ 

By falfhood oft are bought and fold. 410 

Tht proud^ too haughty to be wife. 
See not where grov'ling errour lies. 
The heedlefs counts without his hoft. 
Or runs his nofe againft the poft : 
And oft their tinx'rous indolence 415 

The meek indulge, at truth's expcncc. 

So hard to keep that middle way, 

D From 
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From which inquiry ne'er Ihould ftray j 

While, for the tafk, as hard to find 

A truly firm, capacious mind s 420 

No wonder fools, the would-be-wif§, 

$uppofe in doubt that wifdom lies : 

Or that, becaufc fo (hort their fight. 

Truth may be errour, wrong be right,** 

For ignorance, to footh its pride, 425 

Mufl feek its own defefts to hide, 

**^ Cicero foinewhere obfervcs, there is na opinion, how- 
ever abfurd, which has not been efpous*d by fome or other • 
of the philofoph/n^. And iK^hing (urely can be more fo 
than the famous inference drawn from the weaknefs of the 
human underftanding, /. e. that, becaufe we do not com* 
prehend ev'ry thing, we in reaKty, know nothing. Agrippa^ 
it is true, has declaim^ prettily, and the ingenious Biihop 
^f Avranches chopp'd logick as dextroufly on the fubjefl:. 
Yet, alas, fuchis the perverfenefs of conunon-fenie that the 
greateft part of mankind, even to this day, do infift on the 
certainty of their knowing the rif^t hand from the left. 

Af- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Ep. I. EPISTLE S. 35 

AfFeding, hence, all uobelref/ 
, Is Scote infidel in chief* - * / - 
His hand and heart, his iears and eyes 
Confeffing what his tongue denies ? 430 

To truth in ev'ry fyfiem -blind. 
Yet feeking it where none fhall'find ** ^ - - 
Lorenzo^ here his wit a cheat, ^ ^ ^ ^ 

That mocks his judgment with deceit. - ^ 

Where'er opinion gaily dr^fs'd, 435 

Runs gadding in her rainbow veft. 
Among her fiftcrhood, a crew 
Of motley wives black, red or blue 5 
See fkeptick faith, the truth in chafe,^ 

Run giddily, from face to face 5 " ^ 44b 

Now this, now that, by turns, enjoy 5 

Nor find them falfe till Found* to cloy. ' ' 
Thus, with the fair he moft admires, 

D 2 Full 
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Full foon the wav-ring Jover tires. 

At morn, I^er fmiles with joy he meets ^ 445 

At night, affronts her in the.ftreets; 

^y loofe fufpicion wand'ring led, > 

Or fpider fancy's flimfy thread ; • 

Till, on fome lying, whore, atlaft, 

He lights, and holds her dogmas faft. 450 

Oppos'd to thefe, nor ftrange to find, 
Jn uniformity combined, . ^ 

Believing thoufands ; who fuppofe 
Truth with a mob for ever goes : 
As if convinced the rabble, rojut, . 455 

Becaufe too obftinate to doubt. 
Yet cufloms old or fa(hions new 
Are all th' unthinking herd purfue. 
The orthodox in drefs^nd fong 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Ep. 1. E P I S T L E S, 37 

As modifh as to right and wrong.*' 460 

Of cuftom born, to fafliion bred. 

Thus blind credulity is led: 

While modes of faith, like modes of drefs. 

Mankind capricioufly profefs. 

Yet all agreed, through fhamc or pride, .465 

Nature's fimplicity to hide. 

Whatever the fefhion of the time, . 

It holds the naked. truth a crime. 

Thus, to a man, we find the crowd. 

To doubt too baftiful, or too proud, ^ 470 

In crrour rather chufe to fall. 

Than boafl: no fcheme of faith at all. 

Impatient, hence, of flop or ftay. 

They blunder on the brqadetl way ; - 

f « Whatever country you go into, let the religion bo 
what it will, the unthinking part thereof are always the re-» 
putcd orthodox.* Dzn. to B£ay on ^^n.iT^ ' ^ 

P3 o 
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Ot make a guide, incvVy fti'eeti 47* 

Of fool or kna^re, the firft they meet 

Authorities how blifad and kme 
Hence bring the credulous to fhame j 
While all revere the tnouldVing page^ 
Where moths have fpent their gothick rage* 480 
Tales half deftroy'd, the reft fo true ! 
So much infpir*d the Lord-^knows-^who V^ 

Couldfl thou, Lormzd^ build thy hope^ 
On muftis, patriarchs of popes j 
On names implicitly depend, 485 

And mere authorities defend? 
Split on this rock, miftaken youths 
Loft virere thy voyage fo the truth : 
Tveere beft to give thy kbottf o'er, 

'^ There Is nothing fo contemptible, fays tjlanville^ but 
antiquity can render it auguft and excellent. 

Nor 
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Nor urge in vain diy genius more, 490 

Lorenzo^ credit not too foon 
Fine tales and tidings from the moon : 
Nor, howfocver learn'd or juft ; 
In prieft or prophet put thy truft. 
By Paul or by jipollos taught, 495 

Still to one teil their tenets brought, 
Their dod;rines, howfoever true. 
Adopt not till they're fo to you. 
For oft, when ftript of its difguife. 
Folly the wifdom of the wife. 500 

Yet fupcrciiioufly rejedt 
No dogmas that the world' refpedl. 
'Gainft fuch too raftily ne'er inveigh ; 
Nor caft thy grandfire's wit away. 
Difdaming at the lamp to pore, 505 

That lights us to the clailick lore, 

D 4 The 
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The half-taught deift thus exclaims 

At texts revcr'd and hallowed names. 

Damning profane or facred writ, 

Tfhat fquares not with his (hallow wit. 510 

But while, through ignorance or pride. 
Opinions thus the world divide 5 
Faith made the prieft's and ftatefman'stool; 
By turns while truth and falftiood rule, 
Or, with fome temporizing view, 515 

Nonfcnfe, that's neither falfe nor true ; 
Canft thou, at eafe in doubt, my friend. 
On points too dark thy faith fufpend ? 
Canft thou the world's efteem forego; 
And burns thy bofom but to know ? 520 

Is truth thy only creed profefs'd ? 
Canft leave to providence the reft ? 

Throw partial fyftems all afide. 

And 
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Ep. I. EPISTLE S. 41 

And take thy knowledge for thy guide. 

See where the ftream of Science flows 525 
From nature^s fountain, whence it rofe ; 
Through hills and dales meandVing led. 
As clear as at the fountain head. 
Stand thou not fhiv'ring on the brink. 
Once well embark'd thou canft not fink : 530 
Nor can the current falfely guide. 
While reafon s banks inclofe the tide ; 
Whence truth, in fight, on either hand. 
Smiles on thy voyage through the land. 

But, O, with caution, hoift thy fail, 535 
To court the rnetaphyfick gale ; 
Left, hurried on, thy heedlefs youth 
Should lofe, with land, the fight of truth ; 
Turned forth adrift; ihy lot to take. 
On crrour's broad unfathom'd lakej s^^ 

I 'Mqng 
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*Mong ftruck leviathans, in vain. 

To plunge and flounder through the main : 

Where tides nor fet, nor currents fleer j 

But winds all round the compafs veer; 

While floating ifles, that cheat the fight, 545 

To faithlefs anchorage invite : 

JMbes^ St. Jobn^ Hume and hundreds more^ 

Rich barks ! all virreck'd upon the fhore. 
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ARGUMENT. 

On Science, as our guide to truth — ^Thc criterion 
befl: adapted to the opinion of individuals — 
The abfurdity of perfccution — Our preten- 
iions to divine, and the bounds of human 
knowledge. 
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S U M M A R r. 



OCUncey though admitted os the rule of faith in matters r<- 

hting to the invejiigation of truths is neither exclufwemr ' 
univerfaly offering only oter opinion in fpeculatiye points. 
For s however refined are our credenda, we infenftbly join^ in 
our pra^ical notions^ with the rejl of mankind.^^fVhatever 
obje^iony therefore yfcientifick inquirers may make to thefyftems 
ef others J none can be made to their fixing the criterion of truth 
on Knowledge : the certainty (f which isj by implication y ad^ 
miited in the general pretenfans of mankind to commpn-fenfe. 
— This is the privilege ofev*ry mindy without dijiin^ion ; e* 
nabling us equally to draw like conclufionsfrom likefremifes. 
'^All aHual difpute^^ therefore y arifes frqm fome mifunderm 
Jianding^..or different acceptation, of the matter inauejlim : 
as the moji ignorant peafant is equally certain of the^ proofs he 
comprehends with the greateji philofopher* — For the fame rea^ 
fon, neverthelefsy tkofe wo^ld be engaged in a defperate under* 
takingy who Jhould attempt to reconcile mankind to any xint 
fyjiem of opinion \ ih£ capacity and credulity of individuals 
being, fo 'Qery differ enty in confequence of their diverfity of 
temperament, education and experience. — // is injurious and' 
ridiculous, therefore, to ififult others, for thinking in the 
manner we ourfelves Jhould have done, under the fame cir^cum^ 
fiances. — // is Jlill more abfurd to reprobate the reji of man* 
kind for not believing what we ourf elves do not, nor can pof 

■ Jibl3 
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fhly he made iOj believe: as is the cafe when we would im* 
foje tene^^ that either cpntradiii themfehes^ or are^ infa&^ 
elownrigbt mnfenfe For it is impojfible to believe apparent 
faljhood^ or to he convinced of any things h ^ fi} ^f vjordSf 
that convey no determinate meaning •— — Myfterious or unirkr 
teWgibk proportions cannot^ tberefirey he believed ^^ If the 
truth of revelation^ in general^ he admittid^ as vd^at is r^- 
veaPdfrom Heaven mufl undoubtedly be true^ the difficulty 
of knowing what is particularly foj or who are the truly in^ 
fiir^dy is yet inexplicably great.'^Tho* the power of working 
miracles alfohe allow*daproofofinjpiraiiony in the agent ^ the 
faHaej of pretended onesy andthe fuppos^d infpiration ofim* 
pojlorsy are ahnojl invincible objlacles to ourdifcovery of the 
truth. — Tie fuppofttiony alfoy that real miracles are tranf 
grejpons of the laws of nature is not at all necejjbry to fup^ 
fort their veracity j but argues the contrary ; and implies an in* 
jurious rejleifion on the omnipotence and prefcience of the Deity. 
'^Whatever reafonable objeStionsy howevery we may have a* 
gainJI putting implicit faith in either pretended miracles or r^-* 
velation j yet as the utmojl extent offcientifick difcovery falls fo 
infinitely Jbort of a perfect knowledge of the defigns and opera* 
tions of J^at%re\ we cannot phiUfophically deny that God 
fometimes produces effeStSy for ends heft known to himfelfy by 
means whqlfy unknown to^us.^-^To proceedy neverthelefsy in our 
inquiries on the mojl certain grounds^ the criterion of Science 
is to be neglected only in points indifputably and intelligibly r<!« 
veaPd* 

E P I S- 
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OR to the fount of TJippocreiKy 
Nc«- groves of laurel ever green. 



Nor where the wanton graces flray, 
3Vith flow'rs is ftrown the mufe's way. 

2 Lo. 
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4? EPISTLES. Ep. II. 

Lorenzo^ no, I more rejoice ^ 

At reafon's bold, and manly, voice 
Than at the fofteft, fprightlieft air 
Mirth ever fung to lighten care : ^ 

Truth's fober tale more pleased to hear ^ ^ 

Than all that tickle fancy's ear; ; lo 

Tho' fuch, to babbling echo fweet. 
Aloud the publick voice repeat. 
Our numbers, then, let truth excufe. 
If rudely fing th' unpolifli'd mufe; 
Carelefs of ornament, and proud i^ 

To difFei;frona the fing-fong^crowd. 
So boailful of their poor pretence 
To fwell with found their ftarveling fenfe. 
Truth hopes not for poetick praife : 
To fidlion facred are the bays. 20 

Doft thoii; LorenzOyGWl demur : 

So 
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J^. //• EPISTLES. 4^ 

So fearful in thy icarch to «r, 

If plac'd thy fakh on petite abne 

Whofe trudi dcmonftrtlivdy known j 

Thefe much too ibw> and too confin'd^ 25^ 

To ferve the puipoie of maiikind. 

» 

Let a trite moral here advHe. 

*^ Be not more credulous than wife/' 

Whalerer doubts dby courfe impede^ 

Seek not to ano^ify thy creed, 30( 

By myft'ries dark or dogmas old, 

Becaufe to fon from father told i 

Severely to known titrth confined. 

Of little faith ware all maakind* 

Thy.prefent, arduous tafk, my friend, 3^ 

No vague determinations end. 

Of practice ^eolation wide. 

Demands for thee a furer guide. 

E If 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



, /o E P I S T L E S* Ep. n. 

If in the former prone to ftray. 

The juftling world oppofe our way : 40 

While, in the laft, are thoufands flown 

Paft the world's knowledge or their own. 

^' But hath this fcientifick choice 

" The fuflxagc of the general voice : 

" The means confiftent with the end ; 45 

" That truth which you, yourfclf, commend ?'** 

Lorenzo^ fee to common-fenfe^ 
How juft, how gen ral the pretence. 
To nation, climate, age or £b6t. 
Unlimited without reipe^St: 50 

Whence, howfbcver wide we ilray, 

• Sec the bcgining of the firft Epijile. 

^ By common-renfe is not meant any fet of principles, 
or method of logicizing eftablHhed by cuftom. But an in- 
nate capacity in all mankind to reafon, or draw conclu* 
fions, from what they hear and fee. 

When 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Ep. IL EPISTLES. 51 

When church, or fyftem, lead the way> 

All, of neceffity, agree 

In what, alike, they hear and fee* 

For not a fon of Adani% race 5 j[ 

Innate conviction can efface* 

The highland loon, the lowland lout. 

Wild /r^ fierce, and G7/»M'/2« ftout, . . 

The boor that BJbynland's polder drains, 

Tho' reafon flumber in his brains, 60 

All, all, like premifes in view,* 

The like conclufions ever drew* 

For know that like our mother earth 
Its human offspring, at its birth* 
Where fertile clay and barren fand 6^ 

Compofe the variegated land, 

« Premifes not only alike in terms, but whofe terms are 
alike underftood. 

E2 Th' 
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52 EPISTLES. Ep. IL 

Th' unequal ftrata of the foil 

Unequally demand our toil : 

The rich that toil with gain repay ; 

Thrown on the poor our pains away. 70 

In man's uncultivated mind 

So varied is the' foil, in kind. 

The flowVs of fcience, frefh and fair. 

On fom$ expand, wiliK)ut our care ; 

On others fcarpe, by culture, grow. 7$ 

The buds, that wither a$ they bbw.. . 

Yet here effentiajly gllied* 3l 

Howevei' clfe di?erft6ed^ 

The fertile marl, the fteril fand r 

A Kke the feed or plant, demand r Sxjr 

Denied no more fpontaneous gf aifl 

To Bergen's rocks than Baia's plain* 



* The country near Baia^ celebrated by Pliny and o- 

tbersy 
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Ep. 11. EPISTLES. 53 

So, not a truth innate our own/ 

The feeds of knowledge muft be fown. 

Experience flow muft fwell the root, ^5 

And tend the fibres as theyfhoot ; 

Or fpeedier aid inftrudlioft grant. 

And flips of foreign growth implant. 

The mental and material claim 
Here too eflfentiaily the fame : 90 

Grow feed or plant where'er it will 
In kind *tis propagated ftill. 



thcrs, as the moft fruitful part of Jtaly^ Nullus in erli 
locusy fays Horace^ Balis pralucet amcenif. Agreeable Co 
the above fentiment, it is at prefent called Terra di Lavort* 

• Tho' we have not, ^1, by nature, an eqtial^capacit^ to 
acquire knowledge, our minds may, neverthelefs, be juftly 
confider'd as originaHy talul^ rafa ; in which there may be 
^ very eflential difference, however, as to their aptitude for 
impreffion. 

E 3 No 
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;54 E P I S T L E S. Ep. 11. 

No foil nor climate can produce 
In tares the J)arley's potent juice : 
To thorns no culture can aflign 95 

The purple honours of the vine. 
Thus when, by fimple nature's aid. 
Put forth fenfation^s tender blade ; 
If, to perfedion nearer brought. 
It bloom and ripen into thought, 100 

Wherever fituate the root ; 
The fame its intelledlual fruit. 
Its tafte, its form, perhaps, we blame, 
But ftill its genus is the fame ; 
In this no poverty of foil, 105 

No dullnefs ever mock'd our toil. 
If vainly, then, in lettered pride. 
The fcholar deep is dignified ; 

So falfci fo empty the pretence 

Of 
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Ep. II. EPISTLES. 55 

Of wits to more than common-fenfe ; no 

If plain to th' idiot as to you 

Th* immediate objedt of his view j 

While ev'n the blockhead truly knows 

Far as his little fcience goes ; 

Confiftent, fure our confidence, 115 

In fearch of truth, on common-fenfe : 

That genVal index to mankind/ 

To tafte and genius unconfin'd ; 

Pointing in all one common way; 

By duUnefs fhorten'd but its ray ; 120 

Of wit and knowledge all the end 

In length that radius to extend: 

In ftubborn age, or pliant youth. 

Its bearing in the line of truth 5 

! SccEpiftlcthcfirft. ,,• . 

E4 .: A 
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S6 EPISTLES. Ep. 11. 

A needle conftant to the pole, 125 

^Whence beams true faith upon the fouL 
Doft thouobjeft " if common-fenfc 
^ ^* So plaufible an evidence, 

" And all mankind of this poffefs'd, 

« That any differ from the reft/' 1 30 

Know thou when honeft minds diffent, 

Mifunderftood their argument : 

Different the premifes appear, 

Elfe were the fix'd dedudlion clear. 

Hence half our numerous quarrels rife. 135 

We fee not with each others eyes : 

So that precifely all ^ike 

Nor terms, nor things conception ftrike. 
^ For ev*ry individual draw* 

His plan by mere perfpedlive laws j 140 

Fix'd to one llation, time and place. 

In 
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Ep.U. EPISTLES. 57 

In powV no full furvcy to trace 5 

T\it falfe miftaking oft for true^ 

Obfcrv^d at diff'rent points of view. 

So^ when to cheat the partial fight^ 145 

And prove in mirth that black is white. 

With lights difpos'dthe fhades between. 

In folds is ipread the artful fcene ; 

Opposed, the colours flxike the eye. 

And he afiirms what you deny. 150 

Here fpotlefs aU appears and fair; 

Perceiv'd a total blacknefs there. 

The demoaibration of his fi^ 

Who doubts? who knows not black from white ? 

^Thus evidence iiipports difputc j 155 

Nor one the other can refute. 

And yet is common-fenfe to blame ? 

The premifes were not the fame. 

Were ^ 
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.58 EPISTLE S. Ep. U. 

Were thefe alike, tho* fay you err, 

Both would infallibly concur i : 1 60 

For take each others point of fight. 

And fet, at once, the matter right.' 

Conceive not, then, becaufe we find 
One fource of truth in ev*ry mind. 
We individuals think to fee, i6r 

At ev'ry time and place^ agree. 
As well, amidft yon grove of trees 
While plays a conftant eaftern breeze, 

« From the coiifideration of the different appearances of 
circumftances and jthings to different minds, many of the 
. Acadmlcks fagacioufly concluded there was no criterion, 
whereby we might diftinguifh between reality and appear- 
wccj truth and faUhood, A deducSion ridiculous e- 
nough. For, in the words of Mr. Pwpey 

If black and white blend, foften and unite 
A thouiand ways 5 is there no black or white ? 

^ Each 
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Ep. IL EPISTLES. 59 

Eacb4uigle ipray we hope to find 

In one diredUon, weft, reclined. 170 

For, tho' to truth alike our claim. 

Our tafte nor fentiments the fame. 

For dufky green the jaundiced eye 
Miftakes the clear-blue fummer iky ; 
The diftant fcene, however bright, 175 

Is darknefs to the fhort of fight s 
To loaded ears as whifpers ftill 
The clack and thunder of the mill. 
Thus loft, as colours on the blind. 
On dullnefs qualities refin'd; 180 

Than mufick to the deaf no more. 
To ignorance th' abftradted lore. « 

Hence oft objedion calls us out. 
To fatisfy the blockhead's doubt j| 
Who not one proofs whereon depends 1 85 
Ik His 
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6o EPISTLES. E^. II. 

His fought fdutioo;^ comprehends :^ 
The triteft arguments,, of yore, 
In vain repeated o'er and o'er. 
Proving how ftuitlefe were the toil. 
The jarring world to reconcile^ 1 90 

And yet, as but from time and place 
Otir fevVal mode& of thought we trace,. 
Alas ! how bUndly do we run 
Each others hef efy to ihun ) 
Our own ouf glory and oflr pride, 195 

While curfes^ aU the lagift betide : 
9y pious children xkiott'd their fice. 
By fires, their c^dren to helL-fire: 
, Heirs to falvation's brightcr^^>bere 

^ Tous ceux, fiifi 4 itttaiti Fpmh imA$t^ qui^lbiit ca« 
pable de faire des otyedions, ne font pas toujours en etat de 
comprcndre tous les principes, (font depend la icfblution dc 
^Hop objedioiMr 

So 
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^. If^ EPISTLE-a 61 

So flrangely d^atnii'd, and domaing here ! 200 

Thus Calvin igootantly ra^^ 

At fouls which^ therefore, LutSerikYts*, 

To both denied Lord Petfr*s keys j ' I 

Who (huts oQt heretkks likp theib.' 

And yet ev'oithc^, who boaft*o feel . - . 205^ 

Their bofoms \>tixn wbk chriftkn^rf j : 

Who dooming mjdiliiliiifintohcU^ ' , 

With pride u^Kharitakk fivril;., j : 

In Naz'retb hnoly or Bitbi^im bora^ . > 

Had laugh' d oiur fiavioair^s bitflLtoicom } .zm 

Mere Turks, deoobnt'd £cfi you arid 6)c, :\ 

The bitter fruit /o£^a^iwfe'sir«i . 

To eat with fiends iselow: the 4obm 

Of Anti-Mabomet ^ibdJlamef 

Yet,, blind as Sampfpn^ when deljpair 215 

Had funk ht« life below his cate. 

The 

\ 
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62 E P I S T L E S; B^. IL 

The numbers Wanton Gaza lofk 

Dcftroy'd but at his proper Goft> 

Half-witted Zeal, of all the left, 

Itfelfconden^ns among the; f eft: 220 

For, if required by gracious Heaven 

<^ur fcrvice butas knowledge given. 

Should I in Pope or Mufti, truft; r 

For proving to their tenets juft, . 

Your rule to cenfure me, or 'mine, . 22$ 

Holds the likie condemnation thine.' 

Yet ftill more wicked, .weak and blind 

This reprobating zeal we fimi^ 

When, void of truth, abfurd. and vain 

The tenets zealots thus mainJtain^ : 230 

Oh! how ridiculous and odd : \ 

^ Therefore thdu art incxcu&ble, O man, whofoever 
thou art, that judgeft : for wherein thou judgdft another 
thou condemneft thyfelf. 

That 
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Ep. IL EPISTLES. 63 

That zeal precipitate for Gfod, 

So (hort of knowledge, ""that, indeed. 

It underflands not ev'n its creed. 

For know, whatever the world pretend, 235 
But few believe what they defend. 
In modes of faith, tho' falfehood taught, 
Nonfenfe is equally their fault : 
Thoufands by forms of fpecch deceive 
Ne'er yet by mortal man believed • 240 

Greeds penned, as faid^ at Heaven's coinmajjd, ' 
In terms no foul can underiland ; 
Or fuch, tho* thunder'd from on high, x 
That plainly give themfelvcs the lie. 
But fure, if words no fenfe convey, 245 

^ I bear them record, fays St, Paul, c/ihe Jews^ that 
they have a zeal of God, but not according to know- 
ledge. 

Faith 
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64 BPISTLES. ^.11. 

Faith ift their uttVaacc dies away j 

Nor can a Angle fon of Eve 

Apparent falfehood e'er belicye** 

Beiief iio raguc dedaimer's rant. 

No bigot's creed, no fofJiift's cant j z$m 

'Tis not the fbripturetext to quote^} 

To get our catechifm by rote $ 

O'er homilies to fpcnd die day 3 . 

At midnight, half aflccp, to pray j 

To chatter matins at the dawn, ^ 255 

' A man may; perhaps believe a propofition to be true, 
tho* he cannot conceive how it can poffibly be ib : but he 
never can fincerely bdiere apofition t^^t contradifis itfeli^ 
or is evidently falfe. — Thus I may believe that one man 
has rais'd another from the dead, tho' I cannot underftand 
by what meaos it can poffibjy be true ; but I can never 
adually believe that two are buit one^ and that the fame om 
is, at the fame time, two ; becaufe it is a contradidion in 
terms, and apparently impoffibic, 

o 
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tp. IL E P I S t L E S* 65 

Or gabble with the man of lawn : 

True faith that confcioufnefs of foul> 

That times nor accidents control j 

Save thofe adapted and combined 

To root conviaion from the mind* 269 

For know that neither threats nor blowg 

Sincere belief can ecr impofe. 

The monk's hot zeal, the jefuit's Ml 

Lead not conviftion as they will, 

Go, turn inquifitor and burn ^65 

The hereticks, all round, in turn j 

The Turk, refufing to refign 

His fcnfual paradife for thine j 

The Indian, that in death pretend3 

To vifit but his former friends; 9,79 

Unlefs his faith what you may tell^ 

Of joys in Heav'n and pains in Hell. 

F Npt 
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66 EPISTLES. Ep. U. 

Not one of all the fuffering tribe 

Thy fentim.ents per- force imbibe. 

Howe'er induc'd by hope or fear, •, . 275 

The mind is no free agent here : 

To change theij: faith beyond the power 

Of martyrs at their dying hour. 

How idly, then, enthufiafts rave 

Of fyftems, that will damn or fave > ,280 

Or think true profelytes to gain 

By torture, gallows, whip or chain : 

iSince, ever conftant to its cjufe. 

True faith depends on nature's laws 5 

By nonfenfe nor caprice mifled, 285 

The honeft heart and fobcr head. 

How idly wild fanaticks preach. 

While ignorant of what they teach. 

The fpirit ne'er aiFcdls the mind, 

Un. 
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tJnlefs with ta uriderftanding join'd 1 £90 

Nor hath tlie word, if void of (tn^t^ 

To gofpcl pbwV the leaft pretence."* 

Some certain meaning, hence, and plain 

A faving faith muft needs contain : 

if fix'd its oSjeiS, fure^ no lefs 2^J 

The fcnfe of terms our creed exprefs : 

A parrot, elie, if none deceive her, 

*A found andf orthodox believer > 

Convinc'd as muck as ever yet 

The Athanafkn paroquet/ joO 

Let hot fanaticifm deceive. 

Fa None 

^ The nonfenfe of our modern filnta is, therefore^ c^ 
qually reprehenfible with the afFeftation of fpeaking in un- 
known tongues, fo feverely cenfur'd, in ,the ApQftle/3 firft 
letter to the Cor^ chap. 14. , , 

■ That the Athanajiaris believe nothing by the creed they 

pro 
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68 EPISTLES. Ep. II 

None can a myftery believe,' 

Tho* plung'd by zeal in errour deep. 

While common-fenfe lies faft afleep. 

Their faith rafh bigots ftrangely boaft ; 305 

The ftrongeft his who's cheated moft ; 

Who leaft for truth prefumes to fearch ; 

But headlong runs into the church. 

For, laid thy hand upon thy heart. 

The formule of thy creed impart ; 3 10 

Doft thou its fubftance comprehend ? 

profefs, might be perhaps too harfh to fay, as we confe^ 
that, after the way which they call herefy^ we believe it 
ourfelves: but that they deceive tbemfelves, in fuppofing 
-tbcy Ideally believe what they fay, is, for the above reaibns, 
very evident. 

• That is, a m]rfterious or non-intdligible propofition 3 
as the real aflent, or diiTent, of the mind muft necef&rily^ 
fucceed (bme determinate ccmception of the premifes laid 
down : fo that no man can poffibly believe a pofition he 
does not underftand. 
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Mp. It E I> I S T L E S- 69 

Lo ! all its myftery's at an end.' 
In ^ite of their mifguiding zeal. 
Here to their hearts let all appeal : 
Enough if juft be their pretence 315 

To honefty and common-fenfe : 
Here refts that umpire of mankind, 
Confciencei the God within the mind. 
At eaftern temples as, of yore, ? 

Without the threfbold of the door, 320 

In reverence, did the zealof ufc 
To doff, and leave, his dirty fhocs : 
Like him, the mod^n faithful, taught 
That reafon is a thing of naught. 
Left they (hould foil the church with doubt, 325 
Their undefftandings leave without. 
For aik who thus in myftery truft, 
If Euclid's demonftration's juft ; 

F3 If 
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79 EPISTLES. Mf,. II 

If truth the geomctripk art, '1 

Or fubtile algebra, impart. ' '339: 

Unknowing what precifely meant, 

'^k^y honeftly refpfe aflent ; 

Confefs they firft mqft comprehend, / / 

Before they credit or contend. 

O felf condemn'd I O dead to fhame ! 335 

Have thefe a confcience void of blame j 

Whp take no worldly points on tnift, 

Put fcruple till they know them juft j 

Yet their fupreme cqncerns will reft 

pn tenets half the world contefl: j .340 

Convi(5bion openly defie. 

And ^'^th their tongues their hearts belie ( 

Thefe the true faithful fhall we call ? 

Thefe have, alas, no faith at all, 

for, howfoe'er with art they ftrivc 345 

T9 
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Ep. 11. E P I a T L E S7 yf. 

To keep abfufdity alive, 

Cloath'd in equivocal difguife. 

Or garb of truth, their fpecious lies, 

Still cgmmon-fenfe, unrooted out. 

Will find a flaw to fix a doubt : 3 5^ 

And v^here onfe doubt is left behind . 

No firm belief informs the mind. 

Y^t is there whofe officious zeal 
Pretends a confcioufncfs to feel, 
A fix'd internal evidence 355 

Of axioms, hid from common-fcnfe ; 
A flrongcr teftimony given. 
By infpiration breath'd from Heaven ? 
Lorenzo^ neither you, nor I, 
What God reveals can c^er deny. 360 

But here how needful ta be wife 
To know where revelation lies, 

F 4 Art 
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Art thou thyfclf infpir'd by Heav'n ? 

Tell mc what certain proof is given, 

Poft thou intuitively view 365 

What reafon tells thee muft be true ? 

No revelation here required j 

How proves foch truth that thou'rt infpir'd ? 

For why infpir^d, if but to tell 

What reafon might have told as welK 379 

As truth beholds thy mental eye 

What feems to all the world a lie j 

Thy proof imagination ftrong ? 

Here alfo may ft thou ftill be wrong, 

From Heay -n if ever lir'd concek^ 375 

Brandy has alfo done the feat 

Nay oft th^ infatuate of brain, 

Of Heav'n^s prefum'd ipjun^kions y^n^ 

Have madly broke its dfcad commandSj^ 

I And 
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E/>. 11. e P I ^ T L B ail j;^ 

And dipt in blood tbeir muidViog tiaod^ 3S0 

If God or devil then infpirc,, 

Of reafon ftill we .rauft inquire : 

And reafon doubtlcfs would repljv 

*^ Heav'n never yet rcveal'd alie," 

On others gifts confiding more, 38^ 

Doftgive thine own pretenfions ofer ? 

Doft firom th* infpir!d thy faith receive. 

And pin it on thy neighbour's lleeve ? 

Reafon or Heav'n muft tell thee too. 

If fuch be more infpir'd than you* 3^<r 

^^ Where th«i the proof ?" I frankly own,^ 

To me, yet uninfpir'd, unknown : 

Such guides, to me, by madnefs fir'df 

As madmen,' with the Turks, ini^ir'd. 

pMore property perhaps i^^fo/^' The fentimctttas it Atti 

la 
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7^4 E P I S T L E S/ Ep: 11. 

^ Ift fpitc oi Middleton and Hutne^ \ 395 
JDoft thou on miracks preAimc? 
To revelation thfcfe thy guid^ j 
Thy faith by wonders verified* 
Go thou, and, cafy of bdicf, - . 
My cdmradeafkaf I^ a thief* 400 

If infpiration falfe and true, 
Sure miracles fufpicious too : 
And, hence, thy conduit moft abfurd. 
To take for one the other's word. 
Our fouls how long to damn and fave, 405 
Hath fobtile prieftcraft play'd the knave ! 
Its pupils trained, from early youth, 
T'cquivocate and hide the truth j 
To praCtifc the deception nice; 
Of tricking hand, or q.uaint device-; 41P 

To cheat the palate, nofe and eye \ 

I And 
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And gild that dirt3ppill, a Ije^ 

Yet doft thou miracles maintaio P 

Be here thy definition plain : 

Tlie mufe difdaining to reply ' 4'S 

To fuch as (hock the naked eye.* ' 

Events as miracles doft own, . 

Whofe caufe immediate is tinknown; ' 

Or is thy faitli eftablifh'd more 

On adipns ne'er perform'd before? ^ ' 420 

Alas, my much believing friend. 

The time? of yore might thefe defend 5 

When heretick free-thinkers rofe. 

That dar^d the holy church oppofe j 

For infidelity renown'd, 425 

AflTerting that the globe was round ; 

Yile herefy ! whencei doom'd to hell> 

; /• /• palpable impoftures. 

Vh. 
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TJpfah good biihop martyr fell s . 

Wretches, fo impioua as to hold^^ -: 

The earth about its axis rdFd, ^ i^ysf 

And, as the years their courfes ruin^ • 

Still took its journeys round the fuD s 

Vile herefy ! for which, 'tis'^faid^ 

Old Galileo, too had bled, 

Had not the fage^ more loth to die^ 43 5 . 

B^ecanting, damn'd it for a lie/ 

In days of ignorance like thpfe, ^ 

When Icgends^had the powV to pleafe i 

While love of wonder falv'd deceit. 

And gudgeons^ fwallow'd whole the cheat s 440 

How little flrange that monks and fryars 

Should prove. nodraculoufly Wars; 

' Accordmg.t6 the terms of Abjuration. Egd^ Galiko, 

€ordeftncero etfide nonjiSla^ abjuroy malcdico et dftejiorfu* 
pradiffos crrores ft hareftu 

Or 
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<^r converts to .daWnes £q fad 

Turn out miraculoufly mad I 

But now, a century worn away, ^^j.? 

Time working wonders ev'ry day; 

The vaft difcov'ries years have made 

Have fpoilt the wonder-4nongei's trade. 

Sayft thou, events fo ftrange of yore 
Since now miraciflous no more, 4 jjo 

True miracles thpu wpuldft define 
As rjcal afts of power divine, 
Th* efFedis of fome immediate caufe. 
In fadt tranfgreffing nature's laws/ 

Howi 

* This Is Mr. Hume's definition of a mirade, to which, 
towever, wc do not fiibfcribe ; as it appears to us to fiiper- 
^e tb^ veiy poffibility of miracles : the realitjr pf which 
cannot be p^il9fophically denied: As, from feveral l^te dU^ 
coveries it appears, that the knowlsodge of masikind, ia 

phy- 
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tlow ! — did th* oirinipotcnt, on high, 455 

Let thofe, his laws, at randoni fly : 

Of was his proyidence fa blinci 

To what omnifciency defign'd,' 

That ftill his fovVeigh will attends 

To flrikc his foes or Screen his friends j 466 

That pow*r beyond th*Ahnighty's art 

To nature's fyftem to impart : 

Needful Heaven's arbitrary fire 

To blaft a fig-tree or a liar ? 

phyfical caufes and effeils, is not fufficiently cxtenlWe to 
eftablifh a negative againft any pretended phenomenon 
whatever. It (hould be confider'd, alfo, that the truth of 
miracles does not depend on the reality of the fa£b repre^ 
fented, but on the veracity of that reprefentatiom Neither 
Joth the certainty of the hO. appear at all needful to the 
end for which miracles itvei^e confefledly intended j for the 
apparent effect of a fupernatural power wduld have the fame 
influence on the fpedlator as a real one : as'it is by appear- 
ance only we judge of reality. 
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LorenzOy ht not ihoM io V2lh^ 465 

To think thus brittle nature^s chain ; 

From which whatever link we ftrikf^ 

Tenth or ten thoufandth, broke alike,*: 

Connedling fyftems all dcftroy'd, ,• 

Unballanc'd worlds would ftrow the void^ 470 

/To atoms burft ; rcftor*d again 

Old Chaos to, his ancient reign : 

Unlefs, in time, the God attend 

The works of his own hand to mend* 

Alas, how blafphemous to fay , 47J 

That Heav*n can fave no other way; 

Or that, for trifles or in joke. 

Creation's facred order's broke/ 

For 

< See Pope's t^y on man, Epit i. Ver. 246. 
■ The accounts, given us of the miracles of our Saviour 
and his Apoftles, cannot, however, be denied^ whether we 

fup<- 
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f^jQpr do we not^ in fa£):> amfefs^ 

If God maj nature's laws tranfgrefs^ 480 

The wife creator wanted (kill 

His vaft intentions to fulfil^ 

Or that th' intention^ thd^ his own. 

Was in th' extent to him unknown: 

Or, ftiil more im{noufly» irn^y J^,S$ 

That Heaven can give itfetf Ae lie. 

Say^ then, that miracles there be ) 

They're but miraculous to thee : 

So many links concealed remam. 

Which fofm the complicated chain, 490 

Trae caufes and eifefb between, 

^ppofe the fa£b really, or only apparently^ to have hap- 
pened : as in either cafe, the perceptible efFe£b might Raw 
from natiu:^ caufes, unknown to [diiloibphy ; yet adapted 
W the general fyftem of things to anfwe^ the ends of pro-* 
iddeoqe. 
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In Nature's providential fcene. r 

What tho' without an obvious c^ufe 
We fee inverted cuftom's laws, 
Muft we immediately infef 49^ 

That nature from itfelf can err? 
Commanded by the ijvord divine. 
Say water .chang'4 itfelf to wine 5 
Graves opened wide their pond Vousj^ws^ 
A breath the fole apparent caufe. . 500 

Ah, who (hall boaft, that God i;evere, 
Creation's laws were broken here ?"" 
Might not ten thoufand springs unite, 
Caufes too fine for mortal. light, 
.Such varied wonders to produce; 505 

To providential ends of ufe : 

^ It cannot bd denied, indeed, but God may zQl prater 
tho' not contra fctentiam natural the fuppofition, however, 
is not at all neceflary to juftific our belief in mirafcles.' 

G Formed 
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Form'd when by Heaven, its pow'r difplay'd. 

The earth's foundation firft was laid : 

Or when that Logos^ was dcfign'd 

'By miracles to fave mankindi 510 

Think not^ Lorenxo^ mature ftrays 
Whene'er the work! is in amaze* 
Extend thy vie*^ frorfi pole to pole : 
See one great ttriracle ^he whole ^ 
AVhere all events thieir xAxxk fucceed, 515 

As once *Tie great, Jirfi caufe decreed ; 
Where order :ftill from order flows. 
And never interruption knows 5 
Capriciqus but to rtcrtal fenfe 
llie harmony of pris^idencc. 520 

How ilrangely, therefore, bigots err 
Who wonders to plain fadls prefer j 

With 
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With lift*ning car, who love to range^ 

And greedy eye, for all that's ftrange ; 

Rejeding their creator's plan, J25 

The voice cf God for tiat of man* 

Befides, thy miraclcji confia'd 

To former ages of manJdnd, 

Nature in thefc our latta: days 

Unmov'd by pray V, and deaf to praife, 530 

« 
Ne'er turning back, nor led aiide. 

To help our w»nts, or footh our pride j . ^ 

But keeping, packJiorfe like, its tfacfcj 

Bearing the world 4»pon its back ; ^ 

Say fuch to revelation gtiklei i^j;j 

For thefe on hear-fay we confide: 

In want of proof, on truft muft take 

For honeft jew or geittile's iakei 

Since, howfoe'er the truth concealM, 

' G 2 None 
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None truil in mif acles reveard ; 540 

Unlefs learned yortin^^ fcheme may pafs 
Of dreaming Balaam'^ talking afs. 
Doft thou, fccure, hiftorians truft ? 
How know we if their tale be juft. 
From numerous caufes prone to err^ 545 

Dubious, alas, what thefe aver* 
What from deception e'er cin favc 
The man whofe truft is in a knave ; 
To falfehood he how oft a tool 
Whofe confidence is in a fool : SS^ 

And fhould, themfelves, the honeft fpeak s 
fThe hon?ft may be blind or weak j 
Be led a vifionary dance, 

y Or rather that of Maimonides^ a Jew, of whom Dr. 

yortin (ays, he borrowed it. The interpretation, however, 

is ingenious, and the Dr. has n^de thebeft on't. He fup- 

pofes Balaam was in a trance or vifion. 

^ Like 
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Like Peter^ in prophetick trance,' 

Or good St. Pauly that feldom knew $^^ 

If what he faid was falfe or true ; 

Forgetful, if his word we take. 

When faft afleep or wide awake.** 

My friend, no wonder, then, at all. 

Adventures ftrange fliould fuch befall ; . , 560 

Or that, by wild opinions, they 

From truth are blindly led aftray ; 

Who, like old wives in winter nights. 

Hear, fee, and feel, and chat with fprights. 

Their prudent caution, therefore, juft 565 

Who waking dreamers feldom truft ; 

To whom light vifions fadl may feem. 

And fa(fl itfelf an idle dream. 

* See JSis Chap. 11. and 12. 

»* Cor. 2 Ep. Chap. 12. etpaffim. 
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In reverence^ yet, we all muft owb 
The pow'r and will of God unknown 5 . 570 
Confin'd not to the narrow bound 
Of reafon's moft extenfive round ; 
Aftive a thoufand ways befide i*^ 
Beyond unknown how far and wide. 
From grey experience, hence, conceal'd ^y-s 
The gifts of grace to babes reveal'd 1 
From Science hid that facred fire 
Heav'n s chofen fervants doth infpire ; 
Who, highly favoured from above. 
Behold defcend th' all-quickening dove, 580 
Or cloven tongue s the fpiritual boafi: 
Of brethren in the Holy Ghoft. 
Lorenzo, then let you, nor I, 

** Providence, fays Souths z&s by methods h/de and 
b^ond the difcoveries of man's reafon. 

2 Un- 
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Unlefs we can difprovc, deny. 

And yet, in fearch of truths unknown, 585 

Experience be thy guide alone j 

Nay held perception in fufpenfe 

Till reafon may confirm the fenfe : 

To Science only unconfin'd 

When God, himfelf, informs the mind. 590 
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ARGUMENT. 

On the infatuation of nmnkind^ refpedting pa*- 
radox and myfteries. — ^The effeds and cau- 
fcs of fuch infatuation, — -The abfurdity of 
fuppofing ignorance and folly the means to 
promote the caufe of truth; or that the free- 
dom of fcientifick enquiry is incompatible 
with the political welfare of fociety. 
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S U M M A R r. 

TT is remarkable that J notwithjianding the univerfality of 
thofe truths which are founded on common -fenfe, man-^ 
kind have ever beenfo infatuated as to rejeSl this general and 
obvious criterion^ for the more particular dogmas and myf 
terious paradoxes of pretended revelation. — The moral effe^s 
of this infatuation exemplified in our fuperficial attachment to 
religion^ our indolent fecurity in time of profperity^ and our 
tranfttory ajlonijhment and penitence under the immedsatg 
weight of misfortune.'-^An abfurd fcheme of education the 
grand caufe of that cowardice and imbecility of mind^ which 
render us fo ridiculous in fpeculation and inconfijient inprac* 
iice. — The mi/application of their talents^ therefore^ who think 
by encreaftng fuch weaknefs to promote the caufe of truth j or 
the intereji of religion and morality^ is placed in a ridiculous 
light ; as the juji objeff of cenfure. — The Jitppofttionj alfo^ 
that ignorance and implicit fubjeSlion to authority are necejfa-- 
ry to the well-being of fociety^ or the political happinefs of 
mankind^ is exploded ; and Jbown to be exemplarily falfe and 
abfurd: polity in general j as well as religion and private virm 
tue in particulars^ being founded on truth and nature^ and not 
dependant on the chimerical productions offancyj the low ar-^ 
tifices of fa^ion^ or the knavijb cunning of defigning falfe^ 
hood. 

E P I s- 
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F truth in fcience we may find j 
Its root implanted in the. mind ; 



To this fo }uft the world's pretence 
On the pl«in rules oicommon-fenfe ; 



Our 
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Our mental faculties t'abufe, 5 

How proftituted is the mufe ! 

How long have childifh bards too long. 

Their hours employ'd in idle fong 5 

Bufied the lineaments to trace 

Of wither'd fidion's painted face ; 10 

Where not a native beauty blows ; 

But cankers eat the budding rbfe ! 

Yet, captive to her fmiles and wit. 

Pleased with their chains, her flaves have writ j 

And all the laboured pomp of verfe 15 

Employ'd, her fables toxehearfe j 

While thou, O iacred truth! remain 

The theme of cv'rjr humbler ftrain. 

And yet, if true what each preteods. 

How numerous are her rhyming friends I 30 

While fuch iier fond admirers poov^ 

And 
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And tunc their rival fongs to love* 

But,, fools in fondiicfs as in awe^ 

The trutb, 'tis plaii>, they never faw; 

And but theimfel ves hfcr k^vers 'bdaft^ s^ 

Becaufe her nantc the publick to&ft. 

So fmit with facred truth and rhyme. 

The bard and fophift of tfie time ;* 

Long play'd, by tiims, the wit and ifool. 

The monarch's attd the printer's tool ; ^ 

The jeft the gdfiiusof the age. 

Till hifs'd and pelted off the ftage : 

Whence now fto more his lyre he ftrhigs 

For tyrant bookfellers and kings ; 

But, fir'd wich v&hicy and fpleen, 3 5 

Dotes on the truth unfought, tihfeen^ 

• Monfieur de Voltaire^ remarkable for his regard to 
truthi and the profundity of his philofophical Ipeculations. 

Chaun- 
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Chaunting, fo happy to be freCy 
Enrapcur'd rhypies on liberty. 

Such lovers truth mull e'er defpife ; 
Who fee her but with borrowed eyes, 40 

Who only play the lover's part. 
No real paffion at the heart. 
For fay, what lover's paffion true 
For beauty tliat he never knew ? 
So eaftern monarchs love their wives, ^ 45 
Tho' barren ftrangers all their lives. 
So lov'd la Mancha's famous knight 
The fair, for whom he fwore to fight; 
Fir'd by th' enthufiaftick rage. 
With men and monfters to engage. 50 

Yet, afk'd, for whom this martial ftrife ; 
** He never faw her in her life : 
V Nor was he pofitive, God wot, 

Whc- 
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*' Whether, indeed, fhe liv'd or not." 

Thus bards too oft in truth's defence, ^^ 
Break through the rules of common- fenfe > 
And, o'er his rival each t'afpire, 
Strive which fhall prove the greateft liar. 
Strange to the liberty of thought. 
Vile flaves ! but feeking to be bought, 60 

To lying fadioh early train'd, 
A purchafe by the truth difdain'd^ 
Mean-tim6, as infolent as vain. 
They freedom's facred name profane. 
And, boafting, hug the chains, that bind 6^ 
That worft of flaves, the fervile mind. 
Such, Dry den ^ thou, fupreme in wit^ 
Iihmortal aqd unrival'd yet : 
How honour'd, might not truth accufe 
Thy venal, proftituted mufe* Jo 

H Sayft 
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Sayft thou 'tis firange the world (hould reft 
Content, by falfehood thus deprcfs'd ? 
Alas, thou little knowft mankind. 
That, feeing, imitate the blind ; 
In fpite. of truth and open day, 7S 

In darknefs chufe to grope their way > 
Sufpedting plainnefs of difguife. 
The obvious fenfe of terms defpife j 
From found or derivation gleaning. 
Some hard-word, deuterofcope meaning : .80 
While each impoftor's word prevails 
In myftick parables and tales ; 
Negleded ev'n the voice of Heaven, 
When rational inftruftions given. 
I Look back through each fucceffive age : 8^5 
How honour'd the myft^rious page I 
What millions have been made the tools 

Of 
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Of knaves, whofe riatValprey are fools! 
How ftrangely tricked deluded crowds 
Who, truth expecting from the clouds, 90 

And therefore gaping up in th*air, 
,On errour ftumbled unaware 1 
'Thus an aftrologer of old. 
In learned hiftory we're toldj 
Contenaplating the milky way, 9 j 

Negfeded that before him lay ; 
And led by wandVing planets, fell, 
tJnluckily into a welL ^ 
Yet €*er with flander branding thofc 
Who fought the naked truth t' expofe : 100 
Short fighted mortals^ in their pride. 
Thus ftrove their ignorance to hide j 
By holding all beyond tlieir view 
Beyond inveftigation too. 

Ha Lq- 
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- Lorenzo^ our misfortune here 105 

Th' cfFed: of idienefs and fear. 

The fluggatd fliuns inquiry's tafk, 

Becaufe too great the pains to afk ; 

Stifling th* emotions of his breafl:^ 

T' indulge his lazy brains in reft. no 

A paradox, yet fuch the fad:^ 

V More fear to think than fear to adt > 

" In thouglit tho* danger we furmize, 

<^ In adl Avhilc real danger lies." ^ 

In truth, my friend, *tis fad to find 115 

Heiice rife the zeal of half mankind ; 

Religion but the compound vice 

Of indolence and cowardice. 

Ev'n pious chriilians, much I fear^ 

Oft pradtically atheifts here* 1 20 

^ Mr. Hume. 

/fe^'Sm • How 
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How deaf and blind to calls of grace 

When niturc wears a fmiling face : 

But when flie frowns \ in wild amaze. 

Look how th' affrighted cowards gaze^ \ 

When clouds drop fatnefs on the plains, IZ5 

In mildly foft defcending rains 5 

In their due feafon harvefts fmile. 

And plenty crowns the peafant's toil : 

As nothing rare, a§ nothing new, 

We take the blefling as our due, 136 

For O ! profperity's a lot 

At eafe enjoy 'd, with eafe forgot. 

Jn June's warnjfun and April's fliower 

We trace not an Almighty power : 

Ingrates ! fo light of Heav'n wc rnake^ 155 

Nor think the hand that gives may take^ /. / 

But ah! when threat'ning ftorms arife^ 

H 3 When 
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When thunders rattle through the flciesj ' 

When the tall mountain bows its head, 

And earthquakes vomit up the dead j 140 

Behold whole nations prodrate fall , 

Before the mighty Qod of all. 

T* appeafe his anger now their care^ 

Lo, all is fading, iighs and pray'r ; 

Till, the dread ftorm blown haply p'er, 145 

They rife ?ind revel as before. 

Forget, or ridicule, the rod j / 

And laugh to fcorn the fear of God. 

Nor only, mov'd when danger's nigh^ 

Our fears awake the genVal cry j 1 50 

Imaginary fcenes, alike. 

The daftard fpul with terrour ftrike j 

While to th^ coward -s ppticks feem 

llright ftraws, as each ^ giant's fem. * 

h 
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In honour thus pf God above, 155 

So weakly draw the cords of love ; 
Whila nature's groans, or fancy's fears, 
Prive, headlong, down the vale of tears. 

Lorenzo, wouldfl: thou freely trace 
Whence grows a cowardice fo bafe ? 160 

At th* early dawn of moral fenfe 
Th' infatuation did commence i 
And, propagated fince by art. 
We all have more or lefs a part. 
Ere hermit bald or pilgrim grey ^^i 

Had worn the folitary way j 
Ere yet the monk had told his beads i 
Er? yet credulity or creeds 5 . 
To fchool, with fober Reafon fent. 
Young Genius to Experience went. 170 

The latter, tho', as yet, 'tis true^ 

H 4 No 
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No wifer than the former two, 

In charge the tender pupils took. 

And with them read in nature's book. 

So pedagogues unletterd ufe 175 

No clafs of blockheads to refuie 1 

But gravely- undertake t' explain 

The arts themfelves muft firft attain y 

Sufficient if the mafter goes 

Before his, blund 'ring pupil's nofe, .. 180 

Careful his vacant hours t'employ, 

NbW Rcajon prov'd a hopeful boy. 

But Genius^ infolent and wild. 

By nature ^n afliiming child, 

A treach'rous memory his lot, 185 

The little that he learn'd forgot y 

N(* gave himfelf a moment's pain 

To con his IciTons o'er again : ' 
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Put, trufting to his forward parts, 
pebauch*d with wit the fifter-^r/j; 19© 

Who, yet unfettled, young and frail, 
Enamour'd, liften-d to his tale j 
And, fince the caufe of dire difputes. 
Turned out abandoned proftitutes : 
By prieft and prophet, once enjoyM, 195 

To bafeil piirpofes employ 'd^ 
For ages paft, their only ufe 
To* vitiate reafon or traduce. 
For this, tradition forcmoft came, 
Inftrud:ion -was her maiden name, 200 

Now grown a fmooth-tongu'd flipp-ry jade. 
An arrant miftrefs of her trade. 
She told the flories, o'er and o*er. 
That genius told the arts before, 
|lepeating lies, as liars do^^ 205 

Till 
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Till in the end they think them true ; 

And when detected in her lie, 

*' MyftVy"— the ^/V^r*s arch reply. 

By this fine dame our mothers taught^ 
Their fcheme of education wrought j 2ip 

So trained us early to deceit. 
To lopk on reafon as a cheat ; 
To lies firft tun*d the op'ning ear ; 
Awoke our earliefl fenfe to fear i 
With monfters and chimeras vain, 215 

Fiird the foft head and tum'd the brain 1 
^Till the fond fods, to top their part, 
Fix'd the rank coward at the heart>. 
Nor with our growing years released ; 
The nurfe but moulds us for the prieft ; 220 
Who, left his ward, grown fly or ftout, 
Should find the knavifh fecret out. 

The 
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The bugbear from his reach removes. 

And all th' old woman's tale improves^ 

paffions more riotous to quell, 325 

Chang-d the dark hole for darker hell j 

The truant damii'd for naughty play, 

ISlack monday now the judgment day ; 

Gay hopes for promised toys are given. 

And endlefs holidays in Heav'n; 230 

The groundlefs fear and vain defire. 
Which hence mankind in youth acquire j 
How deeply rooted do we find, 
pow fix'd th' impreflions on the mind 1 
The weakncfs of thofe childifh fears^ 23 1 

Too oft increafing with our years ; 
While ev*ry infant joy and ftrife. 
Improved, is carried into life. 
Fpr fee the idiot and the vrife, 

I Eaph 
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Each from his own fond fhadow flies \ ^40 
Like curs that run till nature fails, 
A bladder faften'd to their tails. 

With idle fears the world t' abufe, 
Affiftant here th' inventive mufe ; , 

The tale of wonder early taught, 245 

When playful, young and void of thought. 
By ftroling Fancy led aftray, 
The vagrant troul'd the jovial lay, 
Alas of mirth and pleafure cur*d, 
To horroufs brqwneft fhade ipur'd y 25Q 

By love of wonder fince betray'd. 
To lend fantaftick Spleen her aid ; 
IPor whom her numbers, fad and flow, 
In difmal melancholy flow \ 
Condenin'd tq murn^ur all the day, 2^5 

To figh ftnd groan the naidnight l^y j 

The 
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The ikull^ the fpade, the ihroud, the herfc,i 

The doleful implements of verfe ; 

Or doom'd prepoft*fous tdes to tell. 

By brain-fick FiSlion bfought from helL 46d 

For know th* unwary mtife was caughc 

While FiSlion yet her friend was thought; 

A hag, by Ignorance badly nurs'd. 

With craving appetite accursed. 

To Spleen^s embrace, while yet a maid, 265 

The dire chlorofis had betray 'd. 

Since when, the wretch has roam'd abroad. 

Her fuUen tyrant's willing bawd ; 

A vile procurefs, to fupply 

The love of wonder with a lie. 27* 

Hence bards, that reafon lefs than rail, 

AfFeca to tell the woful tale ; 

Or vent their moralizing rage j 

As 
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As bugbeafs of a fearful age 3 

To truth pretending to be led sSJ^j 

By megrims in the fick^man's head 3 

As if with zeal prophetick burn'd 

The wretch whofe blifl:er*d head wis turn di 

The fitted thofe the trtith to teach^ 

By fevers half-Kiepriv'd of fpcech j 28<3 

Whofe fault'ring tongues moft loud complain, 

When death or dodlors fhake the brain* 

Nor feldom, by tranfition led 
From dying moralifts to dead^ 
Triftful, in hypocpndres vex'd^ i8| 

The mufing parfon chews his text j 
Some folemn fcene of dullnefs fought. 
To aid his recftitude of thought j 
The murky vaults, the haunted cells, 
Where moping melanchfy dwells, 296 

• And 
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KxAfear^ that-knecls in piteous plight. 

Her ftraggling hair ^11 bolt upright. 

Fit comrades thefe as e'er could ehufe ^ 

The fplenetick or maudlin mufe ^ "^ 

Her doleful ditties proud to fihg 29^ 

Where fadnefs lpi:ead$ her dufky wing j 

Where croaks the fyren of the lake 

The light-of-heart from eafe to wake j 

And folemn owls, in concert grave. 

Join hoot the worldly- wife to fave. 300 

'Twas thus enthufiaftick Toung ; 
'T was thus affeiSed Hervey fung^"" 

Whofe 

* As I have profefe'd to proceed on the Horatian prin- 
ciple, 

Nullius addiSlus jurare in verba magijiri^ 

it may be obferv'd, that in this work, no fcruple is made of 
treating fome reipe<^able names ^ith that freedom which « 

be- 
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Whofe motley mufe, in florid ftraftn. 

With owls did to the moon complain ; 

Clear'd at the morn her raven throat, 30^ 

To found the glibber magpye's note; 

Mean-while religion gravely fmil'd 

To fee grown piety a child i 

In leading- firings to find her led. 

By thofe her foftVing hand had bred. 316 

For why confin'd the moral mufe. 

To blafted oaks or baleful yews : 

0*er graves to make fantiftick moan^ 

And deepen horrour's difmal groan ? 

Say, hath alone the mould'ring tomb 315' 

For pious meditation room ? 

becomes an advocate for the truth : the mention of whicli 
is conceiv'd a fufEcient apblogy, if any be neceflTary', for 
fuch occaiional ftridlures, as the fubjcft led me to make on 
cotemporary writers. 

■ Ah! 
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Ah ! wont with meek-eyed peace to rove, 

Through church- way path or filcnt grove ; 

Her grateful influence round her ihed, 

Where groan the fick, or fleep the dead ; 320 

With truth and fobernefs ferene. 

Enlivening ev'ry folemn fcene ; 

Difarming terroUr of it*s pow'r. 

To wander at tbe^ midnight hour ; 

Sweet pbilomely harmonious fpright, 325 

The only fpedre of the night. 

Can love of tf uth impofe the tafk. 

To lurk beneath a gorgon mafk ; 

To ftalk, in garb terrifickclad^ 

And fcoul the weak and wicked mad 5 330 

Or drive the wretth, overwhelmed with care. 

In godly frenzy, to defpair ? 

1$ folly vice, fear makes it worfe^ 

I Rc^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 
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Reflexion is the coward^s curfe ; 

Ujilefe remorfe ra mercy giveo, 335 

To damn fclf-murderers to heaven. 

Why, then, is fought the midnight (hade 
From vice or falfehood to difluade ? 
Is night lefs vicious than the day ? 
Doth errour guide the folar ray ? 340' 

Or is exhal'd,.like morning dew. 
The moral objcft or the true? 
O, moft ridiculous the fcene, 
Vthcvt/uperfiithn feeds th^fpUen \ 
Where the gray fpecSre ftalks to view, 345 
As burns th' eafpiring taper blue j 
Or dances o'er the di?2y iight» 
The form of many 1 dreadful ipright J 
Mean^while a vii^m to bis feir« 
The moon^ftryck moralift appe^s, 3 50^ 
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For when the brain wild fancy fires j 
Rcafon mofl prudently retires. 
As fbber men from drunkards part^ 
For fuch cotnpanions grieved at heart. 

Awes, then> with tremulous reftraint ^SS 
The painted urn or plaftcr faint ? 
' Humbles the mutilated bull 
The rotten finner to the duft ? 
Lof-enzOy here, no crrour make. 
Nor cowardice for confcience take* 360 

Alas, repentance, void of root. 
May bloiTom fair yet fail of fruit : 
Attrition vain and Infincere 
Mere weaknefs all, tmmanly fear. 

In the dark grove what horrour feigns 365 
To chill the Blbod in Chir$n'%^ veins, 

^ A modern Centaur — See the preface to a book enti- 
tle the Centaur mt fabulous* 

I 2 When 
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When ih\ignis fatutii ^zxt%^ by night, 

Terrifick witchcraft to his fight ; 

Or, animated by his fears. 

Alive the firefli-lopp'd elm appears; 370 

A giant ghoft the neftling thrufh. 

That (hakes tl^e forniidable bufh ; 

Securely perching on whofe breaft. 

The anxious black-^bird builds its nefl s 

Or, on its arm-extending fpray, 37S 

J'he nightingale repeats her lay ; 

Th' heroick titmoufc or the wren 

Lefs fearful th^n the Ions of mqn ; 

Who yet to confcience give the lie. 

And dare the po wV of truth defy. 3 80 

]For know, po tremour can impart 

Convi<aion to the fkeptick's heart ; 

Nor takes, like agues, in a fright, 

Treni* 
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l^.IIl B RI S T LE S. 117 

Trembling itopiety its flight; 

Behold the tyrant's iron hand> 385 

That holds in chains a captive land 5 ' i 
In whofe firm grafp imprifon'd lies . 
Bold freedom, ftruggling as it dies ; 
Cruih'd by whofe weight, the monarch blcedi 
And fceptres break like blighted reeds: . 390 
See this ftrong hand let fall the r(5d^ 
And tremble if the bulfufli nod ; 
Beljhazzar'% like, enervate fall. 
If laid a finger on the wall : 
The wretch, of God nor man afraid, 39^ 

Yet trembling at an empty fhade. 

Nor only fear th' immoral crew j > 

The coward pious tremble too : 
Philofophy herfelf a foo\ 
Attended by her nurfe to fchooL 409 

13 Such 
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Such dupes to fear, 9X, tiines> w^ find 

: The beft, the wifeft of mankind I 
For Oh ! what antidpta £> ilrong 
As poifbn, diat has wqrk'd (6 long I 
What drug eradicates the peft, ' 4^ 

Suck'd iiroiu the mother's tainted br^? 

cin vain the dodfcor we may try : 
No Vomer's fee our cure can buy : 
Tho', tamp'ring with the dire difeafe. 
Licentiates mock with prdent eafe; 410 

And emp'ricksy falving ev'ry fore, 

^Wath noflrums make it rage the more. 

Sayft thou, " in policy, afraid 
« To fpoil the prieft's and kwyet's trade, 
" Thtjiatefman, topping the divine^ 4^5 

<* Supports with pow^r the fame defign ; 

«* To keep th** inquifitive in awe, 

« Smackr; 
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" Smacking bis long-teiil'd whip, the law j 

" Or thundVing in the vtilgar eaf 

" Implicit faith Jind graundl^fe fear: ' 420 

" The noftrums thefe 6f church and Aate^ 

** To make a nation good and great /' -* 

Thus forfeit pafriofs that prettnce 

They make, as^ mnf to comnaon^^enfe?" 

Can ignorance be* uadei^ftood " j 42^5 

As needful to the puWick good> 

That free inquiry fuch decry ^ ^'? 

Add boaft their fakitairy lie B 

Or, are they her>e by habit kd. 

And innovation's tumult diead r . - . 43^' 

80 facred held the fliatjed rules ^ 

Of cuftom, lawgiver to fools [ 

.Yet ouftom-s rules caprice hath brokc^ 

And turn'd her ftgtttJtes into jotoe }, 

- : I 4 Nor 
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Nor ;hoa{l, her laws, however old, 435 

Rcfiftance to the powV of gold. , 

Shall fcience, then, flill drag her chain, 
An4 figh for liberty in vain f 
Forbid it Heav'n ! that thus the mind. 
By tyrant policy confin'd, 446 

Should bow while falfehood bears the fway. 
And give the caufe of truth away. i 

Is this, Lorenzo^ to be free ? 
Are thefe the fw^ets of liberty ? 
That glorious privilege yours and nxioei 445 
In our own fties, like fenfual fwine, 
'At.will, to grumble, eat and drink 5 
But ah, prohibited to think ! 
Our nobler appetites denied 
Their proper feafts, and damn'd for pridci 45a 
Forbad our r^fon to lemploy j . 
• De^ 
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Deprived of each fuWimer joy; 
RiQbb'd of the privilege to know y 
Man's chief prerogative below! ^ :^ 

Mfty Britons boaft, of all mankind^ - 455 
The nobler fortitude of -mind 5 - . 

To fet blind" prejiidice apart • - 
^(J:rend th' old wonian-jfrom the h^ahy - • * 
To laugh at blind traditioA^s rulei^, • v 
The mother and the nurfe offobls ?^ 460 

Have they with blood fo dearly bought ' • 
Their boafted privilege of thought / * - • 
To throw like fciiooi-boys,'tir'd v^idi play, * 
The long difputed prize away ? " ^ 

Ah! had not cuftom often faird, « 4^5 

What barbarifm had ftill prevailed ? ^ ' ' ^ 
Di^af to the call of truth and grace, 1 - 
Denying reformation place, 
t . What 
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What lengths fUU AoVbortv faith had nm, 

To end what madd^nUig zeai began ^ 47^ 

In honour ftill o£ikWI»<:A^s naeae^ 

Our children m^ithave pa&'d the dame 1 

By perfecution's faggot rais'd,, 

Religious fires in SmitJbJeUhlaz'di 

Or now,:g§|ii *i?'««rAwign* . . r .47^ 

Been dy'd with blood ^r«/& plaJm 

^ Nay ftill4iW5rpi;cpoflcfs'd:wefini: : 

With pious fid^ehoods half mankind* 

Think from, the flake, how late repriev'd 

Wretche5„oa.charitjr retiev'dt 4^ 

Oh horrourl to the flatter led*, 

JSor wearing ragsjand. w«itiEig bread I 

Doom'd by iahoman, liegal rag^ 

Martyrs to poverty and agp.' 

See 

• The unhappy vlSHna to«tf a£t of parliaineri^ not long 

j; "■'. :: fine* 
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See ftill th' cnthufiaflidk band 48^5 

Cant, whine and madden o'er the land;" 
By&fcriptare-craz'd fanaticks led, ' 
Weftley^ or partners at their head« 
See ev'n the learning of our fchoots^ 
Perverted to bewilder fools J 490 

The words* of praTnnefs to 'difguKe, 
And l)affle reafon with furprize j - * 

While truth and nature plead in vain 
Againft the comment of Rtimaine.^ 
Ah ! think how fatal, foon or late, 4^5 

Such crizy members to- the itate : 
How dang'rous to the publick weal 

fiace repeal'd, by virtue of which many hundreds of poor 
wretches were fornieriy hanged, or burnt, fer Witdicraft. 

^ A £aippu5 Hutphinfonian divine, of the church of 
England. 

^ Blind 
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Blind ignorance and fbolifh zeal* 

Refled in what a dreadful hour . , 

Nonfenfe ufurp'd the hand of power; 500 

When puritans the land o'cr-run. 

And facrilege was pioUs fun : 

While wretches, for their country's good, 

Dipt their vile hands it^roy^l blood* 

Is ignorance the curfe of God ? • . 505 
Avert good Heav'n th* impending rod ! 
O leave, ye patriots, leave the mind 
Jn fearch of knowledge unconfin'd : 
Left truth your cunning (hould de(pife. 
Returning to its native fkies.** 510 

K Shahjpear. 

, ^ If men were not to declare their opinions in fplte of 
^ftablilhments, eiflier in church or ftate, truth would be 
foon baniiliM the earth. D^d. to E/ay on Spirit. 

Good 
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Good policy to truth's allied J 
By fcience guided not the guide. 
* Ceafe too, ye bards, fo wondVous wife, 
T' inftrud by means you fliould deipiie. 
In fober fadnefs, much too long ^^i 

Mankind have liften'd to ypur fongi 
Have ftrain'd the mental eye, to fee 
Your falfe, fantaftick imagery j 
With gaudy colours glaring bright. 
To captivate the vulgar fight j 520 

The gaping idiot's grin of praife. 
Or ftare of ignorance to raife* 
Nay, tho' approved your moral ends. 
Ye dill are truth's miftaken friends. 
Ah! full as dang'rous to her caufe 525 

As even thofe who fpurn her laws* 
No vifionary feac$ intnicb 

Where 
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Where triumphs moral redhude. 

*rrutb all the arti&e difdains 

Of dungeons dee}>» and claflkiag chains ; 530 

Skulks BOt in life's ftquefter'd way i 

But walks abroad bl qxn day* 

Tis Falfek^t her grim face to hide. 

Shuffles on mhnt's darkeft fide } 

Baffling, in terrour'» murky dett^ 555 

The fcratiny ,cjf hoiicft men. 



1 '--> 
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On the weaknefs of the human underfbnding« 
—The abftraa exiftence of the Deity.— The 
incomprehenfibility of the divine nature^ and 
the incpogruity of pretended atbeifkoi 
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j]S it is necejfary to our fuccefs in fclentifick refear'^ 

ches that the mlndjhould be divejitd of its prejudices j in 

favour of tradition and cujiom 5 yi, however extenjive be th^ 

freedom of enquiry j it is equally necejfary that the objeii 

if invefiigation be adapted to the limiis of the under- 

Jianding : mankind always falling into err our and confufton^ in 

their attempts to dif cover the knowledge of things beyond their 

capacity. However true^ therefore^ may be many of our dif 

coveries in the fyflem of Natures God, the authour of that 

fyflem^ is ahfira6led from it and above our comprehenfion. — 

Hence our pretenfions to defcribe^ or define^ the Deity, are 

palpably abfurd and ridiculous. For^ tho^ a created Being 

may afcribe to its creator, the mofi refpe5fable of all known 

perfeSiionSy yei^ as all its ideas of perfection are relative t9 

itfelf the attributes human beings afcribe to God are necejfa- 

rily the fuperior qualities of humanity. — Notwithjlanding^ 

however y the Deity is fo far removed from our enquiries ^ and 

thereby confejfedly no objeSf of philofophical knowledge^ yet the 

aSiual dijbelief of the exiftence of a God is denied : the argu^ 

.pients for and againft atheijls compofing^ in fa6ly a very 

ridiculous difpute : as the impojfibiiity of denying the being of 

a firft caufe is evident j and the refi of the controverfy a mere 

<avil about words J of no determinate meanir^* 
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THE 

FOURTH. 

RUL'D by no giatit hopes or fears, 
Whofe ftature grows with length of years, 
Iq fearch of truth exped: to find 
The labour fuited to the mind ; 

K 2 With 
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EPISTLES. Ep.B^. 



With genius, nature bearing part, $ 

The ftria:, yet gentle, nurfe of art. 

Then aim not thou a point to hit. 

Above dhe reach of human wit ; - . 

As if mankind could judge of aug^t 

Beyond th* ability of thought. 10 

Join not, Lorenzo^ blindly thofe. 

Who firft would nature's God difclofe j 

Their moral and religious fchemes 

Building on theologick dreams j 

Deduced the principles they own 1 5 

From others equally unknown. 

For, fay the voice of reafon true^ 

Be ours a juft abftradled view : 

Be it the privilege of man. 

To trace cxadlly nature's planj 20 

The fcale of beings in his hands. 

To 
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To know the point at which he ftands. 
Compared with all he boafts to know, 
As well above him as below 5 
Yet, if, of human logick vain> 25 

He link to Heav'n a kindred chain, 
Conclufions idle foori he draws 3 
-And Heav*n prefcribes by human laws* 

Imagine thou in what degree 
A feraph ftands 'tween God and thee ; 30 

The neck hpw lowly doft thou bend 
Before thy bright feraphick friend ? 
But place thyfelf a mite unfeen 
.And being infinite between ^ 
In this comparifon, fays pride, 35 

A feraph thou, to God allied. 

Thy pride, Lorenzo^ difbelieve j 
Let Locke nor Addifon deceive j , 

K 3 For 
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For tho' creation's varied plan 

Affigns degrees rcfpeding man, 40 

Yet, bigot, know, and learn to fear, 

God' is beyond thy proper fphere. 

Created beings, all his care. 

Doth he with them crc&tion Jhare? 

Ah no ! the fyftem all our own, 4^ 

God, the creator, ftands alone : , 

At equal difta.nce all his plan. 

The mite, the feraph, or the man. 

Is it not fo, tlie paffive clay 
Of yon Corinthian column gay, 50 

That gilt entablature or bafc, 
' Or marble of yon (hining vafe. 
Referable more the artift's mind 
Than if to meaner ufe confign'd. 
Abfurd ! is Jcnes's genius known $5 

By 
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fey the great model of the ftone ? 
' The pile, credt to T^rujari^ name; 
AfFedted not by etepty fame, 
The crofs rever'dy the honoured bdft; 
And trodden floor aire kindred duft : acJ 

For all in one degree fefped: 
Their fov'reign lordj^ the archited:; 
JHowjijftly then foe'er we, plead 
That Kziori nature' s book dcth ready 
As by its known vcftabliCb'd laws ^^ 

bf eaich dStOt we trace the caufe,^ 
Thofe laws can ne'er, themfelves,' C6nihie 
; Thb legiflatrve powef divine i 
Whofe win thofe very kws^^ decreed 
And bad th' cffeft the caufe fqcceed :' jQ 

i^gent, in fome fuperiot fchcme,- 
Of which in. this we can Ijut dreamv 
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Bear Atticus the critick's rod 
In vain we, then, define a God i 
In vain we attributes beftow j 75 

Or reafon, here, from what we know. 
Tho* fcience teach, religion warm. 
What wild ideas ftill we form ? 
Imperfed: embrios of the brain, 
That ftrive to fcalc the Heavens in vain. 80 
Too fliort to reach beyond the iky 
' The focus of the mental eye ; 
Too cold our moil tranfporting zeal 

To paint what heav*ns and light conceaL 
Yet will the ikeptick aik me why ? 85 

Go, rife and to the dog-ilar ^y. 

Thou canil not : nor the caufe unknown. 

Central attraftion holds thee down 5 

A pow'r occult, which, ere thy birth. 

Fail 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Ep. IT. EPISTLES. 137 

Faft bound thee to thy native earth : 90 

From which thou ne'er canft hope to rife 

To lunar plains or folar Ikies. 

Nor lefsjt within it*s fphere, confined 

The fubtile eflence of the mind. 

What tho* it boaft the powV to rove 95 

In freedom through the plains above ; 

Tho' wing'd it's adive feet to run. 

With Af^r^'ry round the central fun i 

Giv'n it far diftant worlds t' explore j 

And feas of /pace without a Ihore : - 100 

Yeti ftill, within creation's round. 

Within our narrow fyftem bound; 

Of what's above or what without 

We harbour univerfal doubt. 

Say light prevails, no contraft fhade 105 

Outlines the void we would prcvade : 

If 
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<I£ darknefs reign no cfeearkig- ray 

Delineates i]Jind inquiry V way. 

Hence, mortal m^n, tnuft ever be 

Thy authdar; Go^, -unknown to tihee j ii6 

Deftin'd thy erring-w^y to trace 

Through nature's parti^cokur'dijpace.* v 
Let ign'rance, then, h6r idol drefs 

In juftice, love,^nd.happinefs i 

Adorn wkh imercy V golden chain,' I f§ 

' With all the virtue! grace its train 5? 
c And then adore in humble plight^ 

Calling thofe foppVi^s^ infinite.' 

The pagan |hus> dtefpis'd as t>lind>' 

Creates his idol fo' bis mind ^ lid 

Thinking his deity eacprefs'd 

V By bird or 4>eaft be likefi the beft ^ 

Then bows before the painted (hrinc; 

ArS 
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And calls his' wooden God divine* 

Caft the prcfumptuous tboHgbt afide : ^12*5 

'Tis not humiKty bufpride 3 

Unlefs that truly fiuniBle \ve, 

T* adore the Godhumamty. * - *^ ^ 

And fucli it Is rfbr whence arire 

Our virtues but frottiniorar ties ; ' ^ i{^ 

Whofe known relations 'thus* define " 

That eflence mortals calldivihe/ ^ - ^' ^ 

Lorenzo^ Veady for reply, 

Lay not thy prompt obje2l:ion by. ' 

Thou fayft "thy friend himfelf d'eGeiv^si' 13? 

" Nor God adores rtor'God believes : ' - " ^' 

" For tho* the mind the powV defcry, 

**' If left its eflence in ^the fky, 

" If none imagined or difplay'd, 

•' To nothing adoration paid : i^^ 

^ •* In 
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5^ In me no certain faith is found j 

** My deity an empty found/' 

Not fo : for, granting, I confefs. 

Thy attributes a God exprefs ; 

Thou fayft thyfelf '' ftill undefined 145 

l^ The pcrfc<a, by th' imperfedl, mind," 

And to thy attributes muft join 

Thy infinite or thy divine. 

As jugglers, who, t' enhance deceit^ 

To facred fcience give their cheat, 150 

While, with the curtain, ftill they hide 

The flight of hand too clofely eyed : 

So fly theologues here impart 

The hocus pocus of their art j 

Holding religion's facred veil, i ^^ 

Where flights oJF underftanding fail. 

For know, alas, their wifcft plan 

Dif. 

# 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Ep. iT.' EPISTLES. 141^^ 

Difplays but a fuperiour man. 

Whom infinite the conjurer's rod, 

Prefto, converts into a God. 160 

Till, then, they folve our problem right, 

And tell us what is infinite. 

They ftill muft be reduced to own 

Their compound deity unknown : 

To all, or reafoning or infpir'd, 16 1 

This infinite a term required. 

Differs Lorenzo^ then, with me ? 

In terms alone we difagree : 

Pcrfedion infinite is thine. 

Indefinite perfection mine. 170 

Condemn not, then, half underftood. 
I not deny that perfedt, good. 
All-gracious, merciful, and wife, 

God 
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God reigns, fupremp, bqipJi^dthe fkies/. 

Neither, 'tis true, my terms imply $ 175 

But, granting none, I none deny ; 

Requiring but to.acquiefce 

That thou thy infinite exprefs. 

Idly doth Bolin^broke refine j 

Granting that wifdom is divine, jgo 

While, as abfurdly, he denies 

Juftice and goodnefe to thi? fkies. 

Ideas, equally pur own. 

Our goodnefs as our wifdom's knowij ^ 

To both as hard to reconcile i § r 

Or nature's frown or nature's finile. 

• For, to deny that the moral perfeftions, afcrlb'd to 
God, are, in no degree or affinity whatever; his proper at- 
tributes, would be as unphilofophical as to affert, on the o- 
%htx hand, that our ideas of goodnefs, juftice, mercy, &c. are 
(Iriaiy applicable to the deity, 

Alas! 
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Alas ! no attributes of thine 

Can e'er the deity define j 

Impoflible to judge, on know. 

Of God above from man below ; ^ ^99 

Refer v'd the profpec^t of the fkies 

To gratify immortal ey^s» 

Lorenzo, let us r^afon right. * 

No finite fpans an infinite j 
TUnlefs, with MathOy vers'd in arts, ig^ 

We hold th' infinity o^ parts. 
But none th' abfurdity will plan,^ 
That God can be contain -d in man j 



^ At'leaft fo far as to Judge of his providential defign^ . 
px ultimate determinations, from our fupposM knowledge 
of his attributes :/or how fbal! wc know what may be con-- 
fiftent or inconfiftent with God's juftice and goodnefe, 
^hen even moral goodnefs and juftice between mkn and 
pi^, are points in difputc. . 
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Tho', as abfurdly, they fuppofc 

Our partial gifts the God difclofc. 200 

Joinft thou, with Efor/V, the difpute, 
TT enhance each moral attribute ? 
Pretending ** thefe, however crude, 
" Divine perfedion doth include : 
*' As fpecfes in a genus they, 205 

*« Or parts, which, join'd, the whole difplay/' 
So, with the grandeur all t' infpire 
Of the gay manfion of his lire. 
An idiot heir, his mother's fool, ' 
Taught his fynecdoche at fchool, 21a 

Conceived by part the whole was (hown ; 
And took a fample of xhtjione. 

Convinc'd, doth PolydorCy with me. 
That God's indefinite agree. 
Yet argue " that our partial view 215 

"May 
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" May ftill be relatively true : 

" For, if no abftradl lights we gain, 

\^ TTis juft our beft to entertain 5 

** Our God to call that wond roiis caufe, 

". In nature traced, by nature*s laws*** 220 

Miftake not here nor God dethrone: * 

t 

The firft mechanick caufe be known; 

*Tis of fome prior caufe th* effcdt; 

Which no known iSmilars refpedl. 

The. God we, then, by this define 225 

Nor felf-exiftent nor divine. 

Be known creation's various ties, 

Whence phyfical relations rife 5 

Of each efFe<5l the various caufe j 

Attradion and repulfion*s laws j 230 

yh^xprimum mobiU be found 

That drove Des Cartes' whirlpools round ; 

L Lot 
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Let matter, motion, cther^ join, 
To form thy attributes divine j ; 

Striving if pofliWc to rii^ . . ?3J 

To the lirft agent in the flcies ? 
3e next explain'4 to mortal fenle, 
The wondVpus fcbcP^ pf prQVi4eftce $ 
Down from thofe gfegt important ipringa^ 
On which rebound^ i)^ fate of {^g;^ 240 

To thofe, fo ?xquififely fin^H, ' . 

Deftift^d to let th? ffarrow fall; , 
Sayft thou the knowl?4g^ hence der<v*4 
Of hin^ thofe fyftems hath jfofltriv^d ? 
Al^s ! from hence we only itzcp .. 24^ 

The features of creation's fecej 
The front it be^rs to htimankincfj 
But not its felf-exifting mind. 
) jld we, prefumiiag to difplay 

The 
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The fpirit of the golden d^, 250 

Thus, call its ^fie^ce \t^ rciuk, 

Attradion, fir^^ ?iiy5;cr occuU ; 

Cte fay 'tis vegetatioti g^f^n; 

Who'd think it is X)^ft^. y^m^m ? ... - 1 

So here t' abfurdity we fall 255 

]Sror thus de^»e a God aJt aH. 

Yet while, to thee J freely own, 
J reverence a God- unknown ; 
Think not, throi^h ignorance or pride, 
A God was ever yet denied* 260 

No atheift - €ix vif as known on earth 

• By an atbeiji is meant fimply one that denies the ex- 
i^eq^e of a God— Divines indeed give that name to fkep* 
ticks and deifb indifFerentlv^ J)r. Sautby if I remember 
right, feems to have thought it more eafy to be a fpecula^ 
tive than a praffieal athe'^ ; thqugh, in the flri£^ fenfe of 
the word, whatever we conclude coj^iperning th^ latter, the 
fpfmer appears to me impoffibb^ 

I. 8 TiU 
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Till fiery zealots gave him birth. 

For controverfy's fake, their trade. 

And damn'd the heretick they made. 

Doth Clody^ impudent and vain, ?^5 

Deny a God, in fkeptick ftrain. 

And yet in ignorance advance 

That nature is the work of chance ? 

Theologifts, abfurdly wife. 

With their anathemas defpife $ 27Q 

For well may Qody thefe inflame, 

Whpfe God e3f ifts hut in a name j 

A technick term, devis^ at fchool, 

I pity Clody as zfool. 

To Epicurus /trains belong 275 

The cenfures of an" idle fong. 

For fay " united worlds might joiq 

f By accident, and nqt defign j 
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" Atoms might luckily contrive^ 

** And ftrangely find themfelves alive j 280 

*' Or, by fbme other fcheme as wild, 

"^ The world be fortune's favVite child/' 

Explain the terms— fay what is meant 

By atoms, fprtune, accident; 

What mean ft thou but th* efficient caufe 2 $5 

Of nature's works and nature's laws ? 

O, think not, then, th' eternal mind 

To term or epithet confin'd 3 

But take away or change the name ^ 

And Clodfs God and mine's the fame. • 290 

Sayft thou ** in chance a powV dcfin'd, 
** Fortuitous^ abfurd, and blind, 
*• Unworthy that ftupendous plan> 
** Which nature's fccnes difplay to man j 
\[ Where grace, -with harmony allied, 295 

X 3 '! And 
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" And wifdom ftrike, on evVy fide.** 

Alas ! to CloJy thcfe unknown : 

For wondVous wifdom's all his own* 

In nature nothing he furveys ; 

That adtaates his foul to pratfe : 300 

Ih vain the planets ran thetr courfe, 

Obedieftt to impuUIvc fbrce 5 

Th'excentrick comets, far arid wide, 

Purfue the feme unerring guide ; 

In vain defcribes their V^ied race, ^o^ 

In equal times> an equal fpace : 

In vain through microfcopkk eyes> 

Innumerabk wonders rife > 

On the green leaf viFhote nations crawl. 

And myriads peri(h in its falU 3 id 

Ah me ! what bears the barren mind f 

What beauty can affeft the blidd ! ^ 

I "^ ' Should 
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Should Chdjf then his chance difclaim, 

And own a deity^ by name^ 

Irhc blund'ring dcift would advance 315 

A God, no V9\kx than his chance. 

Boafts nature^ therefore, no dejign ? 
Say whence, Lorenzo^ yours and mine. 
Did wifdom's fons themfclveS create ? 
Their birth 'tis own'd t|iey owe to fate j 3 2d 
To fate capricious blind and dull j 
Defign lock'd up in th' atheilFs ikulL 
But fay, my friefid, how caihc it there ? 
Lit chance upon occqfion faif^ 
From odds and ends of matter joitfd^ ^i^ 
To form an intelieBual mind ? - 
Egregious blunder ! grofs furmi^e I 
*' Nature's a fopl yet man is wife/'' 
Is there a mortal, found of brain^ 

L 4 Who 

r 
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Who fuch a tenet can maintain ? 33^ 

O, no — for words let fools conteft, 
Atbeifm's a mere, tho' impiotjs,75^. 

How obvious is the truth ! and yet. 
What learned volumes have been writ| 
How fcholiafts labour to refute, 33 j; 

Where none do adually difpute I 
Of the firft-caufe, or fools or wife. 
The pure exiftence none denies j 
But in it*s effcnce • difagree : 
For who defines infinity ! 340 

Blufli not, Lorenzo^ then, to own, 
Th' eternal God a God unknown ; 
Whofe face, to mortal eye denied. 
Can never gratify thy pride. 
To him your votive altars raife, 34^ 

• EflentUl attributes. 

I * As 
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As Athens did in ancient days ; 

Nor dare pollute hia facred fkrine 

With human facrifice divine ; 

But humble adoration bring. 

And filent praifc j fit offcrmg ! 3^0 

So the Peruvian^ pure in heart. 

Strange to the guile, or guilt oi art, 

Unaw'd by tenet, text, or tale, 

Ere<9:s his temple in the vale. 

Sacred to th' univerfal mind, 355 

The God and guide of human kind. 

No firftlings here affront the fkies, 

Nor clouds of fmoking incenfc rife ; 

No hypocrite with acid face; , 

No convert tortur'd into grace ; ' 360 

No folid IkuU, in wifdom's cov^^l j 

No hooded hawk, nor folemn owl. 

Nor 
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!Jkor blind^ nor oBiinotis invade 

This ipottefs confecrated fhade : 

But, as the native of the (pray, 36^ 

Man hails his maker, with the day ; 

By nature taught,^ Heaven afks no taott^ 

Ixk fpirit and in tmtb t'adore^ 



) 
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ARGUMENT. 

On happlnefs.— The apparent incapacity of 
mankind for its enjc^^elit. — The compara- 
tive pain and pleafure of human fenfations> 
and their relation to our phyfical and moral 
conftitutton. 
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^TEXT to the abfurditj of puzzling our/elves in tbi /«.# 
vejiigation of matters beyond our capacity^ and equallf 
an ohfiacle to our inquiries after truths is thefoUy ofourcon^ 
Jiant purfuit^ and infpite of as eonjlant difappointments^ out 
expectations ^happinefs— 21&^ term is certainly left vague and 
ilUdefin^d even by tbofe philofopbers wboj pretending it to bi 
attainable^ affeSi to teach us how happinefs may be acquired 
^^ Its meaning is J neverthelefs^ obvious '^ and is determined 
from the tenour of its acceptation with the generality of math 
iind. In which fenfe^ it is Jhown to ic hitherto unattain*d% 
and thaty not only from the impojjibility ^externals to confer 
pappinefsj but, from the evident incapacity of human beings t$ 
be made happy^'-^-^It is hence^ alfoy declared unattainable % 
and even the moji laudable means whereby it is purfued^ as 
thofe of knowledge, religion^ and virtue are experimentally^ 
and logically, Jhown to be incapable of conferring happinefs.'^ 
Infamy ev^ryjlaie, age and condition of life having itsfeve* 
ral diJiinSl anxieties and confolattons, it appears that a conti^ 
nuedfenfe of either happinefs or niifery is incompatible with our 
nature i as well as with the very ejfence of pleafure and pain 
in general: our fenfations of both which are merely compara^ 
five and reciprocally necejfary to that of each ot^er. Whence 
happinefs andmijery are evidently relative to, and dependant 
on, the conjiitution of the human frame ; with which abJlraSi 
fain and pleafure are totally inconji/lent^ 
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BEyond the-fdenGe of mankind*^ 
In nature's fa|ie our God enflxrla'd; 
Content^ Lorenzo^ lot us trace 
The lines^ the ibadow> of hk £ice j 

In 
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In humble boldncfs feck to know 5* 

Our heav'n on earth j our God below. 

leat the iky 

I and eye. 
birds of night, 

)ticks check their flight, 
Encourag'd by the morning ray 1 1 

To rifk the fun-fhine of the day. 
Their feeble powVs too highly rate. 
And rufh abfurdly on their fate ; 
As in the noon-tide beams they gaze 15 

Struck blyid by Hcav'ns meridian blazc^ 
For ever after to their coft 
To grope; in endlefs crrour loft. 
Adapted, then, inquiry's plan 
To truths as relative to man, 20 

Woyldft tho^, Lorenzo^ ^oipprehend 

Man's 
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Man's phyfical and moral end^ 

To future, to immortal views 

ConduiSed by the faithful mufc ? 

Secure while yet in reafon's fight^ 2| 

For thee fhe takes her daring flight j 

Born up on fcientifick wing^ 

Attempts her boldeft note to fing $ 

For thee thofe winding tradls t'cxplore ; 

Where fcldom mufe hath dar'd to foar. 39 

But, here, as truth we hope to find, 
Be left each vain defire behind. 
Be tllrown thofe obflacles afide 
Which expedation builds on pride ; 
While bufy hope and buftling care 35 

Ercft their caftlcs in the air y 
Our fertile wifhes fafe to hold. 
Fertile in pleafure, fame or gold, 

. M A 
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A treafurc valued at no lefs 
Than man's confummatc happincfs. 40 

' For know, if blifs thy end and aim^ 
Truth but invalidates thy claim: 
Th* exclufive privilege to know 
The all we tafte of Heav'n below. 

Is this a maxim wits profefs ? 45 

^' That man was born to happinefs : 
** Tho' tqw^rs of hope he fondly raife, 
« Their ftrufture lafts him all his days : 
" In expedlation cv'n pofleffing 
" The better half of ev'ry blefling, 56 

" His blifs for ever in his view^ 
^* Whene'er he pleafcs to purfoe." 
My friend, with care fuch maxims weigh : 
Nor run with giddy wits aftray. 

In fcarch of truth may genius roam j SS 

But 
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But blifs, if found, is found at home: 

To region, clime nor foil confined 

This bcaftcd feed of Heav'niy kind. 

Ah ! vainly boafted, if below 

The plant ceieftial cannot grow ! 60 

Say fophifts neither more nor Icfi 

Than happinefs is happinefs ; 

Yet will they boaft this ftate unknown. 

This blifs indefinite, their own ? 

The difFrence plain 'twixt blifs and woe, 6^ 

Whatever we feel we furely know : 

What ftate can, then, be ever thine 

Which fenfe nor fcience can define. 

That man, by others is't confefs'd. 
Ne'er is but always to be bleft ? 70 

Yet would they teach, in moral ftrain, 
flow all may happinefs attain ? 

Ma As 
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As well who ne'er was blefs'd with light 

May boaft the happinefs of fight. 

The fplendour of the folar ray ; 75 

Or teach his comrades blind their way; 

As fuch to thee make ever known 

A ftate of being ne'er their own* 

Doft thou to prove my judgment wrong 
In anfwer quote thy fav'rite fong ? 80 

True blifs, thy Pope if we believe. 
All hands can reach, all heads conceive : * 
The happinefs of each confined. 
In truth, to that of all our kind. 
Know terms fo gen'ral naught define* Sg^ 

The blifs of trll nor yours nor mine : 
As yet diftindHy underftood 
The publick and the private good* 

• See Pcpe*^ eflay on mam 

Nor 
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Nor doth it prove this maxim right 
To fay that both in one unite ; 9^ 

Unlefs their union be fo plain 
That, feeking one, we both obtain : 
Since th' individual, for himfelf. 
Applies to riot, fame or pelf; 
In fpite of all the v^rife can fay, 9^ 

We feck our blifs a fep'rate way ; 
Juft as the prefent maggots bite. 
Take our own meafures for the right ; 
Or, having no peculiar whim. 
Along the tide of cuftom fwim. 100 

Mean- while, of blifs tho* all difpute. 
None leave their darling fubftitute, 
How (hort of happinefs is gold ! 
The mifer cries ; yet keeps his hold» 
Ip women, fighs the batter'd rake^ ^05 

M 3 What 
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What foHd comfort can we take ! 

Ab ! what in wine ? Silenus afks. 

Yet cart the whore ; go, ftave the cafks; 

'* How fhail the fons oiComus live, 

*^ If wine nor women life doth give !*• lib 

Thus publick happincfs our care 

But for our own peculiar ihare : 

While fons their fether's fchemes traduce ^ 

And here all patriotifm abufe. 

However then the fpecious face ^^5 

Of wit may countenance the cafe, 
Blifs inconfiftently we call 
The happinefs of one and all. 
Nor is it yet precifely meant 
By goody eafe^ pkafure or content. 1 20 

Good might we varioufly explain. 
Eafe is deliv'ranc(? but from pain. 

Fiea- 
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Pleafure is adlual joy confcfs'd : 

And mere content but patient reft ; 

A neutral ftate, at beft and worft. 

But negatively bleft or curft : 

That which our bappinefs we call, 

Tho' that nor this, the fum of alL 

The world's plain meaning plainly this. 

Some conftant ftate of a<5hial blifs. 130 

No matter whether in degree 

Alike beftow'd on you or me : 

Ei^ough, if, void of fear or pain. 

No motive lead us to complain : 

Enough, whatever the mode of joy, i%,y 

If fuch that it can never cloy. 

Look round the world, and tell me true. 
Where is fuch happinefs in view ? 
From monarchs fled, as fings the bard, 

M4 His 
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His patron's virtue to reward, 140 

Tell me, in truth, was St. John bleft ? * 

Or did the bitter bard but jeft j 

Dipping his pen in worfe than gall, 

An outed ftatefman blefsd to call ? 

With equal truth the mufe might paint 145 

My Lord oiBolingbroke a faint; 

Run riot o'er his dubious fame. 

And dub him with a patriot's name : 

So Worthy of his country's praife ! 

So meek ! fo holy all his ways ! 150 

Nor, tho' to him, to him alone 
A ftate of pferfeft bjifs unknown. 
Of each complexion, age, degree, 
. Mankind as far remov'd as he. 
(5o, afk> mjr friend, frorn door to door, 15^ 



k Se^ ^i&y on iqan^ Ep. 4, 



The 
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The high, the low, the rich, the poor j 

In court, or cot, if here, or there, 

Refide the mortal free from care. 

You afk in vain, for joy dnd ftrife 

Diverfify all ftates of life. 1 60 

To wield the fcythe with fweaty brpw^ 

With wearied arm to guide the plough. 

To fow in hope, to reap in joy, 

Thine, labour^ is the fweet employ. 

A life of reft with pain t'endure, 165 

To feek in health difcafe's cure. 

To eat the grape, unprun^d the vine, 

Laborious idlenefs is thine. 

Yet idlenefs of Care complains 

And labour quarrels with its pains. 17© 

Nor only found, or made, diftrefs y 
Becaufe externals fail to blefs: 

Lodged 
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Lodg'd in ourfclves the tafte, and will, 

That make externals good or ill ; 

No earthly bl^fljeg, hence, we find 175 

An equal good to all mankind. 

BelmorCy the fober'ft thing on earth. 

Dreads the broad laugh, and roar of mirth : 

While Clerriti^ with a length of chin, 

Protradled by perpetual grin, 180 

Tho' Socrates hinrjfqlf pafs by, 

M^ft laugh in ridicule or die. 

How elegant, how high refin'd 

The palate of Ctfr^if/^*s nwnd ! 

How low, how vulgar Cotta'^ foul, 185 

That feels no rapture in a vole ! 

See thoufands, as in love wiA ftrife, 

Purfue it, frettbg, all their li^j 

And darken, with the clouds pffpleen. 

The 
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The iky of providence fcrerie : 196 

Wrctchcdltb find another eas'd^ 

And moft unhappy when tbcyVe pleas'd. 

How ftrange ! whUe fame, wSth patient toil, 

Raife comfort on a barren foil 

Or pleaibre ftrik^ bynaliivediht, 195 

From cruel fortune's hardeft flint j 

The patriarch like, whofe rod, we're tdd. 

Earth's ftubborn fetters burft, of old ; 

When gufh'd the ifeeaiti ftom £fo«^'s rock,. 

To water ^tf^/'sthkftyHq^k. aoo 

Hence not on earth a bleffing fent 
Gives univerfally content. 
For while &> viuried I'^qat taAe, 
Maima itfelf Were fliow^'d to wafte. 
With rfcafon, thettfbre, we pnafefs 205 

Ck)d meant not here our happinefs ; 

Elfe 
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Elfe in the various blefiings given 

Sure various minds might find their heaven." 

But know, as different we find 

Each individual's turn of mind, 210 

A^ little with ourfdves we fee 

Ourfelves, at various times, agree. 

So oft our views, our tempers change. 

As through lift^s varied fcenes we range. 

At times, fo difPrent from himfelf, * 215 

The prodigal will hoard his pelf ; 

Spend greedily the night at play, ' ' 

« If, fays Mr. Pope^ , 

— -— To all men happinefi was meant, 
God in extemak could not place content. ^ 

To me, I miift confeia, the various con^ttion^ o£ human 
life feem fo admirably adapted to the feveral difpofitions of 
individuals, that, if our bappine& in this life were intended, 
the unequal diftribution of the gifts of fortune affords tb^ 
VftQ& p}auAble (deans to eficA it. 

Tq 
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To throw next morn his gains away. 

At times ev'n mifers rob their ilore. 

And give their fixpence to the poor, 220 

At times ev'n trembling cowards fight^ 

And, defpVate, put the bold to flight: 

While, lick of fighting and of fame. 

The brave, like belgick lions, tame. 

How oft, my friend, in private life, 225 

We love the maid we hat^ a wife. 

How oft the fcene, that gives delight 

At morn, oflends the eye at night. 

Tis not the want of that or this: 

PoflefSon is the bane of blifs : 230 

And hence of happinefs we fee 

On earth th' impoflibility. 

Yet, with an intercfted view. 

Doth ftill Lorenzo truth purfue? 

Doft 
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Doft thou fuppofe th'enlighten'd mind ' 235 

In truth's r^fcarchcs blifs may find ? 

That fciencc fancy may reftrain, 

And fix that wcathcr-cock the brain ? 

Alas, deceive thy fclf no more ; 

But give thy vain pretenfions o'er. 240 

For, as a world of fruitkfs coft 

In vain inquiries hath been loft ; 

A world of labour fpent t*attain 

To Knowledge man may never gain : 

So millions all dieir lives have fppnt, 245 

Searching for blifs in difcoyitfcnt : 

For blifs, which but a little thought 

Had told them never cpuld be taught* 

Yet ftill they afk j yet ftiU they run 

A race that never can be won. 250 

Thus fought, of yore, proje^ing fools 

The 
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The fummum bonum of the fchools j 

And wifer heads than thofe of old 

The ftone converting all to gold; 

Or vain adepts, much vrifer ftill, 255 

To wreft from nature's hand, at will. 

Promethean theft, celeflial fire ; 

To animate their wood and wire : 

Madmen, that not Monro could cure 

Of circles and their quadrature, 260 

Of thinking drunken nature reels. 

Like a flung coach, on fprings and wheels I 

Doft thou, inftruded in thy youth 
To place confummate blifs in truth ^ 
Conceive it fomewhere hidden lies, 265 

Among the learned and the wife ; 
That hence our blifs or mifery flow. 
The truth to know or not to know ? 

In 
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In vain the learn'd, in fclence deep. 
In fearcb oibtifs^ their vigils keep j 270 

In vain the univerfe exploreji 
Swift as their learch, it flies before, 
Through ev'ry clinae, on cvVy wind. 
And leaves the panting wifli behind. 
O, tell me, what cpnnedlion ties 275 

So clofe the happy and the wife* 
Did e*er the fage in wifdom find 
The artlcfs infant's peace of mind ? 
Proud knowledge e'er, or boaftful art, 
Reft ore to joy the broken heart ? 280 

Ah 1 what avails the truth to know, 
When truth's the frequent fource of woe ; 
While gilded ^/Wj dazzling rays 
With fun-fhine beautify our days. 
Or, mildly ihed, its filver beams^ 285 

R.e- 
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Refle<5ted, light our nightly dreams ; 

While pleafure and its laughing train 

Dance, by the moon-fhine of the brain. 

For what is knowledge, but to know 

How ignorant our ftate below ? * 290 

The more we learn, the more to find. 

Beyond pur learning, ftill behind : 

Our fruitlefs wifhes to increafe. 

Whene'er our mental profpe6ls ceafe \ 

So far from happinefs, my friend, 295 

Is fcience, in its means, or end. 

Sayft thou that blifs the world afTedt 
The fmile of God on his eleft ) 
Confined to Abr^dni% faithful feed 5 
And made dependant on our creed ? 300 

Go, afl? die faii^ts, to whom are given . 
The beil affurances df Heaven, 

J^ The 
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The few diftingui(h'd here on earth 

As children of a fpiritual birth, 

** How gloomy oft a ftate of grace; 305 

•• How often hid their Maker's face ; 

*^ How oft, by fatan and by fin, 

*' Sore buffeted the man within," 

Thefe all confefs beyond the fky 

Their blifsful heritage doth lie, 310 

Say, is repos'd this Heavenly truft 
Within the bofom of the juft, 
While virtue, in itfelf, you call 
The happinefs of one and all ? 
Pretending ftill, " tho' yours and mine ^ 1 ? 
*^ No partial mode of blifs define; 
*^ Yet that our diff'rent taftes unite 
♦' In meaning well and thinking right ; 
** An univerfal mpral thiS;^ 

" Con- 
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" Conduaing all mankind to biifs !" 


320 


Alas, what fophiftry to tell 




Of " thinking right, and meaning well :' 


n i 


Unlcfs this reditude of thought 




With perfpicuity be taught ; 




This honeft meaning plainly fliown j 


325 


So oft admir'd ! fo little known ! 




At virtue if we're left to guefs, 




What is't to fay 'tis happinefs ? 




The way to ^virtue as to blifs i 




If dubious that as doubtful this. 


330 


How fruitlefs therefore but to know 




** Virtue is happinefs below !" 




Sayft thou, mankind are all agreed 




That happinefs is virtue's meed ? 




The fervice of the work inquire^. 


335 
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And by the kbour rate the hire. 

Now virtue fome to fa£f confine. 

While others place it in Jefign. 

^efe bkft but for the good they djo j, 

And fbofe for all they have in view, - 34? 

But, ijf by virtue underftood 

The mere intent of doing good^^ 

Thofe fully virtuous may be held. 

Who ne'er one lawiefs paffion quell'd j 

WJiorn ne'er temptation led aflray, 345 

Beyond the tenour of their way ; 

A fober path by floicks trod i 

Nor friends to man, nor foes to God. 

Confiftent with a ftate of reft, 

If virtue's centred in the breaft, 35<> 

As happy thofe may furely live 

Who nothing give nor hiave to give, 

A& 
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As thofe who tafte, in fev'ry fenfe^ . * ^ 

Th' exertion of benevolence. . ^ 

Some feeming^difFVence Jret we find* 355' 

Whit pangs afFeft the tender mind ? 

Whatexquifite fenfatiohs rife, 

Ifo hear the orphan's piteous cries j 

To feel the widow's piercing woe j 

When too relief oUr wants beftow ? j6o 

l)oth virtiie here rejoice the heart 

As when the genVous eafe impart. 

When purefl: tfanfports warm the breaft, 

That glows fo fuccour the diftrefs'd ? 

And yet, my friend, 'twere wond*r6us hard, 36^^ 

If blifs the virtuous rich reward^ 

In poverty that virtue's zeal 

Shotdd double all the pangs We feel ^ 

Each gen'rous figh, each focial teai'^ 

N 3 But 
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But render want the more feverc. 370 

To virtue, therefore, if the deed 
Our beft defigns muft yet fucceed, 
Granting that happy evVy mind 
In fuch proportion as its kind, , , r ; ,. . 
Here in externals do we place ^ ; 375 
The happinefs of human race : . 
Enabled to relieve diflrefs . - 

As wealth, or pow*r, ourfelves poflefs ; 
For -blifs capacitated more , - , 

As bleft with fortune's worldly ftore. ,380 
Fix'd, by this fcheme, the blifsful ftate, 
Exclufive, ,to the rich and great : 
The virtuous poor, but innocent. 
Claim, at th* utmoft, bare content. 
Bcfides, if individuals Weft 385 

As (harers only with the reft. 

True 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



£/. ^* EPISTLES, 183 

True happinefs with thee to call 

Not merely, that of one but alJ^ 

What is inaftive virtue's ufe ? 

Can it to focial good conduce ? 30^ 

Can it, thus fruidefs and confined, 

Be caird a bleffing to mankind ? 

If then we judge fo much iamifs 

Of virtue, .and of virtuous blifs, 

If faith, tho' crowned with alms and prayVs, 39 j 

Hath all its pangs, hath all its cares, 

While, ev*n from knowledge, profpedts rife, 

That make us miferably wife, 

His perfect happinefs to reach. 

No morals mortal man can teach : 400^ 

Still Heaven's beft votaries muft confefs 

No bleffings here compleatly blefs : 

A compound ftrange of blifs and woe 

N 4 Man'^ 
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Man's variable fl^t^ b^lpV* 

Some abfent fomethipg ours to crave, 405 ; 

Ev'n from the cradle to the grave ! 

How idly, then, employed the tt(md 
In fearch of that we cannot find* 
For human blifs ftands never ftill ; 
Our good infep'rable from ill / 41Q 

Whilft all of pain and pleafure ihare. 
Their hour of joy, their hour of care, 
Adapted to each fev'rjfl ftate ; 
Fix'd and determinate as fate. 
The world my friend, an ample fi^, 41 y 
Of fuch examples (lore doth yield* 
How throbs the infant's little breaft, 

• Virtue, fays Mr. Pdpey is the 

Point where human blifs ftands ftill. 

And taftcs thjc good without the fall ta ill. 

Be- 
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Beneath a load of care opprefs'd ; 

The care that iffucs with a figh j 

The tear yePftanding in the eye ; 420 

Or, caught in laughter's dimple fleek, 

Dry^d up in flealing d6wn the cheek. 

Sec next, among the fadielU crdwd^ - 

Bold as a hero and^SL proud. 

The little tyrant of his ckfs s • 425^ 

Hq\^ happy ! till condemned' to parfe, - 

Or fob beneath the weightier curfe 

Of fcanning Lilj!'^ crabbed verfe.' 

In youth how glows the vital fire 

Tween expe£tadon and defire^ ^45o 

Qitit fanguine hopes our awk^ f(bars> 

' However puerile this example may feem^ there has 
been more than one inftbnce of a fehooI*bo]r'i having- a£hi-- 
ally been guilty of fuici^e^ ,in order to avoid the difciplinc;. 
of the rod, or the ferulai ^ 

AU 
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All fuiting unexperienced years. 

Still riper joys do manhood. blefs^ 

When full-blo^yn fortune we poff^s ? 

We riot on the joyous ftore, 435 

Till health and flrength can chatnif no more } 

When difapppintmeht and chdgria , 

Retaliate all our joys with fplefco. . 

Eroportion'd next to^wafted; 4ge, !... . 

Infipid joys and^peevflfh rage, , . ; 440 :, 

Tho' dim th' exhaufted paflion? burn, j j 

Take, to our latpjft gafp, their, tiirh. 

Thus relative, my friend, we find 

The pains and pl«^ures of aiankind : 

Adapted all, in due degree, 445 

To human fenfibility. 

For fee, no niore alivp to fmart 

Than dead to joy the hard-of-hcart : 

A3 
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As far from rapture, flS.defpair 

The fretful family of care. 4^0 

Not licknefs, pain, nor death itfelf 

Avarus dreads like lofs of pelf: 

While Lavifij offers an eftate 

To ftaunch a cut, ere yet too late^ : 

Difpel the head-ach, or reipbve 455^ 

Th' eifeds of his intempVate love. 

Was ever yet the child of mirth ' : ' 

Intenfely bleft, or curft, on earth ? . . I 

Ah no ! how Rightly feel a pain . ^ 
The light-of-heait, or light-pf-brain ! : 46a 
The man, fo happy as to think, . 
Life's bitter potion born to drink ! 

Behold the foolifh, weak and blind 
The fprightlieft, merrieft of mahkiiid , 
While fufFers oft fuperior fenfc, 465^ . 

Ev'n 
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Ev*n from its own pre^^cminence t 

Thpfe follies that the wife aniioy 

The deftitute-of-wifdom'sjdy. . c 

The blockhead riaturally free 

From cares thy knowle(%e brings oh thee, ^.fa 

While Heav'n yo^ daily |oil to^ feek, - 

Ppot Ralpbo worfo but oncc'^a week t - , 
When left his .pkaigh^and wbridly caresi^ 
He plies his fuhday's taflc at pray'rs* - ^ 
Nor puzzled lie-in trutdi'§ refearcb, 47! 

Laid all his burthen an; the chprchs . : : : : 
laiefHendfy churchy by 3Heai^ftdcfigrf^^ 
To help the weak, to lead^ th<; blind^ 
To check the rkih, te wittt^th© €oid> ' 

T*engage tltepung, t^aaicifetlieold; 480 

Th' unthiuldtig feomthcmfelves to fave/ 
And bring them <iali»ly to the grave* 

Bleft 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



J^p.V. B PIS TLBS. 189 

Bleft ignorance ! from care fp fr*; 
Hath it, Lorenzo^ db^FQ^ fojcthiet 
Wouldft thou to fciencei enopty n^me 4^*5 
If void of blii3 rc%a thy claim ? 
Be like the 2&^ that |)b>4diDg goes, 
Nor looks beyond his bcidkd nofe? 7 

For me-^O, rather fhotdd I dk 
Life's moft laborious, abjptft; taflc^ 499 

Would ev*a the naeaneft lot fuftain i; 
Bear Qv'ry tolerable paio«; , 

To emp'ricks would intnjft my cur^^ 
Ev'n to be pitied might endure :: 
Nay, plague mc^ Heav'n» in ev'ry ienfe^ 495^ 
Ere take my fhare of reafoa hence ;, 
Of fciencc ere my foul de^iv:e». 
My little portbn, whilft alive^ . 
Yet doft thpu igjnoouwfedcfflife?; 

The 
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The joys of knowledge hence arife. , - 500 

So ftrange fo little underftood 

The varied fource of mortals' good! 

To Heav'n ray grateful vows be paid 

That man in human frailty's made; 

That grief and ignorance my lot ; JJ05 

In joy and fcience fince forgot j 

Or befl: remembered in the tafle 

They give improvement's rich repaft. 

O fay, induftrious quefift, fay, 

What raptures court you on the way j 510 

What views delight, from time, to time. 

As the fteep hills of art you climb. 

Such tranfpoits ne'er had fir'd my breaft. 

If borri of fciences poffcfs'd. 

As when, by want of knowledge fir'd, 515 

To nature's lore I late aipiPd 1 

By 
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By flow degrees enlighten'd grew. 

Her volume op'ning tp my view j 

To the weak mind as knowledge given ; 

Knowledge, that wings the foul foF Heaven. 580 

Lorenzo^ is this dodf ine flrange ? 
Seeft thou not, while the feafons change. 
How much, as each in contraft felt, 
We freeze with cold, by beat we melt. 
Thus exquifite our fenfc of woe es.t 

As more refin'd our pleafures grow : 
Pleafure and pain, as light and ihade, 
By one the other ftill difpla/^. 
Didfl: never want ? to thee denied 
The blifs of being fetisfied j p^q 

In conftant fulnefs but enjoy'd 
Th' infipid good of which we're cloy'd. 
Say, plenty gives thee bread more white. 

It 
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It blunts the edge of appetite s 

Or, giving wine, malignly firft 535 

Robs thee, diftafteful, of thy thirft. 

How funk, and terrible, to thee 
The hollow eye of poverty I 
While Fillius meets her with a fmile^ 
And fings, pt whittles all the while* 540 

-Tho' worn his hands, |)6rplex*d his' bead^ 
He rcliflies the fweets of bread j 
Nay patient fees, in want itfelf. 
His cruftlefs cupboard's vacant flielf ; 
Full many a tim^ in pkafant rue, 54^ 

Dancing for joy without a fhoe. 

Is Forfunatus rich and gay ? 
Curft with the modiih itch of play j . . 

Bubbled at JVbite\ through luft of gain j 
Or jockey'd round NeWf Market plain j 55a 

Sea 
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See with, his barb his manors fly | 

His leafeholds totter widi the diei 

Braving die ftomi of many a caft^ 

His oaks a bet malignant blaft^ 

His card-built vil]as> one and allj 555 

Like infant ard)ite£ture> fall. 

From fharpers^ creditors and duna. 
Not half the peril Villim nms 1 
Whom all the world to truft refufe j 
Who nothing owns he dreads to lofe, 560 

Ah me ! what threatening danger nigh ? 
Why fwells the tear in Delia' % eye? 
Eclips'd the ^reft of the fair 
By fad misfortune's drooping air j 
Delia on whom kind Nature fmil'd, 565 

Ev'n at the birth her favorite child, ' 
When, all the graces to combine, 

O She 
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She cloath'd them in one form divine j 

Bcftowing grandeur, wit and wealth, 

And fortune's beft of bounties, health :- 570 

Nay, adding, in thergenVous fit, • ' * 

Good-naturc even to her ^it. / : t ^ 

With all thefe bleffiugs yet unbleft. 

Ah, tell nife, fair one, why diftref^'d. ' 

Alas ! alas ! the belle's reply 575 

" Of fir/Vtof's birth-day fuit I die.'' 

You fmiie at mifery like this, .. 
Match it with Di-Z/Vslenfc of blifs. 
In rapture ever, with the gay. 
To (hine at concert, mafque or play j .580 
Her greatefl happinefs. to boaft 
Her name tke fopling's reigning toaft : 
The all in life her wifli regards 
Summ'd up in faifliions, routs and cards. 

Ah» 
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Ah, then, how powerful to diftrefs 585 

Th' im|K)rtant article of drefs ! 
So deeply fome may cares afFcdt, 

Thofe trifling cares that you negkift, 

Half the folicitude we fee 

Ridiculous to you and me ? , jya 

Others there are as lightly hold 

Dangers, at which xnir blood runs cold» 

JLo where, beneath th' impending cliff 

The Norway fowler moors his fkiff ; 

Or, defp'rate, fifty fathoms high ^^^ 

Sufpended, feems himfclf to fly j 

While thus, from rock to rock, he fwingsj 

And, blythe, his fummer^s ditty fings. 

As blythe the fea-boy furls the fail, 

Rcgardlefs of the bluft'ring gale 5 60Q 

Nor winds, nor waves, difturb his flcep, 

O 2 Amid 
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Amid the horrours of the deep^ 

The cordial draught, the downy bed 
Had ne'er reviv*d t!ie drooping head. 
Had ficknefs pale, and fainting grief 6b5 

Ne'er wifli'd for wearied nerves relief- 
See Belmont on the fofa laid 5 
What racking pains his limbs invade ! 
Take half his goat, the refpite gi^en 
He calls a blifsful tafte of heaven. 610 

Give but a youth, difpcrfing wealth. 
Who riots on the bloom of health, 
That blifsful part, which yet remains \ 
And his a mortal's bitter'ft pains. 
J^ains which no aggravation knoW \ 615 

Yet, fo comparative our woe, 
Inflidt them when Cleora's kifs. 
Kind edrneft of approaching blifs. 

Hath 
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Hath rais'd the glotring lover's fire 




To flaming mptores of defire $ 


620 


Lo^ difappoktment joins the curfc. 




And turns this noorji alHt(fkioft worfe. 


• 


Correct ideas let us gain. 




Our fcnfc oipf wte ewe topaift^ 




So ftran^ a paradox is thk! 


625 


And misVy to our fcnfe of blifsi 


- 


While fuch our varying ftatc below. 




E?^li joy degenerates into woe j 




And paiQS, in fuffinwce, by d^ecs. 




On their own pangs engender cA ; 


6yi 


Their antictetCj like fcorpions^ bri»^ 




T expel the poifon of their Aing. 




The tenfion of ih' extended nerve. 




Say Phiiiologifts, may ferv^ 




The means of pleafu*e stti4 cf\^i^y 


(>3i 
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This 
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This fecming paradox t' explain. 
As ftrung the harp with tremhii]]^ vrire. 
So brac'd with nerves the human lyr^ 
While Aich in tune, thefe fages fay, 
The fmiling hojars in concert play : 640 

But if, in change, too 1^ or tenfe i 
health ftrikes no more the keys of fenfe : 
But, tremblingly alive all o'er. 
The tortur'd ftrings in diicord roar : 
While ficknefs, with her harpy claws, 645 
Stranger to each harmonicms caufe^ 
Labours, benumb'd, the*jarring ftrain^ 
That fluns our ear with deaf'ning pain* . 
Nor yet can health too oft repeat 
* Its mufick, howfocver fweet j 650 

While, by degrees, lo, ev*ry ftring, 
Pepriv'd of its claftick fpring^ 

In 
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la genVal laffitude, full foon 

The whole machine grows out of tune. . 

Should, alfo, paffion, fenfe orart 655 

Wind up too high the nervous part } • 

With noife the notes tumultuous tire ; 

Or breaking ftrings unman the lyre. 

Of pain or pleafure on our frame 

Th' eiFedte, hence, frequently the famcj 66q 

Thus, full of gladnefs or of grief. 

In tears we find the fame relief} 

Alike the feeble nerve deflroy 

Exquifite pain, extatick joy. 

The bandit, flretch'd upon the wheel, $65 

Th* extreme of torture ne'er can feelj 

But, cruelty difarmmg, lies 

Or dead to fenfe, or really dies. 

So, rapture never meant to blefs, 

G 4 Ev*a 
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Ev'n joy grows pain when in excefs, 670 

Indulged to print tht buriung kift 

On €bloe*s lips, how fierce the Wife \ 

How keen the torture of her chjums^ 

Carefs*d, to pant within her arms. 

Melting in fulnefs of defire, 675 

Stretch'd on the rack of blifs, t^e^tpire ! 

Thus conftitutional, below. 
Is all our blifs, is all our woe : 
Each holding, intimately join'd. 
Alternate empire o'er the mind. 68q 

Like Perjian monarchs, hardly known 
Ere tumbled headlong from the throne. 
Precarious and as fhort its fway, 
Depos'd and fceptrcd in a day, 
Pleafure begins its fickle reign; 6i$ 

I And 
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And i^imisses iota /4r/ir^ ' * ^ 

When, as to cruel pain we howi 

Its rod grows light wc know not hour. 

Ah, cruel blow to human pridfe-f 
Is pain and pleafiire thus allied, 69^ 

That all the fweets of life grow four 
Within the tranfitory hour I 
Con^plains, Lorenzo ? darts behind 
No ray of comfort on his mind ? 
If thus with varied joy and^ flxife 695 

Diveriified all ilates of li& $ 
If human being cannot know 
A conftant ftate of blifs or woe ; 
Worn by (harp mis'ry to the bones. 
While grief with intermifiion groans, 700 

And meagre want, half fed, the while. 

Grins 
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Grins forth her grateful, gjwftly. finUci 

Tho' van our herpes of blifi,- as vsun 

Our fears of unpemktingpam: 

Abfurd the qufchief-making.care 705 

that leads us blindly to dcfpair. 
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On abftradl good aad evil— ^The phyfical pcr-^ 
fedtion of the material univerfe, and the mo^ 
ral harmony obfervable in the difpen£itiox^ 
of Provytnce. "^ 
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vil bHV^ bUbirp k^M attenMvjitb Itttk Jitccefs. /«. 
4e^ nofucb obfira^ ml exijis. For^ whatever calamities 
human life be fubjeS tOj their evil depends fnerefy on our own 
fenjibilityi Even fhyfical evils ^ which are the Uajl cdntro" 
vertibky are evidently relative to th'eir effedr on thefuff'er'^ 
ing$^ or enjoyments^ of mankind. Whence they muft not he^ 
accounted ahJiraBl evils ^ oY ¥eal dtfeSls in ^e -general fyjkm 
^f things : vf which we have of pref$nt but a pai^ sfiew ^ 
itnd therefore cwm^ tell bow far ap^mt infpijfe^ims mag 
^ndu^ t^ the pirfe&ion ef the whole. That human life is 
fubjf^% ncveribelefs^ to palpable evils cannot be denied: but it 
Jbould be confider^d thatyas fuch evils are but temporary y and 
are evil but in proportion to the pleafure^ or goody by which 
they are contrajledy we are not-fenjible of any dbjira^d evilf 
mlefs ajtate ofhumanityy on the wholcy be attended with a 
greater portion ^ pain than pkafure. This is afferted by 
stumy ; but is experimentally falfe. Indeed^ on a fair and im^ 
partial ejlimatey our fufferings and enjoyments feem tojlandon 
an equal ballance* Hence y alfoy if there be no abJiraSf phy* 
fical evil in the univerfe^ there is as little reaf on far us to hold 

the 
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thiixlfttnci ofphyftcqlgQodi or U maintain that hapfinefs ii 
the prhlkgi cf human Kfe.^ That ^ whatever is is right,'* 
fvith refpeSt to the whole, is allowed; but that It Is therefore 
good is another conJUeration : gpodnels Mng a Urm fehtrm 
to the happlnefs of man^nd, and -hot applicable to that general 
^fjfteriu The famous principle of the best is therefore futih 
andfrivobuS'^As to monl good and evil : we owe afenfe if 
them purely to pbyfical : for had mankind felt neither pain not 
^leafure, they would never, from the light of nature, have ac'^ 
:f^f^d tbe ideas of moral good or iU. Tkofe anions, therefore^ 
4sri morally good which give rife to more pleafure than pain ; 
etndm^ally bad, vice veifa; Imsowtceieing,^ialyfpeaJtiHg^ 
neither good nor evil; and indeed inconjiftent with a ftate of 
adtion. Moral evil appears, hence, to be, alfo, merely rela^ 
tivetommi andcanbyno means be confider^d as a defect in 
the defigns of Providence \ unlefs we can hefo abfurd as tofup* 
pofe it in the power of created beingt to counterwork the in-^ 
tentions of their fupreme creator^ On the other hand, moral 
good is eptally relative, and" can have no effeSf on the bappi* 
nefs of the firjl caufe, or plead any abJlraSf merit with the 
Deity. Moral good and evil, however, in the agent, is ne^ 
cefjarily attended with temporary happinefs and mifery j in the 

dijlri^ 
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diftrtbutim pfwhtcb^ alfi^ agreeabU to reUtivi mniU U if 
not improbable that impartial ju/iici is dom^ even in tbislife^ 
in the perfeif difpenfations of Providence^ Our hopes or e^ 
prehenfions^ nevertheUfsy of a future Jlate are not herd/ eut 
off. On the contrary^ this life may only bo preparatory to a 
future I where the virtuous and vicious may be very diffem 
rentlydifpos*dofinthefcaleofexiflence. But, whatever be 
our lot hereafter, it refls on the goodpleafure of our creator : 
into wbofe hands philofophy calmly rejigns the bidden concerns 
4if futurity. 
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S there who teach that human woe 
Muft from a fource abftradted flow j 
Exifting in creation's plan. 
Some a(flive ill the cuf fe of man y 

P ^omt 
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Some impcrfedion, or offence, ^ 

In phyiicks or in providence ? 

The queftlon old unanfwer'd lies. 

" Whence did the curfe of ^vil rife ?'* 

By Wolfim left and twenty more. 

As puzzling as 'twas left before, ' ]!> 

To God or devil ftill affign'd 

The caufe of ill by human-kind^ 

In difbbedience to his God, 
Did man himfelf call down the rod ? 
Or did th' arch-fiend, from Heav'n that fell, 15 
Infpire the mifchief to rebel ? 
Yet, fure, if powV preventive given. 
No angel e'er had fell froni Heaven ; 
Man had no tempter known to vice ; ^ 
Serpent, nor £w, in Pafadife. 20 

I/C>r^//2;o, ii\ the pride of fenfe, 

2 Jfe-i 
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InJiruSiion's deem'd impertinence. 

She, therefore, daughter of the wife^ 

Ha^h long been fhelter'd in difguife 5 

Ent'ring, beneath the mafk of fport, 2jf 

The prefence, tho' forbid the court 2 

So fond with young delight to ftray, 

And moralize the wanton's play, 

T^hat ev'n her precepts ftill prevail 

In ev'ry favVite, goflip's tale. 30 

Yet fo that thpfe who feek to learn 

With eafe the naked truth difcern j 

To genius but a pleafing tafk 

To fport with allegory's malk. 

The moral, then, from tales dedud y 35 

And let philofophy inftruit. 

Angelick truths let angels fcan : 
Ours is the fcrutiny of mam 

P 2 Our 
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Ours but in reafon's bounded courfc 

AUow'd to try our native force ; 40 

Confined within life's little fpace 

The fleeted genius at the race. 

In vain we urge beyond the goal 

Th' ideal cpurfers of the foul. 

Art thou, my friend, fo ill at eafe 45 

That all thy profpedts here difpleafe ? 
Doft thou, in peeviflinefs or pain. 
Of nature's fyftem all complain ? 
Of blunders there, confufion here. 
Too diflant Heav'n, and hell too near ! 56 

In mood fo fplenetick, my friend. 
Say what thofe evils that offend : 
Thy doubts propofe, thy queftions afk. 
And take omnifciency to tafk. 

Giv n thy fagacity offence 55 

. By 
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By all thou feeft of providence. 

The coaflitution prone to blame 

Of nature's univerfal frame, 

Doft thou Heav'n's boafted care deny 

When tempefts fweep along the fky ; 60 

Thy feather'd geefe when whirlwinds bear 

Aloft, and fcatter, wide in air ; 

Or from the hills impetuous rains 

Defcend and Arip th' autumnal plains ? 

Concluding the machinVy vile (>^ 

When earthquakes (hake our flable ifle. 

When Etna and Vefuvius flame ; 

To nature each a burning (hame ! 

Finds thy philofophy as foon 

Faulty th* attradion of the moon, 70 

When death refiftlefs, roaring rides 

In triumph o'er the fwelling tides, 

P3 Or, 
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Or, bathing in deftruftion, drowns 
Flocks, herds and men and helplefs towns j 
Or bears them off fome mountain ftecp 7^ 
AH headlong down, to glut the deep ? 

Or is thy wifer cenfure bent 
Againft fome comet's dire event ? 
Jn time to come, time out of mind. 
To fall into the fun defign'd j 8q 

Sufpicious that, if planets turn 
To comets, ours at length may burn 3 
And we be doom'd, fome fultry day. 
To his devoi^ring flames a prey ! 
LiOrerjzOy is this ftrain admir'd, 85 

Jlere mayft thou rail till fenfe be tir'd. 
But judge not thou, as fophifts vain. 
Of general good by partial gain : 
Thinking when crofs'd our ftubborn will 

Such 
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Such is a providential ill. 90 

For know, no abftrad: caufe exifts 

And battles in creation's lifts, it* 

A formal enemy to man. 

Since nature's tournaments began, 

Inflam'd with enmity and power 95 

God's human likenels to devour. 

No— 'tis impoffible a caufe 

Should counteraift creation's laws, 

The hand of providence arreft. 

Or Heav'n's determin'd pow'r conteft : 1 00 

As one or other muft prevail. 

And one, or both together, fail. 

But nature knows no real ftrife. 

However jarring human life. 

From evil and from errour free j 105 

Thefe only relative to thee. 
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In icy chains let winter bind 

The glebe untrod by hurpaa-kind. 

Fierce light*nings fl^, ^nd thunders rdl 

Their horrours only rouod the pole; 1 10^. 

Let Maljirooms roar, .and H^dat Waze 

Where fools nor cowards ftand to gaze 2 

Let iflands drown ^ let mountains meh i 

Thefe are no evils till tlieyVe felt. 

'Mid fouthern .&as and lands unknown I ij^ 

Should agonizing nature groan. 

There only eaie her future tliroes, 

And harmlefs horrpurs round difclofej /. 

Earthquakes would lofe their evil namet 

And Heav'n no longer bear the blame : i^O 

Thp- evils now we loudly call 

ldma\ and JJlj^ppQ\^^ felU 

» l^ifion^ fo called from its fuppos*d founder, Ulyjfes, 
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LorenzOy of o-eatioii's plan 
But parts are vifible to man $ ' 
Whence, ign'xant of their fcp'ratc «fe, 13*' 
We think them ^bjed to abufe : 
Tho' all with art c<Mifummate join. 
Conducive to HeafvVs main dcfign, ' 

As parts^to complex «ngines prove, 
Infpir'd by mechaniim to m6ye> ^ ?^ 

This retrograde, and that direft, 
Jn difPrent modes to one effiaa, 
So^ howfoe'er Aey ckfh to fenfe, 
Thefev'ral iprings of providence^ 
In concert, at their Maker's Will, 135 

Their ends harmonioufly fulfil : 
Upheld the weight, let fall the rod, ■ 

As urges the firft mover, God. 

How blind are, then, the finatt'ring fools, 

Juft 
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Juft taught their gqoflietrick rules, 140 

The fimple ufe of rule and line. 

To thcfe who natiire would confine 5 

Its laws who elfe capricious call. 

Or fay " it ads by ncme at all 5 . 

*« The macrocofn^'s vaft pngine made 145. 

•* By one th^t kpew not half his trade 5 

f Its bungling engineer ^ h^nd, 

" To help it fqrward, at a to^^** 

Impious ! like AforA\ doth it take 

The pains to ipend it did to make, 150 

Requiring endlefs coft and care * \ _ j 

^o hold in tenable repair ? 

Ah ! no, howeV to us it feem. 

Creation is a perfcft fcheme* 

Lorenzo^ let not words deceiv<?. 155 

All imperfcdlion's relative j 

Since 
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Since from conceived- amendments came 

The patch-work we perfedion name 5 

A term for fomething underftood 

Produdlive flill of mortals* good, 16a 

But, of perfedtion abfolute 

All nature is, beyond difpute. 

For all from God is Jiere derived. 

And all is perfed God contrived. 

^' Man furqly perfedt.theix'^you cry. a6j^ 

As man, moft perfect, I reply. 

The creature of his Maker's will. 

Formed his good pleafure to fulfill, 

peftin'd in th* univerfal plan 

To fill his ipace, and adt, as man. %yo 

What tho* on earth the human mind 

Involved in ignorance we find, 

Impaffion^d, fickle, giv'n to pride. 

Nop 
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Nor refting c'cr/elf-fatisfied. 

Doth powV comparative tlmprovc 175 

Perfedlion pofitivc remove ? 

A8 well iniperfeft mi^t we fay 

The rifing fun at early day. 

Since with fuperior heat and light 

It blazes in mefidian height. i^<^ 

Form'd with pnogrtffive pow^ra to rife 

Ffcm out the duftto tread the ikie3» 

Perfedk as fuch humanity 

However lowly in degree* 

How ignorant and weak are thofe 185 

Who nature's authour, then, fljppofe 

In providence /enoains a ipy^ 

To guard his work with watchful eye j 

From fallen angels' bafe intent 

The direful o^rtrage to prevent J ^ 190 

:: To 
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To refcue, or preferve, his plan 

From that prodigious creature, roan. 

Like the young fleed, that fcours the plain^ . 

Its nature: wild and needs a rein ? 

Or halts it like a founder'd jade 5 j^^ 

(Lame by her frequent tumbling made? 

Perhaps, Lorenzo^ fome miftake 
Concerning providence we make j 
The pow'rs of nature to divide 
From its* imaginary guide : JjOO 

For, if creation has, in faft. 
Been long ago a finifh'd a£h. 
What end doth labVing time purfuc ? 
Or what hath providence in view ? 
For fure thou wilt not take the fide 205 

Of thofe, Whofe ignorance and pride 
Maintain the univerfe defign'd 

Merely 
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Merely to gratify mankind : 

A ftage, as on a ftroler's cart, 

Wl^erc drolls itinerant play their part, 2 id 

In grinning nairth, or brawlmg ftrife : 

Thp tragi-comedy of life I 

Was,: then, heavVs wondVous powV difplay'd^ 
This fyftem in perfcdfcion made. 
Only to wear jtfelf away ? 215 

Stupendous frame ! for mere decay ! 
^ts worlds to wander through the void, 
Deftroying till themfelvcs deftroy'dj 
Or, in fome future, fabled, days. 
To take imaginary blaze 220 

At flames, that all to ruin turn^ 
Annihilating as they burn ? 
Rifk*d, then, the cenfure of my wit, 
I hold the world unfinifh'd yet : 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



JEp.Vl. EPISTLE S. 223 

Time building what Heav Vs wifdom piann'dT^ 

Creationfs. work ev'n yet in hand. 

Through nature's fccnes in order range j 

iSec all things iq^continual change ; 

All to fome point progreflive run. 

To do, as well as be undone. 23 a 

Exifting for fo fliort a fpace, 

Thoufands we know but by their place, 

<Vyiiich changed, by changing form, we fay 

The things themfclves are pafs'd away. 

No proofs q£ being objeds bring, 235^ 

Whofe ejfence ever on the wing. 

Flown from thtiv forms^ ere yet defined, 

Lcives no identity behind. 

But waving this, yet fee we here 
No abftrad: caufe of ill, to fear : 24a 

Since on the feelings of mankind 

De- 
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pqpeada the cv'ry itt we.find s . 

Whence, tho*. oar fuflTrmgs ill we call,. 

They're no abftcadedcaufe at alLi 

For, flrlpt creatioD of maitidQd, t^^ 

No evil woul^ be kft behind^ 

, To this will cavillers rejdy ? 

^* We afk not where tbofe caufcs liej 

" If in ^/Vr»tf/r be th'offence^ 

^* Or in the pravity oifenfe : ^^fi 

^^ That real ill exifts is [^ain, 

" While man is fcn&le of pain J^/ 

In anfwer, my Lorevzo^ here. 

No vaunting ftoicifca fe^ ; 

Nor think thy friend fo madly wife J155 , 

T'afFed: his misVies^ to defpife* 

I n^'er prefume that point to teach^ 

Nor 'gainft the voice of nature preach : 

2 , None 
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None feel more tenderly than I: 
IVIine the foft heart and w^fry. eye, 96b 

*rhe fanguine hopes^ the gfoundlcfs fearS 3 
Still unfubducd by fenfe or years ; 
Ah, too fufceptible of paiii 
When vice, or fblly, but complain \ 
Vet, ev^n while tears of anguifti flow^ * S65 
i hold no abftradt ill we knoww 
^Tis true^ my friend, no man alive 
Gould, in his fehfes^ gfavely ftrive 
The wretch in torture to perfuade 
Of evil not to be afraid ; S79( 

The murdVer, mangled on the wheels 
*ro fmile at harmlefs rope and fteel j 
Or that the blows, that loitering kill^ 
Cannot be phyfically ilL 
Abfurd the argument and vain ! * 275 

Q^ Since 
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Since all we know <£iU is fain. 

And yet, as, neither griev'd nor pain'd. 
Of evil man had ne*cr compkin'd, 
If, relative, our blifs and woe. 
Reciprocally ebb and flow, 280 

^is palpabk that joy and ftrife 
Are but the modes of hmmm H& 1 
Which varied wMi confmnmate AciM 
Proves, on the whole, nor good nor ilL 

Say ft thou the learned ire agreed 285 

The ills of life the good exceed ? 
^orenzo^ peevifh, lick, or vain. 
How natVal is It to complain ! 
But fure experience here denies 
This thread-bare maxim of the wife. 290 

Behold the weak, the blmd, the lame. 
The fons ofpoverty and fhame. 

The 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^. VI E F X 8 T L E S. 227 

The wretch, expiring by degrees 

By amputations or difeafe ; 

Such whofc vilp lot, th? worl^ their foe, 295 

Contempt and beggary below: 

Shouldft thou to this, or that, propoft 

In death a cure for all thpir wqc§ j 

Tell 'em, " oppre6'd with human ftrife, 

^* Wide ftand the numerous doors qf lifti 30a 

** With open arm's, the wretch to fave^ 

*' Reft welcon^es misVy to the grave/' 

How few your recipe will tryj 

Tho' dying piece-rn$al loth to dye. 

Nor merely from the fear of ivorfe^ 305 

Tenacious of a prefent curfe* 

For fay annihilation here 

The all poor mortals have to fear ; 

How few would yet their ills incline 

0^2 Their 
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Their fcnfe of being to refign ; .310 

To part, on terms like thefe, with pain. 

With pleafure ne'er to meet again 5 

Ev'n nature fhudd'ring at the thought. 

To fink inconfcious into naught. 

In mere exiftence fare mankind 3 1 5 

Muft then intrinfick pleafure find ; 

Some good equivalent muft feel 

To fuch fuppos^d excefs of ill ; 

Since thus, by death, fo loth to part 

An aching head and bleeding heart* 320 

May not, at leaft, all human woe 
Be ballanc'd with our joys below. 
Doft thou, LorenzOy doubt of this ? 
How doft thou meafure earthly blifs ? 
'Tis not by extafy alone 325 

Thy adtual fhare of joy is known : 
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X>//r/;//dv^ adds to the degree 

As much as its intenfity. 

Joy for a moment's fpace how fmall ! 

Pain inflantaneous^ none at all 3 3^39 

Through life continued little lefs 

Ev*n bare content than happinefe : 

The joyous extafy of blifs 

Dilating rarified to thi^. 

Be it on individuals tried ; 335 

Each needs but to be fatisfied : 

The longing wife, the figh is o'er 

When once content 5 we afk no more. 

Thus equal joy we often tafte 

In fhort-liv'd pleafures, fnatch'd in hafte, 340 

As others, w, when raptur'd lefs. 

For years, ev'n we, ourfelves, poflcfs. 

Hence oft aflerted in difpute 

Q 3 That 
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That time ideas cohftltutc ; 
Senfe of duration fo confined 345 

To that which paiScs m the mind. 
Th^expeftant lover thinks, in rage. 
His SteJlias abfent hour an age 5 , 
While fhort and fweet the nioments fly. 
When love and (he fit finiling by : 3 50 

Nor giv*n their epithets in vain 
To fleeting joy, and KAg«Ir^ pftin. 
In minutes flown feadh joyful ^ay, ^ 
Each fad one whited in hoikrs ftway« 
Nay, tho' i:>f iife tenackras aU, ^^g 

Longevity no blifs wa calL 
la diflPrent atiitiiak, «t le^, 
While ev'n the iefs tfae grcatcPs feift, 
Ti$ probable their joys and ftrifc 
Are fuited to their PStm of tiife* ^% 

Whence 
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Whence equal pl^ure, equal pain. 

May long-liv'd elephants fuftain 

With young ej^merons^ whoie flightj^ 

At npon bf^nfiii^ ends at night : 

During which moments^ ^p^c^ 365 

They rife^ Loye^ battle and embrace, 

Flutt ring around, tidl, out of breath. 

They drop into the' arms of death. 

From felf-(!^perknce deft thou rato 
The real hardfhip of thy fiitc ? : 570 

Art thou with.ev'ry friend at ftrife? 
Seed thou no gentle joy in life? 
poft thou no fav'rite fcheme poflefs. 
To build conta»plative fuccefs ? 
Haft thou.no hope $ no g6od dpft choofe, 375 
A good thou wouldft not die to lofe ? 
Thy day, thus clouded at the dawn, 

0^4 Win 
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Will brighter fliine, its clouds withdrawn ; 
Or, is thy morn of fun-fliine paft. 
With clouds thy evening's overcaft : 389 

Wouldft of its brightnefs know th'amount ? 
Bring morn and evening to account. 

Stands nature then, fo long^ abus'd^ . 

Of abftraft evil thus excused j 
As little truth is underftood 385 

By thofe, who hold all mXyxttgmd. 
^ Whatever is, is rightJ* — ^it may. 

r • 

But therefore ^W we cannot fay j 

Unlefs fome perfedt blifs we fee 

Arife from partial miferyt 3 go^ 

In fpite of truth, in reafon's fpite 

When vex'd, or pain'd, we all deny't: 

Ne'er, till tlie pain be o'cr,^ confcfGng 

T'hat was^ which never /V, a blcffing* 

Th? 
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_ / 

The term's, then, here mifunderftood. 395 

Bigbfs not equivocal to good-^ 

Goodnefs adapted and confined 

To th' appetites dfhuman-kind 5 

The rights unknown to you or mt : 

Tho* iurc what is is fit iobe. 400 

Let Plato^ then, or Leibnitz prate 

Of goodnefs influencing fete j 

Or idle fophiftcrs conte^ 

Their boaftcd principle the befl : 

By difputants, on either iide, 405 

The partial term is mifapplied.* 

^ But fhould we even fuppofe . the term to be m'd widi 
propriety in this cafe, it remains to be prov'd that two dif- 
ferent ty&cms cannot be e^iually good, before we fubicribe 
to the doctrine of Ltibnitz or Plato^ viz. that out of an inr 
finite variety of poffible worlds, God hath chofeo, or could 
not but chootjp, the bift. . 

That 
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Tbftt GknJ » good ih^y Imofr fiill \y*U ;. . 
But what his goo^oefs wft^ am tell 5 ^ - 
Unlcfs to roan, hi^ kindncfs fliowii 
Heav'n's good jiepeAds upcai pur ow«* . 410 

Lorenzoy mcarely to iAankin4 
Thus evil pbyfical pptrjfin'd r :_ i . v.. 

Of /^^r^/ next,^ puzzling taik^^ 
An explanation doft tfeou aflc ? 
Sayft thou " Heaven's ^m no naore «xt;?n4f ;4i5 
*^ To phyfical than n^Qral tods : 
;f * The fame the providential power^ 

" That rains the fofi, refreibing fhou^cr, 

J. 

** That, in the womb of teeming earth, 
^ Its-^atonuqukkcns' into birth, 420 

." Doth inifee paocal jfcene cqnned 
*« Thrcaafe- ind cdnfequent cffed^ 
On virtue peace of he^rt bf Aovs-^ 
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'< Softens the good man's cafaail woei; 

" Abandons vice to fell dcfpdr i ^ 425 

^< Or plagues with heart'^oorroding care :'' 

Concluding faience^' that mc^lil}^ . 

^^ Oppofing nature^s r^^iteous m% - 

" Aloud for HeaVrffi dread vengraftce cfiille, 

^' The curfc that on the guilty fidife.'* 436 

So far Lorenuok^ I ijirhh thec^ : V^ 

In part moft readily 9^r«e ; 

That vice will leave a iling behind^ 

And virtue its ^e^;vard ifaall find. 

Yet all, with good St. Paul^ confels 435 

^' Without a law 1*^ cafiL^t tran%Feft*" 

Now nature's law is Heav'n's couimahd. 

Whole will no mortal can withftand. 

How ! lives earth's animated clod 

To contravene the will of God ? ^' 
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As well, advcnffous of hisncck, 

The laws of gravity to break, 

Prefumptuous tnan might feek to fly, 

A creeping e^th-worm, to the iky j 

Or don the l^fi&fs winged fhocm, 445 

To tr^ it yarely to thcmobri/ 

^bat curfe ic^tx then vice provoke. 

Creation's laws can pe'cr Be broke. 

But know, by fb^aVHoti^ 
Is moral goo^ ot 'eVil known ^ 450 

For, had not vice the powVto vex, 
fls;evil never; would perplex. 
Each moral thus a partial ill. 
Permitted by th'eterhal will; 

• Bifhop Wilklns concciv'd a poffibility of our flying up 
lo the moon; and th^ it would,' 'in time, become as com- 
fWl &r a traveller to call for his wings, as it was for bis 
'•^fc»!i)oraries to call for their boots, 

z\ To 
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To mortals relative th' ofience 45^ 

And punifliments of providence. 
Lorenzo^ ftate the matter clear. 
Be pain and pleafure ftrangers here. 
Strangers to pleafure and to pain. 
Induce what motives to complain ? 46^^ 

Suppofe we, then, in nature's plan, 
T'exift th'automaton of man, 
Rifing from fenfelefs matter's arms. 
Where perfed reft nor grieves, nor charms; 
Should Heav'n a confcioufnefs beftow, 46 j[^ 
Subjedl to good or ill below ; 
Not real pain or pleafure give. 
But only make the form to live : 
As yet from all refledlion clear, 
Unnerv'd by hope, unaw'd by fear, 470 

Suppofe to aftibn thus cortfign'd 

This 
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Tlijls naked, unaffedled mipd. 

Zarenzo^ with precifion henQe 

Let us infer the confequeoce. 

Ere yet exifted moral ill, 47| 

The firft fole a|{ent wa» the 'mU : 

lleafon with^vtf tho pow'r to ad. 

To cenfure or advifc % fad j 

As from experience naught it kpcw, 

Of good or b^j or f^ or truei ^Sd 

For re»^ its <:pnpli:^Qa dr^ws 

FiQm fimilar ^&f^ and cauiJe » 

No inftina, faculty or fcnfe, 

Infurlng adual innocence* 

That bids us virtue's fteps pwfue, 4^1 

Or points to blifs it never knew : 

Eke giving reafon here had Heaven 

No lefs than sl&^X ^afiire givien : 

This 
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This not fuppos'd— *henoe reafon's ufe 

Some known efFeft muft tntrodute. ^no 

Now, as iooate if we maixrtaiti 

A Jove of blifs and hate of pain, 

Direaed as the puffions fir'd. 

The will to pleafore firft afpir'd ^^ 

The moral agent bound to chtrfe ^p 5 

From pleafure's tnoft immediate i4cws. 

But, prone to cenltire a^ complain, 

Stippofe our firft fenlation pain; 

Let pain or pleafore be attained. 

Of both an equal fenfe was gain'd, 500 

As the firft tree of knowledge bore 

Of good and evil equal ftort ; 

iPor when the mind one pleafure knew. 

Its neutral ftate of reft withdrew : 

Pleafure and pab, by contraft known, 505 

Criteria 
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Criteria of each other grown* 

Hence felt th'initiated toind 

The fting which pleafure left behind. 

And reafon did to a€l commence 

Onth'informationof thefenfe^ 510 

Seeing the paffions ebb and flow^ 

Now fwoln with blifs, now funk in woe, 

Trac'd out the bounds, extremes between. 

Of innocence that golden mean* 

But ah, the fluduating tide 5 1 1 

Of paffion doth this mean deride : 

Coniiflent only, 'tis confefs'd. 

With nature in a ftate of rejl. 

Here then firom moral aSiion came 
Thejieceflary ill, we blame : £ad 

Running felf-love, in full career^ 
Reafon her guide not always near« 

Her 
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Her fatisfadlion oft purfuing, 
Tho' at her own and others' ruin* 
Pronounce we, Kence, amoral ill tzi 

Th'indulgence of the human will. 
Whene'er from fuch indulgence flows 
More pain than pleafure it bellows* 

In guilt original involv'd^ 
Here fee the wond'rous myft'ry folv'd. ^jg 
To the firft man no more confin'd 
Than paffions found in ev'ry mind, 
Is, the plain caufe of moral woe, 
Sin, human frailty here below/ 

Lorenzo^ evil under ftood, 12 1 

The die's reverfe is moral good 1 
Whatever more pleafure yields than pain** 

^ Not, indeed, folely to th6 agent, but to mankind, of 
the moral world in general, 

R The 
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The name of goodnefe doth obtain. 

Unfatisfied, Lerenzo^ yet, 
DofI: thou loft happinefs regret? 540 

Doth, from our plan of morals, feemt 
Yet providence no pcrfcfl: fcheme, 
Becaufe, perplexed widi fear or pain, 
Ev*n virtue covets blifs in vain ? 
Doft thou againft the caufc objedl ? 5^45 

" Tis difproportion'd to th^ efieA, 
** Thus in th'intempVance of the will 
" To place the fource of moral ill : 
" 'Our paffions but a natural caufc, 
«« Obedient to creation's laws, 55^ 

" Here palpably too innocent 
?^ The caufe of mis'ry to be meant.** 
Muft I repeat it o'er again ? 
From pleafure flows our fenfe cf pain. 

Through 
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Irhrough life, each other's contraft made, ^^^ 

Dependant thefe as light and fliade- 

Whence, tho? to moderation join'd 

Content's ferenity of mirid, 

While vice but fports with higher glee 

To fink as low in mifery, 560 

Proportioned to the guilty joy 

The pdngs intemperance annoy, 

Yet, on the whole, no abftraft ill 
Doth here confront th'eternal will j 
Ofevilallth^efFeftcdftrife 565 

But relative to human life. 

Sayft thou indeed ** if man confined 
^' To fill the place by Heav'n affign'd, 
*' But partially to rife, or fall, 
** Why feels he mifery at all?"" 570 

Another qucftioit anfwers this* 

R a What 
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What title have mankind to blifs ? 

During thy life if, man and boy, 

Thy fhare of both thou may ft enjoy; 

If perfe<a reft the certain mean ^J^ 

Our pleafures and our pains between ; 

I^uird the momentum of our pain ; 

Who fhall of providence complain ? 

Seeft thou incumbering the ground, 
The barren fig- trees flourifti round ; 580 

While virtue ftands the brunt of vice. 
And knaves poflefs fools' paradife ? 
'Tis here indeed our errour lies. 

Our virtue vi^e too highly prize; 

And adequate rewards to find, ^^^ 

Create them fondly to our mind: 

Not fatisfied on Heav'n to truft. 

Or think its difpenfations juft, 

Un^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Ep.VL EPISTLES. 245 

Unlefs his conduct God fubmit 

To our inveftigating wit ; ^90 

Here toiling, as an humble drudge, 

For man, his critick, lord and judge. 

What merit in thy Maker's eye 

That thou vain man art fix foot high ? 

To Heav'n mufl all, with fhame, agree 595 

Unprofitable fervants we ; 

Unworthy of celeftial drefs 

The rags of human righteoufnefs : 

The all that virtue has to boafi: 

Claiming the world's regard, at moft. 600 

As virtue here fo vice depends. 
Ourfelves our guilt alone offends. 
For know, proud man, no adt of thine 
Renders defective God's defign : 
No pow'r to human frailty given 605 

R 3 To 
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To injure unpreventing Heaven, 

Prefumc not at fo high a pricp 

To rate th' iniquity of vice, 

Nor let the vainly-virtuous fool, 

Projefting Heav'n by line and rule, (5jQ 

Sore lafli'd and wafting to the bone, 

The crimes of health and eafe t'^fone. 

Conceive by want of reft and meat 

Th' eternal purpofe to defeat, 

Prefume not at fo vile a rate ^l| 

To hold th' omnipotence of fate* 

Yet who fhall fay that guilt is frce^ 
Or promife vice impunity ? 
Since 'tis fo plain the fting of woe 
To joy inordinate doth grow y 6:?.ot 

Apd none from virtue's paths would ftjrgy 
Jtf pleafure did not lea4 the vj^ay.. 

Can 
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Can virtue alfo hence de^air ? 
Since virtue's providence's care j 
Compenfing pleafure due to pain, 625 

And this nor that beftow'd in vain. 

Let fools, when hard their prefent lot. 
Think diftant Heav'n has earth forgot ; 
In difcontent aloud complain, 
" That all our truft in Heav'n is vain,** 630 
Pretending God the world protcfts. 
And yet Its fevVal parts negled:s. 
Do thou, Lorenzo^ better taught. 
Never indulge fo wild a thought 5 
Conceiving th' individual man 635 

No charge on nature's geaVal plan. 

What tho' impoffible that we 
At once the whole and parts fliould fecj 
To fingle objedls here confin'd 

R 4 Eack 
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Each fix*d attention of the mind j 64.0 

Yet, fhall we blafphemoufly join 

Heav'n's intelleft with yours and mine ? 

Know thou the world's great architeft 

Its fmaileft part fhali not negleft ; - 

As needful in the ftatcly pile, 645 

As golden roofs th' abutments vile ; 

Nor, in their kind, more perfect they^^ 

The parian Hones, than potter's clay* 

How fadly, blund 'ring in the dark. 

Here St. John mifs'd his boafted mark ; 6 §6 

When, Heav'n's omnipotence t'enhance. 

He almoft gave the world to chance z 

Suppofing God too great to mind 

The peccadillos of mankind ; 

Too infignificant our claim . ^S5 

To deity's immediate aiin. 

Or 
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Or rather, from his reafons given, ' 

He thought the talk:too great for Heaven i * - 

Too puzzling for th^ eternaf wit ' ^ J^ 

To hold its ftate and thus fubmit^ '- ^ ^ 660 

Wherefore, like th'idiot at a lofs ^^ -^ 

To count, Heav'n takes us in the grofs. ' 

^ Lorenzo^ probable the fchemc, - ' * - ^ 

However ftrange the doftrine feem, - 

Whatever the next world give, in this - 665 

That virtue hath its fhare of blifs ; 

While all accounts 'tween vice and woe 

Are fettled and difcharg'd below : 

No balance to receive or pay. 

Left, fhuffling, for a future day. 6yo 

Go, make an eftimate of life j 

Compare the fums of joy and ftrife j 

Each in its feparate degree. 

Dura- 
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W' r/v 


Duration and intenfity. 




Perhs^, iq»5 the whok, yOtt'U find 


^5 


That neither's dofs to bwi8li-ki»di 




^(x lofs nor profit }n the trade 




Of life's comm^cial pjeafurcs naade; 




Mean-tinoe how difiicult to guei» 




At real objcds of diftrefs i 


680 


How difficult, ia f*a, fe tm^ 




Where re^ plf^ure hath a place ! 


- 


See, Ihudd'rieg 4t 3§pt«oalper'is froft. 




In clothes of fur, Duke CkWy loft j 




Lamenting, wjth his belly full. 


685 


The tinker's half-clQth'4, ftarvieg tridJ : 


A )ade, that, warmer thtd his gracse, 




Laughs at his pity to tus laee* 




Accuflom'd to the melting mood. 




So, wiihing ev'ry mortal good ; 


^ 




Be 
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Behold Hendrilla drown h^r eyps 

At what the fufFerers defpife. 

How oft, the fcene revm'd, again,' 

Apparent blifsjs afbual pain! 

How oft we hearmuGh^pnyied ft^^ ^^^ 

Qroan beneath bulky grandeur's >yei^t j 

Of thoufands brpj^e their nightly reft 

By that for which we csfll them Weft I 

Nay, as a God on earth adpr'cj. 

See the dread inquifition's lord, 700 

Rais'd, in the pbmp of prieftly pride. 

How envied, by his monarch's fide ! 

^nd yet how miserable a pi^t 

He adls, if not extin<^ his he^r^ : 

How little lefs, at nature's coft, 705 . 

Jf ev Vy focial fbejing loft. 

Mean-wl^Ue the wrelcfe^ for whosi. we figh, 

la 
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In cruel tortures doom'd to die. 

To pain fuperiour, fear or (hame. 

Exulting, fmiles amidil the flame; 710 

Makes his proud judge with malice fwell j 

And triumphs over death and hell. 

Propbrtion'd to the weight of care. 
Gives nature thus the powV to bear ? 
But partial judges we, 'tis plain, 715 

Of others* joy or others' pain. 
^ So vice and virtue could we trace. 
Neither is ftampt upon the face. 
And who to read prefumes the art 
The fecret of another's heart ? 720 

Nay, ev'n that art how little known 
• To open, and perufe our own ! 
Who then, fo much a flave to fenfe. 
Shall here arraign Heav'n's providence : 

Think- 
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Thinking " the good the world may leave 725 
.** Ere virtue's portion they receive ; 
l^ Triumphant that the wicked go, 
l^ Bleft, or unpunifti'd, here below: 
[[ As if our end a flight event, 
« Depending on mere accident.'' y^^ 

Is this not atheifm in the eye 
Of thofe who atheifm moll decry ? 

Who made the world, with equal ikill 
Can furely guide it, if he will. 
Who, then, appearances fhall truft, y^K 

To tuiiik that Hcav'n's on earth unjuft ; 
When vice and virtue may relate 
Solely to man's fublunar ftate ; 
And here, for ought we truly know. 
Be paid their dues of joy and woe. 740 

Yet think not thou I here deny 

That 
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Tlhat virtuous fouls afceiid the fky ; 

Or that the' grovlihg fbns of vice 

Shall be exdoded paradlfe. 

Prepared, tAf friend, the man, in life, 74 j 

By varied means of joy and f&ife. 

Or, by redemption's Mrond'fous gface. 

To view his Makd* face to face. 

In death coih^leafed for the ffafe 

Defign'd him by the will of fete, y^Q 

A place of confbmt reft may find 

TPhe portion of the virtuous mind; 

A place, co«MJ)ifrktivd^y ill. 

For thofe whofe god thei? brutal Will : 

By Heav'n th' imitiortal b^itig plac'd, y$^ 

Confiftent with its pow'rs and taffc. 

Such future fcenes' may fui*e Be given j 

This called a hetl and- thtli heaven i 

And 
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And juftly vice and ntttt^ here. 

Have that to hope and /A/j to fear. ^-^ 

Still do I hear the growl of care ? 
*^ To be we know not what or \ldiefe f' 
fc' it, becaufe we kncJW ttot wiry. 
So fad a thing for once to die ? 
Is it fo hazardous, my friend^, y6^ 

On God our maker to depend t 
That God to whom we being owe. 
Our friend and guardian her^ belpw j 
Who, all along the vale of life. 
In evVy fcene of care and ftrife, 770 

AflFords his providential arm. 
To raife beneath, or fhield from, harm ? 
Is it for bim fo h^rd to fave 
Our confcious being from the grave ? 
Secure, Lorerizo^ in the powV, yys 

that* 
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That wak'd me. at my nat4 hour. 
To me, and mine, in life fo juft. 
On this in death I mean to trufl : 
Safe in the hollow of his hand. 
Content to fall by whom I iland. 
Of whom I kifs the chaft'ning rod. 
And blefs liit father in the God, 



780 
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On moral principles — ^The refpedive influence 
oireafonznd, the pajpons — The immorality 
of ignorance and the indifpe;ifable duty of 
fcefcing knowledge. 
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CT^HE do5irine{ by which virtue and vice are confejfedty 
limited t9 this life^ will doubtlefs excitie the clamour of 
thofe who pride themfehes^ or ground their expeSfatiom offu'^ 
$ure happinefs^ on their own merit. It may atfo he ajk*di 
^« To what purpofe is it that mankind Jhould purfue virtut 
rather than vicej if all our pains andpleafures depend recipro-^ 
tally on each other ^ and our had deeds neither actually offend^ 
nor our good ones have any real merit withj the Deity. ^^ It 
is anfwer^d^ that^ as the merits and demerits of virtue and vice 
are partial and relative^fo alfo muft be conceived their re/pec^ 
tive rewards and punijbments. So that^ whatever dijlm^ion 
may he made between the virtuous <ind vicious in a futuri 
ftate^ it mujl be purely owing to the good pleafure of our crea^ 
toTy and not to the influence of our merit over his final deter-- 
minations^'-^It muji not be conceived, however ^ that this 
doSfrine countenances immorality. On the contrary ^ it proves f 
that (as we are led to vice folely by the motives of pleafure^ 
apparently attending the gratification of our defires) were a 
convi^ion always prefent to the mind^ that fuch pleafure muJi 
tucejfarily be attended with an equal degree ofpain^fuch con^ 
virion might prove an antidote to vice, and preferve us, at 
leajij in innocence ; the motive to a5lion being thereby removed* 
As to aSlual virtue^ indeed^ it is not pretended that any ra^ 

S g, tional 
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ttonal conviSiion whatever is^ ofitfey^ a Sufficient motive t0 
virtue : the vfe of reafon being only to determine what is tfHi 
orfalfe^ juji or unjuji ; and not to excite us to emir ace either • 
This is the bujinefs of the paflions 5 whieh are^ however^ in 
themfelves^ neither good nor evil : thofe difpojkions of mind 
which are generally termed virtuons bting the frequent occa^ 
fton of our falling into vices ^ which oppoftte oues^ iha^ genefaU 
ly difafprovd or detefiedy would have fecur*d us from* Tbu^ 
compaffton^ benevolence and candour are the fertile fources of 
vicc'y while hardnefs- of- hearty filfi^nefs^ and dtflruji are as 
frequently the means of preferving innocence. Nay the fierce j 
harden d and turbulent paffions enter fometimes into the mojt 
virtuous characters \ and a heart unoffeSfed by the prefent 
fujf* rings of humanity is, not unfrequently, neceffary to pre'* 
fn've the rights and liberties of mankind.^ — In fa£f we ars 
much decciv'dy in the motives as well as in the praHice of 
virtue ; it being not only neceffary that we Jhouid mean to d^ 
go:d and take the befi way our reafon may dire^ us to effeSf it^ 
but that we Jhauld previoufty take thofe mcafures which are in 
our power, to acquire the knowledge of the means of doing fuch 
good. Wilful ignorance is declared therefore intentionally vi^ 
cicus J net having, tho' innocent in faSl, the leajl claim to 
merit ; to which erjn virtue itfelfhath but relative pretenfums. 
IndeeJ, as phftcal good in the confequence is the sneafure §f 
moral gocd in the aftioo, the very appearance of m^vxt in the 
agent in a great degree vanijkcs \ cur power of doing good A- 

pending * 
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finding frequently on accident^ and^ not veryftldom on downright 
' knavery. On all which conjideratiom knowledge is laid down 
(IS a fundamental and indifpenfible moral principle \ and, hence ^ 
the employment of our leifure hours in inquiries after truth 
is frefum^d to be not merely entertaining but morally virtuous. 
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'ARK! my Lorenzo^ how they rage. 
The pious of our pious age 5 
Thofe who think Heav'n an eafy fool. 
Of wifer naortals made the tool, 

S 4 Vile 
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Vile counters take for current coin j 5 

Our Al^y ^^gs fof ^oti^s divine : 

We made its joint immortal heirs 

pQr penance, paltry alms and prayers ! 

What racks their difappointed ze^l 

Dooms the poor,' culprit bard to feel ; lo 

A thief, whofe rhimes the rents have ftole, 

Long mark'd on their celeftial roll ! 

60 angry bees take fuddeii win^g. 

Furious the harmlefs boy to fting^ 

Who, lefs in anger than in play, j r 

p*erturpy th^ir labours in hi§ way^ 

Jlave they the poor their farthings lent. 

At more th^n th* ufual cent per c^ptj 

Becaufe the promifcs of Heav'n 

For principal and interef^ given ; ao 

Yet, bth to nvortgagc houfc or land. 

Deal- 
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Dealing ev'n thefe with fparing hand j 

ibsd times and taxes woht to moany 

T'excufe their adding to the loan j 

Spite of hypocrify, confefe'd ^^ 

The worlSi fccurity the befl ? 

Vile us'rers! yet you think it hard. 

Your virtue fhould not meet reward | 

I think fo too — hence, henpe, to hell ;, 

With merit there 'mong devils fwell. 3© 

Do here th' immoral pertly afk. 
What profits rife from virtue's tafk? 
^ wherefore vice we fhould efchew, 
If what the mufe hath fung be true ? 
That « vice and virtue, blifs and woe 35 

** Quit fcores effedlually below j 
" While, unaffeded, Heav'n furveys 
*• Its ends fulfiU'd in human ways,'' 

Say 
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Say they " if pain give pleaJfure birth, 
" To joy proportioned grief, on earth, 40 

" Our fuff'rings all comparative, 
" What matters how th' ungodly live ? 
" What can we gain by felf-denial, 
** Or {landing virtue's fiery trial ?"• 
Virtue's clear gain, my friend, 'tis true, 45 

If any, hid from me and you, 
Lodg'd in the dark decrees of fate. 
Awaits us in fome future ftate ^ 
A gift Heav'n pleafes to beftow. 
Wholly unmerited below. 25P 

So, whatfoever difFrent ftatc 
Should vice in future life await. 
Hid in the counfels of th'All-wife, 
The reprobating fecret lies: 
Predeftination's dreadful .plan 55 

Be. 
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Beyond the fcrutiny of m$n. 

Can yet Lorenzo wcdkly dream 
That ours is an immocal fqheme ; 
Becaufe we hold that joy and Anfc 
Are ballanc'd probably in life ; 60 

Whence equally nor blcft nor curfl: 
The lives of th' unjuft and the juft ? 
Shines not the fun alike, on earth. 
On good and bad of mortal birth ? 
Falls not the plant-enliv'ning rain 65 

Alike on mountain-heath and plain ? 
Tho' noxious there ^ilo bftmbles fliootj 
Here fweeteft flowVs-^nd thoiceft fruit* r 

To reafon's fobej call^ my feiend,' 
Did the blin4 paffions bat atteod; i ^ . fo 
While.ever prefent to* the mind' ^ . . . ^ . . 
A full conviaioa we mi^findi!/ ^ .:./'/ 



<c 



That 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



268 EPISTLES. Ep.VlZ. 

<^ That in the luft of mere defirc 1 
" No certain pleafure mea acquire j 
<• But what in extafy they gain 75 

** They're fare to lofe in future pain." 
By truth enlighteji*d, hence, to fly 
The diftant^vil as the nigh. 
Men were no longer proQie to vice. 
Now ftript of all her qharms t'entice 5 §• 

But, arniing an their own defence^ 
^ould ftand in neutral innocence. 
Through rcafon let a fenfual eye 
Th* enchanting form of vice efpy : 
Equivocal in inake and fag?, S5 

Her left fide 4oth her right diigr^ce, 
cAs form'd ta give, and (hare, delight. 
One blooming cheek doth hearts invite.; 
While roguifl^lovcsf ip ambulk lie, 
;/. ' And 
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And dart their arro^ from her eyc^ 90 

A poli(h*d arm, a taper fide, 

Her thighy that fcarcc her garments hide^ 

Her fnow-wbitc 1^, and foot, fliod ncat^ 

The half ofi>eaut/s form connfplcat. 

But ah, the contrafi: fide appears gl^ 

Worn out with care and gray with years i 

With wrinkled brow ahd fquinting eye. 

Scowling moft haggardly awry j 

While hollow cheek and noftril maim'd^ 

Notched ear, burnt hand, and thigh-bone lam'd^ 

Difplay a wretch, firom head to tail 

Difeas'd with many a defpVate ail ; 

A form, which, wrapt in fqualid drefs, 

Compleats the half of uglinefs. 

Behold the charmer— this is Vice. lOg 

Embrace her.— ris thy ftomach nice ? 

I To# 
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'Too ohtnpajiony fingle e/d. 

Enamoured with the fairer fide. 

The monfler clafps ^ till, turned heir face, . 

We ftarting fly her Idath'd embrace : no 

Through reaibii's medium m\y fhbvrn 

iicr real form, in tints her awn ; 

Which thus difgufting to the fenfe. 

Could ne'er beguile our innocence* 

Should virtue, .then, difown the mufe j 115 
At leaft let imiocence excufe : 
The ftriiSteft moralifts content 
If mortals were but innocent 
In adual virtaie, true, indeed, 
I fee no hopes we (hould fuccced j 12* 

If once by reafon grown fo tame 
That naught our paffions could inflame. 
For fay, defires may not extrude 
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A fenfe of moral redHtude : 
This only points, fo what is right i 1 2 < 

But ne'er to virtue can excite. 
-Reafon, indiff'rent to th'eveht. 
Merely beftows its cold aflent j 
As far as truth's coricerh'd, in part. 
Speaks to the head, but not the heart : ix% 
Reafon beftow'd, an humble friend. 
Not to keep faultlefs, but to mend ; 
With hopes to cheer or fears to bind 
Self-love, a glutton deaf and blind j 
To give our fcene of adion light j 13 r 

To check the f«ifual appetite j 
To (how us what is good and fair j ' 
Arid paffiota^s blunders to repair. 

To virtue fenfe of right and wrong 
Muft of neceffity belong J 146 

* 1 But 
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But from this knowledge who infer 

The confcious party cannot err ? 

Nay, founded on fuch fenfe our claini 

To bear of vice the moral blame : 

The fool, the mad, do what they will, 145 

Standing excus'd of moral ilL 

Say, then, the virtuous muft be wife ^ 

Yet not ill wifdom virtue lies. 

By other motives muft the mind 

To virtuous acftion be inclin'd^ 150^ 

** What other motive ?" doft thou Aik ? . 

Lorenzo^ difficult the tafk 

T'unravel here the human mind y 

Jts moral principles to find^ 

Sayft thou we all true virtue love ; 155 

And virtue that which all approve. 
Suppofing this, yet is't with you 

That 
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*rhat very approbation too ? * 

Is diis, Lorent^o^ what is mcalit 

By virtue fprung {xomferaitnent^^ %66 

By that ambiguous term of art 

The native goodnefs of the begirt f 

Pride not yourfclvcs, ye PharifeeSj 

^Thfit ad:s of kindncfs give you eafe t 

Nor think, y^ pubUmns^ from Heaven '16 J 

An evil inclination given. 

Know that from difPrent paffions vie^ 

And virtue take not fep'rate rife* 

for, tho' deducing moral ill 

But frpm th' indulgence of the ^ill^ ^yd 

No paffion, not the love of pelf. 

Is really vicious, in itfelf: 

The nobleft in the'^human breaft, 

* See Hume^ on the general principles of morals. 

T Motives 
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Motives to adion but confefs'd, 
Howe'er admired, howe'ei: approved , ij^ 

From adual virtue far removed* 
For a good hearty as put to ufe, 
Or vice or virtue may produce : 
A fertile foil, where, taking root. 
Plants good and bad^ bear equal fruit, - 186 
^ Narcijfa boafted once a mind. 
The pureft fure of human kind. 
Till growing paffions taught her bread 
To feel for all that feem'd diftrefs'd. 
To melt in tendernefs of grief, i^i 

And iigh to give, unafk'd, relief. 
Ah, jSnce, by cruel arts betray'd. 
How low is falln the haplefs maid ! 
Too innocent to feel diftruft. 
Or know how difFVent love and luft ! 190 

Now, 
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Now, by her tempter ev'n accused, 

See her abandon'd and abus'dj 

Her open heart, her gcn'rous mind 

To proftitution how refign'd ! 

Of vices glorying in the Ihame 19 - 

Her former felf had blufh'd to name. 

Alas, for pity ! fee, mean- while. 

At loft Narcijfas ruin fmile 

Gremia^ to pity never mov'd, 

As iitjle loving as bcloy'd ; 200 

In fpite of all vile man could fay. 

In pious maidenhood grown gray, 

Bkffing her better ftars, that fhe 

Still triumphs in her chaftity ; 

Tho*, with the planets, on her fide 205 

Ill-naturej uglinefs and pride. 

See Phormio^ ftoically cold, 

T 2 In 
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In youth by cpnftitution old, 
Who never yet, his heart of ftone, . 
Once made another's caufe his own > 210 

But, living for himfelf, or heirs. 
Minds nothing but his own affairs : 
Whofe word not unbelieving Jews, 
For more than Heav'n is worth, refufe : 
His credit facred, eaft and weft 215 

His bills negotiating beft ; 
Safe in whofe hands were many a pound y 
Too good a mm to run a-ground. 
O worthy, honeft man ! we cry ; 
While bankrupt knaves in dungeons lie : 220 
So vile the rogue, who, fcorning pelf, 
Lov*d others hettqr than himfelf! 
Thus oft th'inflexible, the juft. 
The man that never broke his trufl*. 

In- 
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Indebted to inhuman art, 225 

Or killing coldnefs in his heart ; 
While bafe and mean the quick-of-fenfe. 
From glowings of benevolence. 

Lorenzo^ feelingly I fpeak 
Of failings where myfelf am weakj 230 

To whom adverfity fevere 
Hath fold experience much too dear : 
Hard hearted prudence far from me. 
And narrow-fourd economy^ • 
To knave and fool too oft a prey, 235 

No match for cither in his way. 
Till cheated, plundered, fiU'd with fhame. 
Lit on my lucklefs head the blame. 
How fhort, Lorenzo^ plainly, hence. 
Of virtue is benevolence ! 240 

Tq mere good nature ^ while you live, 

T 3 No 
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No more that pompous title give: 
The milk of kindnefs in a trice 
Yielding the lufcious cream of vice.^ 

The dryeft eye, the hardefl heart, , 245 
May a6t as virtuous a part : 
When turned, as adders deaf, the ear 
From all that others feel or fear; 
Thence, vidom Jloth, z whining cheat, 
Is forc'd to work before it eat j 2^0 

Misfortune^ ^I'^gg^'^-g h^ its thrall, 
Rifes more glorious from its fall. 

Should to the prodigal the friend. 
On whom his fpendthrift hopes depend. 
When afk'd affiftance or advice, 255 

Reply, with looks as cold as ice, 

* The Tw///' of human kindnefs hath been not unfrequent- 
]y us'd) as a fiprid term, for benevolence. See Fielding and 
others. 

With 
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With all the infolence of eafc, 

" Nay, friend, for me do whit you pleafe." 

May this not teach the hand profufe 

Virtuous difcretion's foy'reign ufe ; 260 

And thus a coldnefs of the heart 

A good to too much warmth impart ? 

How mudi lefs vicious oft the mind. 
That ne'er, beneficent or kind, 
For others broke one moment's reft, 265 

Nor cheer'd with comfort the diftrefs'd. 
Than he, whofe open hand and heart 
Efpoufe the poor and needy's part, 
Plunging in unforefeen diftrefs 
Hundreds, in ftriving one to blefs. 27** 

Shortfighted, oft benevolence 
Proves a fad breach of innocence : 
Td virtue requifite that firft 

T 4 "^^^ 
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[The virtuous mind be ftriftly juft. 

P^iKons, the fprings of joy and ftrife, 97 S 
'Are but the eknients of life i 
An^i as the ftre^mas from mountains flow, 
Smooth windiijg fome through v^s below^ 
While others, raging as they coiaie, 
Tear up their mother-mountain's . womb j 2 8q 
Or, pouring down the hills amain, 
pelugc, at once, the humble plain j^ 
ISo fome ofthefe are gently mild. 
While others^ furious, bold and wild. 
Foaming o'?r reafon's rock-built mounds, 285 
Difdain the check of moral bounds, 
3ut fep in paftures ftreams of ufe 
When art corre^s the food's abufc, 
When^ their due channefe taught to keep. 
In ihallow bfopk or river deep, 290 

Smiling 
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Smiling through dappled meads they go; 

And paint the flaw'rs they caufe to grow. 

Corrected thus^ by reaibn's art^ 

The burife,, or mekings, of the heart. 

In virtu^^ channels ice them glide; 295 * 

Her flow'rs the blooming margin's pride. 

Is the fmall ipring thy fav'rite theme. 

That trickles fordi a fhallow ftream. 

In murmurs foft, a purling rill ? 

What wilt thou do to drive the mill ? 300 

How wilt thou make to ride at large 

Thy timber, or thy loaded barge ? 

As much as purlmg rills admir'd 

The ncurigable fireara required ^ 

The ftrcam, whofe turbulence abides 30^ 

The roaring of Ae iwel^ng tides, 

Alik^ whofe raging boibm iwells. 

And 
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And back the threafning tide repels. 
The hero, thus, the hardy brave"" 
How needful half the world to fave ; 310 

Like Pru/^a's king, through fcas of blood 
Wading, for threatened Europe's good! 
Viriuoufly ufeful to mankind 



« It (hould fecm that Mr. Pope fupposy heroifm incom- 
patible with virtue^ {torn the following lines, in his e£ay 
en man. 

Heroes are much the fame, the point's agreed. 
From Macedonians madman to the Swede \ 
The whole ftrange purpofe of their lives, to find. 
Or make, an ^nemy of all mankind. 

I will grant that many heroick actions have been atchiev'd, 
which have given juft room for thofe, who have no tinc- 
ture of heroifm in themfelves, to fuppofe the hero to be 
without cither head or heart. But, however reprehenfi- 
ble the conduct of heroes may have been in general, hif- 
tory may inform us that many of the diftinguifhing bleflings 
mankind enjoy, havq been cfFefted by thofe, whom narrow- 
minded moralifis have ftigmatiz'd as rogues and madmeiu 

The 
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The ftrongeft as the weakeft mind. 
Thus, one no better than the other, ' , 315 
The warmed heart's the cold one's brother : 
And neither this nor that, in fiidt, 
Arc virtuous till as fuch they adt. 
Yet here, appearances believ'd. 
In virtuous anions oft deceiv'd, 320 

How plain in th' hypocritick face 
We read the charaa:ers of grace; 
And falfely to youth's giddy tribe 
Defigning villainy afcribe j 
While time, and circumftance, and place, 325 
Our byafs'd judgments here difgrace. 
Is there a man, whofe tender heart 
Jakes in another's pains a part. 
Who clothes the naked, feeds the poor. 
And bribe? the orphan to his door j 

So 
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So kind he cannot bear to fee 

Another lefs at eafe than he ? 

Godlike benevolence I you eryj 

And praife his virtue to the fky. 

JBut were this virtuous mortal poor, 33 r 

Oblig'd to beg from door tt door j 

Could he not eat the bread at reft, 

Torn by the lav^- from the diftrefs'd ; 

Should his weak mind compundtion feeJ, 

In honeft ways of trade, tofieali • 340 

Could not the foftneft of his heart 

Torture the horfe, that draws the cart ; 

Mangle the Iamb before if die, • 

Or draw its heart's blood through its eye : 

Who would not cry, " too pfoud to ferve \ 345 

** Work, idle wretch, or work or ftarve:" 

To Bridiwdh laffi the knave coirfigifd. 

For 
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For ^vicious tcnderncfs of mind. 

Is there who, woth with vice, be^ns 
To hide his multitude of fins, 350 

Leave of the wicked wprld doth take 
And hermit turns for virtue'g fake ; 
Or^ anxious for the fouls of men. 
Flies to the pulpit or the pen ? . * 
Behold another PmU we cry, 3S| 

A new apoftle from on high I 

Are there whom cares nor want exclude,' 

At little coft, from doing good j 

In pious pradtices that fpend 

Their fortune and their latter end j . 360 

The fick who phyfick in diftrefs 5 

And make the traveler's burthen lefs ? 

To thefe what' virtue will refufe 

The praifcful, clcgiack mufe ! ' 

■ B«t, 
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But, fay, doth tendernefs of heart ,. b^ 

Teach the diviners or doSior^s art ? : 

Too oft unletter'd preachers^ raVe, 

And damn the fouls they meant to feve: 

Too oft, alas, the pious pill 

Of charity, likq Wari^, dotb kill : 370 

While lightened moxQtht pedlar's pack 

To clothe our own than fave his back. 

" Whence then is virtue," doft thou x:ryi 
In truth and nature, I reply : ; 

Reafon and pafllon both combin'd . 37S 

To form true virtue in the mind. 
Nor refts it there in mere defign ; 
To go where thefc may chance t' incline. 
Tis not fufficient to fet out, . . 

Tho' meaning well, thy way in doubt j .380 
Needful experience here to ufe. 

That 
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. That paffion reafpn mayn*t abufc; 
Cautious in virtue*s route to go 
No farther than, fuch route we know : 
Left, when, through ign Vance loft our way, 3 85 
Paffion to vice ihould wildly ftray. 
'Tis not enough to mean aright, 
Unlefs that meant effcdl's in fight : ' f:::i ^r 
Too apt to wander from the mark, 
When blund'ring forward in the xlark. 390 
A poor excufe to have it faid 
The heart had put it in the head, 
Wfeen mifchief done, inftead of good. 
For want of being underftood ! 
To virtue pitiful our claim 30 r 

When, at a venture taking aim. 
More by good luck than fenfe or wit. 
The mark of moral good we hit ! 

What 
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What virtue's in the madman'6 dream^ 
Or foors impradtioible fchcme ? 40a 

Whofe, fhould they ev*n fucceed, at bcft. 
Chance-medley morals are confefs'd. 

Knowledge, my friend, goes, hence ^tis plain^ 
Foremoft in virtue's fplendid train ; 
While reafon aiid the paflions, join'd^ 405 

Walk clofely, hand in hand, behind* 

Is't faid? " one mer€ good-natur'd deed 
*^ All vrorth in fcicnce doth cxc&dJ' * 
On this weak maxim doft obje6t 
We virtuous merit here negle<a ; 4if 

Thus honeft ignVance to contemn j 
And inability condemn ? 
Sayft thou " bere no fore-knowledge givent 

^ One moral, or a mere wellnatur'd deed. 
Can all defert in fcienccs exceed. 

Dui^ ofBucklngJjam. 

l\ Events 
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Events are in the hands of Heaven > 
" And, therefore, virtuous thofe confefs'd 415 
** From what they know who adt the beft." 
Lorenzo, no — unlefs 'tis (hown 
That fuch no better might have known. 
Tis true, as individuals here 
Are plac'(i in, each his, proper fphere, 420 
Their knowledge more or lefs complcat 
As genius and inffarudtion meet^ 
Man by no fcraph's rapture fir'd. 
Virtue's, as knowledge giv'n, required. 
But think not thou that bounteous Heav'n 425 
Hath barren underftanding given ; 
Hath talents lent which, unapplied, 
'Tis virtuous in the earth to hide. 
No— with the powV of genius bleft. 
Improvement's claim'dj as intereft. 43 • 

17 P 
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What merits here the clod of earth 465 - 

That nature fmird upon its birth ; 

And gave it reafon's foft'ring aid 

To teach it virtue as its trade ? 

Sayft thou " when head and heart we praife, 

«« Doth this not virtue's merit raife ? 470 

*« The man of vicious adts afham'd— " 

May yet for fpiritual pride be blam'd. 

«'« The elegantly juft"*— too nice 

Perhaps for vulgar fcenes of vice. 

<* The lovely-minded, kind and meek"— 475 

Mean, pitiful, perhaps, and weak. 

*< The patriot, in his country's caufe"— 

A gudgeon, greedy of applaufe. 

'* The pious, that their God revere,'*— 
Only, perhaps, of Hell in fear ; 480 

Or, not by fears fufficierit driven, 

Pufli'd 
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Pufh'd forward by the hopes of Heaven. 

So little do we truly know 

The caufe to which we virtue owe; 

To what bad principle or good 4?^* 

Ev*n we ourfelves have vice withftood : 

Nor can the beft of mortals fay 

From what has yet direded may ; 

Or in a ftate he never knew 

Tell what his head and heart might do. 4901 

Who then their moral worth fhall prize ? 

Shall ev'n the beft the worft defpife? 

Thin the partitions that divide 

Ev'n vice itfelf from virtue's pride ; 

The virtuous boafter weak and proud i 49 jj 

Like the tall ideot in the crowd. 

Who, ftalking with e?calted tread. 

Above his fellows rears his head : 

. U3 While 
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While from iiis more diftinguiih'd hei^t 
The harm upon bis pate doth light* 500 

The pride of virtue hence depreis'd» 
O learn to pity not detcft : 
Ev'n looking with a brother*s eye 
On wretches doom'd by law to die : 
To Heav'n that hath the difF Vence made 505 
Tween thee and them, the honour paid I 
'^he objedt more of pity, fure. 
The vicious mind no leech c^si cure. 
Than fuch whofe mere corporeal part 
Difeas'd admits the do&or's art ! 51a 

Nay, if by virtue underftood 
The adl producing moral good, 
And moral good and evil known 
By fenfe of phyiacal alone. 
The term of merit thrown afide, 5 f 5 

A- 
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Abafh'd at once is virtue's pride i 
Since fuch moft virtuous \re muft cidH 
Who moft promote the gotod of all< 
Here virtue fecj in fortune's potver. 
Dependent ev'ry day and ht)ur ! ^ 52^ 

So litde refts on good infeiiti 
So much alasj on ac^lent ! ' . 

See to the publick good conduce 
Of wealth and Rate the fimplettfe:*' • 

Such pow'r ctf doing gtWd a lot > - S^§ 

By birthjcapriceior'fevbuirgotr : ■ 

A poft of virtue oft the gain ■ • 

Of knavfery, hoheft hearts ^HiisB^' s 
Propohiohal to ev'ry ftite; ^ '. 

. For Whence the poor are cloath'd,* the hungry fed/ 

Health to himftif and to his infaAts-biea* .. • ■. 

The lab'xer bears.—- >. ^^'' 

u 4 ^*y^ 
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Say ft thou its virtue we muft rate ; 53^ 

Thofe much to blame, tho' doing gpod, 

Who fail to do die moft they could? 

Moft needful, then, how far to know 

Our pow Vs of doing good may go : 

In ev'ry ftation, place and time, 535 

Negle^ful ignorance a crime. 

For fay, if e'er preferred to place. 

Should fortune take us into grace j ; 

Tho' kings fhould a<5b the donor's part, . 

They neither give a head or heart. 540 

'Tis true a ribbon, ftar and garter 

May make a flutt'ring fop look fmarter s 

Sir John founds big and mighty pretty 

Among the plain Johns of the city ; 

But George himfelf, of many a knight, 545 

Ne'er dubb'd one fordid cit polite. 

Clever 
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Clever indeed could royal grace 

Fit ev*ry placeman for his-^acc ! 

If being voted for vvith fpirit 

Supplied our want of real merit, ^^o 

Conferred tafte, judgment, obfervation. 

Adapted to th'appointed flation ! . . ^ 

Title and powV give confeqmnce^ 

But ah! ne'er gave one jot of ^«/?. 

Knowledge, LorenzQ^ hence confefi'd f^^'^ 
Of moral principles the beft. 
Well fpent we hope our vacant days 
In ftudious fearch of wifdom's ways : 
On reafon while our fteps attend, 
Reafon fair virtue's firmeft friend ! 560 

Hail fober guide ! O teach my youth 
To woo thy lovelier lifter trtah ; 
For whofe embrace my vows I pay, 

III 
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In ardent iighs^ throughout the day; 

Nor, when the longftft day is o'cri 5^5 

Ceafe, by the midnight lamp, to pore 

O'er the dull tale, or tedious pagd 

Of laint or^ more laborious, fage : 

Happy if faint or fage could tell; 

Where I with her might ever dwell : ^^d 

With her for Whom, and whom alone, 

My genhis for the veffe be knowh : 

For truth content to lofe the hays i * 

The/flrf'i for her It/tier's praifc^ 
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ARGUMENT. 

On the immortality of the foul $ and the argu- 
ments for, and agabft, a future ftate. 
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S U M M A R r. 

CJ^HE immortaUty ofihefouU or ioStrim of a future JiaU% 
is proposed as the fubjeSf ofinqmrj* J do£frine^ wbicb^ 
however true or falfe in itfelf^ is both weakly attacked and 
lamely fupported by the philofopbical arguments generally made 
ufe ofj fory or againjl^ it. Comparifons drawn from the 
vegetable creation^ however Jlrifiingj are partial and prove 
nothing. Moral arguments prove as little^ unlefs we could 
firji be made certain that vice and virtue are not duly puniJVd 
and rewarded in this life j «r, unlefs we could entertain ade^ 
quate ideas of divine jufiice. With thefe^ the metaphyfical re-- 
finementSy concerning the yi^Wi immateriality, are Jhown U 
he equally inconcluftve. Our natural defire of cxiftence is 
expQs^d^ alfoy as a weak argument for thejuftice of our claim 
to immortality. On the other handj that intimate comiedion 
between body and mindy and their apparent dependance on each 
other J arejhown to afford rather a fpecious plea in favour of 
the immortality of the foulj than^ as frequently made to do^ 
any argument againjl i t ' Settings however j moral and me" 
taphyfical /peculations afide^ man is confider'd merely in the 
light of an animal. In which J^ate of humiliation^ his pre- 
tenftons to a future Jlate arcy notwith/iandingy evidently ju^i-' 
fed on the plain and reafonable fuppojitim thaty the Cretttor 
hath given to all animals fuch pew^rs and faculties as were 
necejfary to the Jlate ^ being appointed tbem.'^^Now the evi* 
dent purfuits of other animals tendfoUly to thi gratification of 

ihern^ 
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Or if it prove our future fate ^ 

To know an intelle6tual ftate, 
In death to perifh, or to rife, 
Immortal, to our native ikies/ 

AUur'd by wit to neither fide. 
Be reafon our impartial guide ; lo 

Let us, Lorenzo^ fairly weigh 
What argument hath here to fay. 

Haft thou poor Dromio's fophifms got,] 
Who bids us vegetate and rot> 
Man but a rank and ufelefs weed ? 15 

Prove them alike and 'tis agreed. 
But the analogy of parts 
Is all that's prOv'd by fkeptick arts. 

^ By our being immortal is only meant, that the foul 
doth not perUh with the body ; we being ftrangers to any 
philofophical proof of its abftrafb, or eflentiyal, immrtalitj. 

. 2 Say 
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Say that, ** of vegetable race, 

** We fpread the root from place to place j 20 

" The lovely flowV of beauty blows, 

*' Twin fifter to the province rofc, 

" Allures at morn the gazing eye, 

" That ere the ev'ning fees it die/' 

Say, " years difrobe the mantled brow, , &^ 

" As winter llrips th' autumnal bough 1 

" The rough, rude blaft to both unkind, 

" Both perifli by an eaftern wind : 
" Or, by the axe, untimely blow ! 
** Are laid their fpreading honours low*" 3^ 
Admit, Lorenzo ^ this be true : 
Go on— --the parallel purfue. 
Say, " the tall elms, yon (lately row, 
" Sweet tranfports of fenfation know. 
** When zephyrs kifs the lilly's breaft 35 

X " The 
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'* The lilly's rapture be conftfs'd." 
Say " the broad oak, when thunders roar, . 
" Fears tiU the thunder-ftorm be o'er ; 
" Confcious of doubt and dread by turns, 
" Stands trembling as tlie foreft burns ; 40 
** Alive, awake, to nature's laws, 
'* From nature's fcenes experience draws ; 
«* Throbbing its trunk with hopes and fears, 
** Grown old in wifdom as in years 1 
' Is this abfurd ? abfurd indeed ! 45 

Lorenzo how unlike a weed f 

To moral arguments doft rtin P 
Here fliall we end as we begun. 
Say ft thou *' the virtuous, when they die, 
^* In their own right afeend thefky; go 

** The wicked, here unpunifh'd, go 
" To torment in the world below i 

« Heay'n*« 
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*^ Heav'n's juftice eMc wc fhould arraign, • 

*' And prove the virtuous good in vain.'* 

You take, my friend, fc^ granted here, c^ 

What none by reafon make appear ; 

That vice at Gpd aloMghty's, hands 

Eternal punifhment den^ands ^ 

While endlefs blifs, beyond the fkies^ 

Juftice beftow^s, as virtue's prize. 1^9 

Juftice ! Lorenzo, what, my friend, 

'Byjujlke doft thou here intend ? . 

Her fword fhe holds 5 hut, fay, what ails 

The equilibrium pf her fcales ? 

How low the one, tho' empty, lies> ^ 

To kick the beam while t'other flies j ^ 

Alas, I fee by what compell'd 5 ... 

la difFrent mediums are they held ; 
One in material fluids buoy'd^ 

X 2 ThQ 
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The other in a perfed >void : - 7*^ 

Weigh'd in eternity and time. 
The punifliment againft the crime ! 
Dare the felf-righteous tribe to fay, 
That Heav'n's no more than virtue's pay. 
While vice demerits endlcfs woe ? JS 

Needs God a friend ? fears God a foe ? 
Hblding vindiaive rage in ftore, 
For his own fake, on man to pour ? 

O, no— unhurt th' Almighty caUfe, 

Or kept or broken human laws. 8d 

Ceafe, then, prefumption, to contend 

That mortals Heav'n itfelf offend. 

Or, at an infinite expence, 

Muft anfwer ^finite offence : 

To pay the fine immortal made j 85 

Which elfe unable to have paid. 

The 
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The dying wretch tho' tyrants cure 

But tortures longer to endure 5 

With nature cruelty at ftrife 

When criminals are quit with life ; 90 

Can God, whofe tender mercies flow 

0*er all his varied works below, 

Whofe loving kindnefs all confefs, 

Whofe name the diftant nations blefs j 

Say, can this God, of boundlefs love, 95 

Vengeful as earthly tyrants prove ? 

O (hame, hortnzo^ (hame to all 

Such cruelty that jufticc call ! 

Such argument, befide, is vain, 
Unlefs the premifes were plain; 100 

Unlefs we firft could make it clear, 
That vice can ne'er be punifh'd, hercj 
That virtue muft be ever bleft, 

X3 For 
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For foirwing but its intereft ^ 

Or that we truly could define 105 

That juftice mortals call divine. 

By metaphyjicks doft thou drive 
To keep the man in death alive ? 
Wouldft thou, fet moral pleas afide, 
The body from thq foul divide ? 1 10 

V Material that and born to die. 

While this a native of the iky j 

Objedts that none can hear and fee 

Hence claiming immortality ! 

But, fay, is thy corppreal claim 115 

Laid to the matter or tht frame? 

h it ih^fubjlance of the heart 

Or make that is the mortal part ? 

Doth change of form bring death alone ? 

Form we muft immaterial own. lio 

If 
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If to the ejfence of the clay. 

Again, mortality wq lay. 

Doomed the loath'd carcafs to the worm, 

Tht fubjiance changes but its form : 

Through modes of being giv'n to range, 125 

Immortal in perpetual change. 

Matter by all the Ikeptick crowd 

EiTentially the fame allow'd ; 

In death, in life, our fhame, our pride. 

In various forms but modified. 130 

Say, then, the matter or xhzjramey 

Or both^ in body have a claim j 

Nor niortal, hot immortal, wc 

From our materiality^ 

^ This argument might be carried much farther, and the 
mere potential exiftence of matter prov'd, to a demonftra-- 
tion ; but this would be perhaps, too abftrufe tQ ^nter into 
poetical compofition. 
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Vlll 


Lorenzo, doth thy bofom beat 


J3S 


To claim in heaven th'immortal feat ? 




So fond of thy exiftence here. 




Dofl thou annihilation fear I 




Tp fall 4S undiflinguifli'd clay 


' 



' ^To dumb forgeifulnefs a prey ? 140 

The joys of pvadife in view, 
Sayft thou *^ thy claim muft needs be true, 
" Elfe, wherefore dpth thy fond dcfire 
^^ To immortality afpire/' *" 
Whatever in iqpe be Heav Vs intent, 14 jf 

This is, my friend, no argument, 
J, too, perhaps, fo pleas'd to live, 

« Sec the famous {ollloquy in JdJi/on^s Cato ; which 
inay pafs for logick on thejhgej and is perhaps good- enough 
ikeairical reafoning; but will hardly fatisfy a philofopher, 
in his clofet : unleTs, indeed, fuch a one as prefers the de- 
clamation of a Plato to the demonftrations of a Newton. 

My 
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My very means of life might give, 

All I am worth, from death to fave, 

if hope were buried in the grave. 150 

But let Lorenzo never truft 
To wifli or hope, however juft : 
Nor let a pafEonate defirq 
To reafon's fober tafk afpire. 
Wouldft thou falfe principles defend, 15^ 

Becaufe they ferve a pleafing end ? 
Who loves the truth will fure defpife 
Her caufe to reft on fpecious lies. 
What merit doth it add to worth 
That knaves its virtues babble forth ? 160 

What added weight or confequence, 
Jn fufFrage, gives the fool to fcnfc? 

Again, is't faid '^ fo clofely join d 
>• In life the body and the mind^ 
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Reciprocally form'd to bear 165 

Each other's weight of pain and care. 
Sharing alike the mutual joy,^ 
Which either wholly may dcftroy ; 
^^ Since thus together both concur, 
** We know not either to prefer, 170 

" If both be purpofely comfain'd, 
«* In ufe ofiodjf or of miftd" 
Are there who weakly, hence, fuppofe 
" The foul no fepVate being knows ; 
*V But, as the body doth decty, 175 

" So wears the mortal mind away/' 
Yet wherefore might not at bur birth, 
Lodg'd in this tenement of earth, i 
Locked up for lifeitfa'immortai mind. 
Its temporary prifon find, 180 

Till paid our yitaL debt ihould Jbe, 

And 
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And death fliould fet the captive free ? 

Mean-while, in hope, in fear, in dottbt. 

Concerning friends and foes witbour. 

Prone through its prifon grates to pry, < 185 

It fees Time's fcatter 'd ruins lie, 

In darknefs and confufion hurl'd, 

The embryo of another world. 

Why may not thus, on earth, be join'd 

The body and the tenant mind ? 190 

Th'inhabitant, with coft and care. 

Keeping his manfion in repair, 

U^'d to the dungpofi whiere he lie^. 

And prone his prefent home to prize. 

Unknowing whither doora'd to raam, 19^ 

If once bereft of houfe and home. 

What wonder, then, for hdp hb calis; \ 

When danger ^eata 1^& t^Ving w^lfr^? 

Nor 
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Nor ftrangc, if, hecdlefs of their fate. 
They tumble on his warelefs pate : 200 

Each other's mutual ftrength and ward 
The manlion and the manfion's lord. 
What tho' we hold the foul to be 
Attached to fenfibility, 

G)ncludes Lorenzo raihly hence 205 

The fouFs as mortal as the fenfe ? " 
Alleging that ** in life we find 
" Perception to the organs join'd, 
" Poor mortals of fenfation void 
^^ As thefe are damaged or deftroy'd } 210 

** Therefore the foul on fenfe depends, 
^^ And with the failing organ ends/' 
Lorenzo^ through a darkened glafs 
Seeft thou but faindy objeds pafs ? 
More darkened yet, doft thou confefs 215 

Thy 
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Thy certainty of vifion lefs ? 

With its tranfparency thy fight 

Decrcafing, till obftru(9:ed quite. 

Suppofe it broke or let it fall, 

Dof): think thoU couldft not fee at all ? 220 

Ridiculous ! when ob^ed:s lie 

All open to the naked eye. 

Thus, may the foul, to body join'd. 
Be deaf, irrational or blind : 
But take th'obffru<aing dr^ns hence, 225 

At liberty its native fenfe, 
By fits no more it hears and fees, 
A;b now by piece-meal and degrees. 
In partial modes, adapted here 
To organs of the eyeand earj 23a 

But, intelled, all ear, all eye. 
It reads the W^oinlers of the fky^ 

At 
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At once what nature can difclofe 

Of fclentifick fecrets knows : 

Now fenfe and fciewe both combined 235 

In each perception of the muKL 

But here, Lorenzf^ for a while 
Lay by the metaphyikk foil. 
With this, behind our darkened glafs^ 
Too apt to make a blundering pafsr 240 

By much more anxiaii3,.on the wIjoIc, 
To guard the Mjt than ih& fmL 
Too nice th' anatomising ^> 
To take them deXtro^iiljr tpirt^ 
Let us on bpth inquiry plan, 245 

And fcrutinize their c6mpound> foan : 
Contented from hi^ prelent flate 
To reafon of his futtice fat^. 

Doth Dromig fiy, to hold ^fott^ 

[^^ Man, 
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^* Man, if no plant, is yet a brute; 250 

** A helplefs aninaal in birth> 

** His body form'd of kindred earthy 

** An animal in his decay, 

*^ His ftrength and vigour paft awayj 

*^ Equal the beaft% fagacious powVs 25c 

" Or ev'n fuperior oft to ours.*" 

The politick, induftrious bee 

Doft own in wifdom rivals thee ? 

Oeconomy Ifecures JProm want ^ 

The careful and laborious ant;' ^ VSo' 

While matn, with alt hiS boarted fenfe. 

Riots at health's aftd 'fife's expe'nee; 

Luxurious, cafts his cares afide, ' ' ' ' ' 

Or ftarves through ffidolfencie or pride j ■ ' 

Here no preheininence his claim, 26? 

Infe<as ! in life and death tiife lame [ 

Is 

/ 
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Is there no medium in difpute ? 
Muft man be either God or brute ? 
Muft we with burning ferapbs join, 
Or litter with the grov'ling fwine ? 270 

C6ntent tp bear the flight difgrace 
Of mingling with the brutal race ^ 
Agreed — for once, np longer proud. 
Be men mere animals allowed. 
Say thaty more helplefs at his birth 27^ 

Than ev'n the vileft brute on earth, 
Alan, if denied the nurfe's care. 
Might haw run wild, a hunnan bear ; 
Have beat the plains in fearch of food^ 
Or fought his ihelter in the wood ; ; 280 

Devoid of language and c^art^ 
Apparent brute in head and heart. ^ ^ 

Yet ftill, Lorenzo^ ^ we find 

Some 
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Some little difference^ in kind } 

Man^ as an animal^ is knoWn^ tSj 

By marks peculiarly his own. 

Tho' both, (harp*fig}itedi grave and fet^ 
M^inda and her tabby cat^ 
But a fpecifick diiFrence feen 
*Twixt Pug znd:FiidJk^ in the fpleeti, kg6 
The wild, the tame, the great, the fmall. 
Included in one genus all ; 
,We muft not hence, my friend, infer 
Meltnda's only born to purr ; 
Nor that, becaufe alike in fhape^ ^95 

Waddle by nature's but an apu 
What, if a monkey, taught in France^ 
A modifti minuet could dance 5 
Or, mifchievous, fliould play his tricks^ 
Vcrs'd in Parifian politicks, 366 

Y iBreaking 
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Breaking thy china's brittle day^ 

Tho' Aire to fuflFqr for his play^ ^ 

Wouldft thou acknowledge,, hence, Vo me. 

The pert ha*K>on, un icmme deff>rstt 

Or own, on this fag^ioos plarty Jo j 

A monkey's nat'raUy a man ? 

Let ra0i polemicks idly prafe 
Of nature and a imt^ral ^tt^ 
The arts of focial lift def|»ic. 
And think that brutes are cmly wife j 310 

Pretending better bad k been 
If kings and priefts we ne'er had feen ^ 
If lawlcfs, ignorant and wild, 
Man had been left, while yet a chiW, 
With brutes to iharc a common faie 1 3 1 5 

More bkft than in his prefent ftate ; 
Co thou, and a£t a focial part 

Mao^t 
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Man's nat'ral Aate's a ftate of art*. 

^Twas nature^ when the world was yoiing, 

« The word naturals as Mr\ Hume juftly obfcrves, li 

tommonly taken in fo mariy ferifcs, tKat Its fignificatiori 

remains very loofe and indeterminate. The ingenious 

RouJJeau dGenevoy after hiving declaimed heartily ag^nft 

ia bonne cbere^ or, in plain EnglrflX) difplaycd the tefrible 

tonfequences of bating beef and pudding, cries otit, Voila 

}es funefles garands que la plupai^ de nos maux* font notre 

propre ouvrage, et que nous les aurioins preii^ue tous evit^s^ 

en confervant la maniere de vivfe fimple, uniforme, ct foli- 

taire qui nou^ etoit prejirite par la nature. Si elle nous %, 

deftines a qtre fains, j'ofe prefqoe aflurer, que rttat de r/< 

iflexkn eft tin etat centre naitere^ et que Phomme qui medlte 

eft un animal depravi. What life is here toade of th^ 

word nature ! but I woiild alk, if mankind evet were in 

this ftate of folitifde, how came h about they are united inf 

a focialone F-i-were they led to it by inclination or nepeffityf 

If by inclination, nature evidently prefcribed it ; if by the 

heceffities pecuKar to their fpecies, a ftate of fociety was* 

oot only prefcribed but enforced by nature. Indeed, who- 

^er before doubted of man's being, by n'atui'e, a foci'af 

amrmfal ! 

Y :j And 
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Unloosed our firft, great grandfire's tongue ; 320 

Taught his wild fons the force of fpcech. 

And gave the human pow'r to teacb ; 

To focial converfe tun*d the ear. 

Gave mutual love and mutual fear, 

ln(pir'd the hero, warm*d the friend, 325 

And bade the ftrong the weak defend. 

^Twas nature gave religion's rule, 

Apd bade the wife condudt the fool ; 

In juftice gave the law^ to favc 

The weak and honeft from the knave. 3 30 

'Twas nature rais'd our thoughts on high. 

In contemplation, to the iky 5 

Taught us to beat the wilds of fpace. 

And worlds on worlds in ether trace ; 

Planets and funs unknown explore^* 335 

And hence their maker, God, adore. 

r 

' ' • All 
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All this you artificial call, 

I heed not empty terms at alK 

Call it by whatfoever nair^, / 

'Tis hutfiM natures fpecial claim, 340 

Say, from mere phrafes to depart. 

How differs nature here from art ? 

Within the folitary wood 
Rears the old brock her helpleft brood ; - 
For fafety, feouring to her den, 34.5 

At fight, or found of dogs and mi?n ? 

'Tis nature warns her not t'expofe 
Herfelf, or offspring, to her foes j 
But fends her to the fafe retreat. 
Where both enjoy their reft and meat, 350 
Why rears not man in foreft wild. 
Or acorn grove, bis favVite child ? 
But, lodged in towns, and nurs'd with care; 

y 3 Proteds 
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Protecfls and feeds hia fondled hein 
Expcrter, fure, were human race 355 

If trained in forefts for the cha^ ; ^ 

The chafe that might our food provide j 
And what need animals befide ? 
LorenzOy here wc plainly find 
The charadcrs that mark our kind. 360 

Twas nature knowledge did impart. 
Which time ha3 ripen'd into art : 
But call it art, or what you wili^ 
'Tis nature^ human nature ftili^ 
As natural foy us, my friend, 365 

To bid the cloud-capt tow'rs afcend \ 
To bid the floating jcaftles ride 
On moving mountains of the tide ^ 
As for the bird and beaft their food 
To ftek in thicket, plain or wood, 370 

To 
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To build the ncft, or dig the den, 

Fardiflant from the haunts of aien« 

Science^ dliprove it thofe who can. 

Is, therefore, natural to man : 

To other animals denied 375 

This bcft and worft cxcufe for pride. 

There are, 'tis true, who gravely hold 
** Grimalkin's no efleatial fcold, 
** That men and monkies differ wide, 
" As Gods to ftocks and ftones allied :" 380 
Striving to prove, by various means, 
" That brutes are nothing but machineu'' ^ 
But, can we e'er with thefe fuppofc 

^ There are, indeed, alfo, fome pretended philofophcn, 
whofe heads, fo full oi impenetrable matter^ have beqn em- 
ploy'd to prove man a nutciine U>0 ; but with thefc Wf 
will not di(pute. 

7 4 Spring? 
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Springs lodg'd withiri the terrier^ hoie, 
Direft his nimble feet to go 385 

Where the old fox lies carth'd below ? 
Or that by mere mechanicks tray * 

Piirfues his matter's doubtful way ? * 
For me, I frankly muft impute ^ ' 
True fyllogifm toe^en the brute : < ' 390 

A powV of reafon, fpite of pf ide. 
No more to theto than* man Aenicd, ' 
So much admitting, doft thou fay ? 
*' I fairly throw my caufe away, ' 
" Unlefs to brutes Heav'n'alfo give 395 

«* In immortality to live." 
LorenzOy no.— Tho' lefs refin'd. 
My pleas are of another kind. ^ 

Low as the dufl: tho' here we lie. 
Yet de^th may raife us to the /ky. 400 

Is 
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Is man a worm f 'tis here his fate 
To winter his aurelia ftate j 
In Hme to burfl: his cell defign'd. 
And leave his clay-ccdd cafe behind $ 
FluttVing on angel wings, to rife 405 

A bright j»^///r^ of the ikies ! 

Diftingui&'d from the beafts^ my friend, 
Exj)erience ev'ry doubt may end ; 
Granting " by nature all enjoy 
" The pow'rs heav'n meant them to employ^j 
** Paffion or inftin<a ne'er beftow'd 
'* On man, or beaft, a ufelefs load; 
f ^ But feiiving animals, in kind, 
" To th' en4 for which they were defign'd/* ^ 
This once fuppos'd,here end difputes* 415 
Look round among our fellow brut^. 
See to what point their labours tend } 
: / And 
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And how in death their talents end. 

Perfecft the bird and bcaft, wc find. 

Advance not here their fevVal kind ; 420 

From race to race no wifcr grovf , 

No gradual perfedkiankuow J . \' 

T'increafing knowledge void their clsrirHj 

Still their fpcdfick powers d» fame. 

In th'individtftl centred all, * 425 

Tho' generations rife and fall* 

]^Iean-while, by obfervation vrifc, 

The human genius never dies; 

But, in tradition kept alive, 

The wreck of kihgdonis dothfurvive; 430 

Or, glowing in th'inftrudive page, 

improving^ lives from age to age ; 

Ev'n giving thofe who greatly know 

An irtimortality below. 

What 
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What idle mourner droops his head ? 435 

Is P/afo, Locke^ or Newton dead ? 

With Plato ftili his pupils rove 

Along his academick grove ; 

With Locke we wing the uaked ibuf. 

And mount with Newton to tl^ pole. 446 

To animals of ev*ry kind 
Are, then, their proper pow'rs aflign^d j T 

To adhiate, ftrengthen or reftrain. 
Nor fenfe nor inftindl giv'n in vain? 
Man, as an animal confefs*d, 44^ 

Diftinguifli'd plainly from the reft. 
Behold his powVs, his labours here 
Prefumptive of a brighter fphere ! 
Not njerely to this life confin'd 
The aim, and end, of human-kind ! 450 

Say, if our purpofe but to live. 

What 
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What mighty help doth fcience give ? 

What needed more the human brute 

Than cooling fprings and ftrength'ning fruit ? 

Or^ fummer paft, the diet fpare 455 

Of wholeibme roots, his winter fare } 

How need bur better reft aod health 

Golcondds or Potofi% wealth. 

That facrific*d thit health and reft. 

To fetch it honie from eaft and veft ? 460 

Lorenzo^ fure, if human-kind . 

Fot this life only were defign'd. 

As well we ignorant had been 

Of luxury, the bawd to fin • 

As well thofe arts had been without 465 

That give, while none can cure, the, gout 

Ah4 why wks {peculation given 

If not to teach the way to Heav*n? 

What 
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What need have animals belo^ 

The planets* paths above to know ? 470 

Or in what curves, meandering, rove 

Satellites round the orb of Jove ? 

*Lends art its microfcopick e)re, 

In nature's miniature to pry ? 

To fee beneath the civil knife 47 j; 

The butchered atoms robb'd of life j 

To know that Tcaping from the fteeli 

^houfands may perifli at a meal : 

While, confcious ev'ry ftep we tread. 

We trample hofts of beings dead* 480 

Ah, why this knowledge giv'n, to raife 

Our wonder to our Maker's pf aife ; 

Why hence infpir'd our God t^adore. 

If feen, in death, his face no more? 

It cannot be.— Of Heavenly birth, 485 

: . fici. 
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Science^ no offspring of the eartb^ 

To man hath Jacobs ladder giv*D^ 

Reaching, its foot on earthy to heav'n« 

O, feize^ with ardoor ieize the prize y 

And claim thy kindred to the fkies^ 4^ 

Genius, Lorenzo^ yours or minCj 

Faint image of the powV divine > 

Endowed with ev'n creatiw powV^ 

To form the beings of an hour^ 

To people worlds, to light the ikies^ 495 

To bid a new creation rife^ 

Cer all to wield the tfewMTrcr's rod,: 

And zOl the raomentary God 1 

Ev'n here my fricndj^ m nature's ylanr 
Gwn'd the divinity of ma n. ^00 

A truth that genius feels and Icitows, 

As oft as with the God it ^ows/ 

And 
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And fhall t'oblivion be confign'd 

This pordoA of etbcrial mind ? 

O, no, — Cpnae death, in any form^ j;o jj 

I doubt not to ride oat the Aorm ^ 

The (hip wrecked body to funrive > 

My thinking pairt fHlI fcft alive. 

Mean-while, throngb all the modes <rffenfe, 

Bear me, bold CgnUmplatim^ hence. jio 

On thy firai wing, O, let me foo: > 

And idly hope and fear no more. 

Bear me to th' ever-blooming groves^ 

Where gen jus with fair fcience roves j 

Where, in the cool fequefter'd (hade^ 515 

Sits Refignatiofi^ pious maid ; 

To Heav'n diredled by whofe eye^ 

When drooping nature calls to die^ 

Let this my lateft wijhes crown,^ 

Oa 
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On her foft lap to ky me dowo^ 520 

Whilfl mild content^ and gentle peace ^ 

Her handmaids^ waiting my rdeafe, 

Strow, ilealbg round with fofteft tread^ . 

Their grateful rofcs o'er my bed. 

No thorn among, to break my reft s 525 

By euthanafian (lumbers bleft ; 

.Without a figh, at clofe of day. 

To breathe, :becalm'd, my foul away. 






Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 






Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 





Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



